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FOREWORD 


This  is  my  sixth  annual  report  and  as  in  former  years, 
contains  facts  relating  to  the  local  health  services  provided 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Acts, the  welfare  services, 
the  other  work  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  sanitary  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  area. 


Statistics 

The  1961  census  gave  the  population  as  96,041.  The  Registrar 
General  estimated  that  by  mid  1962  this  had  risen  to  97,050 
showing  a  rise  greater  than  that  accounted  for  by  the  excess 
of  live  births  over  deaths  (901). 

The  unadjusted  birth  rate  of  19.1  is  higher  than  the  provis¬ 
ional-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1962  (of  18.0)  and  higher 
than  the  West  Bromwich  figure  for  1961.  There  has  in  fact  been 
a  birth  rate  in  West  Bromwich  higher  than  the  national  rate  for 
very  many  years  and  the  birth  rate  has  risen  each  year  since 

1955. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  but  considerable  variations  can  be  expected  because 
the  number  of  infant  deaths  involved  in  the  West  Bromwich  figures 
is  small.  The  death  rate  at  9.8  is  lower  than  the  national  average. 

Deaths  attributed  to  road  accidents  (11)  are  the  same  in 
number  as  those  attributed  to  suicide,  with  accidental  deaths 
In  which  the  accident  is  known  to  be  in  the  home  not  far  behind  (9). 


Local  Health  Services 

The  high  birth  rate  of  recent  years  emphasises  the  continuing 
need  for  services  for  mothers  and  young  children. 

Cut  of  the  fourteen  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  Council’s 
employment,  five  are  over  60  and  replacement  is  not  easy.  The 
hospital  service  has  increased  the  number  of  confinements  in 
hospital,  partly  by  discharge  of  mothers  soon  after  the  confine¬ 
ment  but  even  so  only  57%  of  mothers  are  confined  in  hospital. 

The  service  is  fully  extended  in  dealing  with  the  present 
high  birth  rate.  Grave  difficulties  may  arise  if  sickness  and 
retirement  deplete  the  number  of  available  staff.  Further  facilities 
at  hospital  are  needed  quickly  as  is  a  sufficiency  of  younger 
midwives. 

The  number  of  health  visitors  is  well  below  the  esiabl i shment 
with  36%  of  posts  not  filled  and  no  students  applying  for  training 
in  1962.  Since  a  good  dea I  of  the  health  visitor’s  work  is  visiting 
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the  young  infant  and  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  such 
children,  the  amount  of  work  is  actually  increasing  at  a  time 
when  the  staff  is  short  in  number.  These  shortages  are  reflect¬ 
ions  of  the  national  position  and  not  peculiar  to  West  Bromwich 
although  in  some  areas  they  are  far  less  severe. 

The  figures  for  the  vaccination  of  infants  are  unusually 
high  due  to  the  smallpox  scare  early  in  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  long  waiting  list  for 
the  chiropody  service  and  it  was  at  least  two  months  before  a 
first  appointment  could  be  offered.  This  was  due  to  the  difficulty 
in  recruiting  appropriately  trained  chiropodists. 


Infectious  Disease 

The  most  noteworthy  event  and  the  one  causing  the  greatest 
amount  of  work  and  anxiety  was  the  occurrence  of  a  case  of 
smallpox.  Fortunately  no  secondary  case  occurred  in  the  Borough. 


General  Health  Service 

An  account  is  given  of  the  activities  of  the  Health  and 
V/elfare  services  on  the  occasion  of  a  sizeable  chemical  explosion 
in  a  res identia I  area. 


Welfare  Services 

As  in  previous  years  reports  are  included  on  the  services 
provided  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts. 

Two  small  homes  for  the  elderly  were  opened  but  the  average 
number  of  beds  for  the  elderly  in  homes  amounts  to  14.6  per 
thousand  over  the  age  of  65  years  in  West  Bromwich  compared 
with  19.3  as  an  average  for  County  Boroughs  and  Counties  in 
England  and  Wales. 

The  provision  of  three  blocks  of  flatlets  for  the  elderly 
by  the  Housing  Committee  with  a  warden  provided  by  the  Welfare 
Committee  has  proved  successful. 


Environmental  Health 

Samples  are  taken  regularly  of  the  water  supply  and  were 
all  satisfactory.  As  the  main  suppliers,  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company  and  Birmingham  Corporation  have  extensive 
service  areas,  samples  of  untreated  water  were  not  taken. 

The  sewage  is,  except  for  a  few  premises,  treated  at  a 
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main  sewage  works, but  the  problems  of  trade  effluent  and  the 
increasing  population  make.it  difficult  to  maintain  a  completely 
satisfactory  effluent. 

The  problems  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  inevitably 
arise  in  an  area  with  a  housing  shortage,  and  an  immigrant  popula¬ 
tion.  One  public  health  inspector  has  been  used  full-time  for 
inspecting  and  arranging  improvements  in  these  homes. 

On  average  a  public  health  inspector  paid  only  one  visit 
during  the  year  to  each  establishment  dealing  with  food.  This 
is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  effective  control,  but  the  shortage 
of  district  public  health  inspectors  made  it  impossible  to  increase 
this. 

The  work  on  the  clearing  of  unfit  properties  has  continued, 
but  the  large  areas  have  now  been  represented,  and  the  smaller 
ones  will  take  proportionally  more  time  per  house. 

The  possibility  of  the  inspection  of  offices  and  shops, 
as  an  addition  to  the  present  work,  raises  again  the  problem  of 
recruitment  of  inspectors. 


Conclusion  „ 

■r  v 

Obviously  many  persons  have  helped  and  contributed  to 
this  report,  and  to  these  and  the  rest  of  the  staff,  I  wish  to  record 
my  thanks  for  their  loyalty  to  the  public  health  service  and  their 
hard  work  in  the  Department. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  my  medical  colleagues  in  the  town 
and  the  other  chief  officers  of  the  Corporation  for  their  co¬ 
operation  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committees 
for  their  support  and  guidance. 


HUGH  BRYANT 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1962 
COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH 


The  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  is  situated  in  South 
Staffordshire  and  is  a  manufacturing  town  principally  engaged 
in  foundry  work  and  allied  industries.  The  town  has  a  number  of 
residents  who  originally  came  from  Asian  and  West  Indian 
countries  — 


Elevation  above  sea  level  347  ft  to  569  ft 

Geological  formation  Sandy  sub-soil  and  prevalence 

of  hard  sandstone  rock. 


Rainfal  I  (inches) 

Area  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water) 
Population  per  acre 

New  Houses  constructed  including  fiats,  1962 

Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  as 
at  31st  December,  1962. 

Rateable  value  at  the  1st  April,  1962 

Rate  at  Id  in  the  £  estimated  to  produce 
at  1  st  Apri I,  1 962 


26.07 

7,172 

13.53 

986 

27,825 

£1,245,334 


£5.200 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (estimated  civilian  population 

mid  1962)  97,050 

(Census  1961)  96,041 

L ive  births  1  ,854 

Live  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  19.1 

Live  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  corrected  17.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.4 

Stillbirths  29 

Stillbirths  rate  (per'1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  15.9 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  1883 

Infant  deaths  47 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1000  live  births)  25.4 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1000 

legitimate  births)  25.6 
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Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000 
illegitimate  births)  21.7 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks 
per  1,000  live  births)  14.6 

Early  Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one 
week  per  1,000  live  births)  12.9 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined  per  1,000  live  &  stillbirths)  28.1 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  (including  abortion  per 

1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  0.53 

Deaths  953 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  9.8 

Death  rate  (corrected)  13.3 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  death  rate 
(per  1,000  population)  0.11 

Cancer  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  1.6 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Birth  rate  18.0 

Death  rate  11.9 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  18.1 

Infant  mortality  rate  21.4 

NAME  AND  ADDRESS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Hugh  Bryant,  M.B  ,  Ch.B  ,  D  P  H., 

Health  Department, 

2  Lodge  Road, 

West  Bromwich. 

Telephone  Number:  West  Bromwich  1891.  (Home:  Streetly  1145) 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  following  figures  show  the  estimated  mid-year  population, 
of  the  Borough  for  each  year  since  the  census  in  1951  and  the 
steady  rise  wnich  has  taken  place:  — 


1^51  -  .. 

..  87,901  (Census) 

1952  ..  .. 

..  87,640 

1953  ..  .. 

..  87,960 

1954  . 

..  88,650 

1955  ..  .. 

..  89,640 

1956  ..  .. 

..  90,720 

1957  ..  .. 

..  93,050 

1958  ..  .. 

..  93,380 

1959  ..  .. 

..  93,590 

1960  ..  .. 

..  93,780 

1961  ..  .. 

96,041  (Census) 

1962  ..  .. 

..  97,050 

The  adult  male  population 


n  this  country  can  be  classified 


for  statistical  purposes  into  five  main  groups  by  occupation. 
The  numbers  of  each  group  in  every  thousand  of  the  population 
in  West  Bromwich,  compared  with  the  average  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole,  are  as  follows:  — 

Census  1951 


West 

Bromwich 

England 
and  Wales 

Professional  occupations 

14 

33 

Intermediate  occupations 

92 

150 

Skilled  occupations 

591 

527 

Partly  skilled  occupations 

148 

162 

Unskilled  occupations 

155 

128 

The  position  as  elicited  by  the  new  census  in  1961  is  not 
yet  available. 


Births 

There  were  1,854  live  births  during  the  year  to  residents 
of  West  Bromwich  compared  with  1,817  in  1961. 

Of  the  births  to  West  Bromwich  residents  807  occurred  at 
home  which  represents  43%  of  the  total.  The  remaining  57% 
took  place  in  hospital  and  this  proportion  is  the  same  os  in 
the  previous  year. 
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There  were  1 38  illegitimate  births,  giving  an  illegitimate 
birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  74  compared  with  58  in  1961. 


Stillbirths 

The  total  number  of  stillbirths  to  West  Bromwich  residents 
was  29  giving  a  stillbirth  rate  ot  15.9  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths, 
compared  with  22.1  in  1961.  The  provisional  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  18.1. 


Deaths 

There  were  953  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  (486 
males  and  467  females)  during  the  year,  62%  of  which  occurred 
in  persons  aged  65  years  and  over.  This  gives  a  crude  death 
rate  per  1,000  population  of  9.8.  If  this  is  corrected  by  use 
of  the  comparability  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
to  take  account  of  the  age  structure  of  the  population  in  relation 
to  that  nationally,  the  figure  is  13.3  compared  with  14.3  for  1961. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  causes  of  death 
over  the  last  10  years. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
FOR  THE  YEARS  1953  -  1962 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Cancer 

149 

132, 

167 

160 

149 

151 

173 

174 

209 

154 

Heart  Diseases 

211 

221 

251 

229 

249 

246 

247 

258 

222 

282 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other 

32 

24 

33 

35 

41 

41 

48 

44 

56 

73 

respiratory  diseases 

107 

84 

115 

90 

117 

97 

no 

93 

116 

82 

Vascular  lesions 

T  uberculosis: 

121 

97 

124 

137 

128 

111 

137 

156 

119 

108 

Pulmonary 

27 

32 

30 

15 

13 

19 

15 

16 

11 

11 

Non-Puimonary 

6 

3 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  deaths, 
localisation  of,  and  the  rate  per  cent  of  total  cancer  deaths 
for  certain  specified  sites  of  the  body. 
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Number  of 
deaths  during 

Rate  per  cent  of 
total  cancer  deaths 

1961 

1962 

1961 

1962 

Stomach 

40 

27 

19.1 

17.5 

Lung  and  bronchus 

67 

48 

32.1 

31.2 

Breast 

23 

16 

11.1 

10.4 

Uterus 

3 

4 

1.4 

2.6 

Others 

76 

59 

36.3 

38.3 

209 

154 

100.0 

100.0 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  still  cause  concern.  The 
following  table  shows  the  death  rate  per  1,000  population  from 
this  disease  for  the  last  five  years:- 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus 


Year 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

1958 

0.31 

1959 

0.45 

1960 

0.36 

1961 

0.69 

1962 

0.49 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 
excluding  Cancer  of  the  Lung 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in  age  groups 
from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  in  men  and  women  during 
the  year.  1  he  number  of  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  11  giving  a  pulmonary  tubercul¬ 
osis  death  rate  of  0.11  per  1,000  population  compared  with 

0.12  in  1961. 
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AGE  GROUP 

T  uberculos  is 

Respiratory 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases 

of  respiratory 

System 

TOTALS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

6 

1-4  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5-14  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

15  -  24  years 

1 

1 

25  -  44  years 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

5 

3 

45  -  64  years 

6 

2 

3 

2 

4 

5 

17 

3 

6 

- 

36 

12 

65  -  74  years 

- 

1 

3 

3 

5 

6 

13 

7 

4 

- 

25 

17 

75  years  and  over 

- 

j 

1 

-  _ 

3 

10 

28 

11 

15 

1 

.  1 

23 

47 

TOTALS 

7 

4 

7 

9 

26 

47 

43 

26 

12 

1 

95 

87 

Certain  Causes  of  Death 

it  is  obvious  that  cancer  of  the  lung,  cancer  of  the  breast, 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  coronary  thrombosis  and  bronchitis, 
between  them  are  responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths.  The  figures 
for  England  and  Wales  and  for  West  Bromwich,  given  as  rates 
per  thousand  population,  are  as  follows:- 


Types  of  Disease 

England  &  Wales 

West  Bromwich 

Cancer  of  the  lung 

0.51 

0.49 

Cancer  of  the  breast 

0.21 

0.16 

Cancer  of  the  stomach 

0.29 

0.28 

Coronary  disease 

2.19 

1.46 

Bronchitis 

0.71 

0.71 

In  comparing  these  rates  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the 
size  of  England  and  Wales,  compared  with  the  County  Borough 
of  West  Bromwich,  and  to  the  difference  that  the  operation  of 
chance  can  make  in  so  small  a  community  as  that  of  West  Bromwich. 


infant  Mortality 

A  total  of  47  infants  whose  parents  were  normally  resident 
in  the  Borough  died  during  the  year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortal¬ 
ity  rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  25.4  The  equivalent  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  21.4.  Three  illegitimate  babies  died. 

The  following  table  shows  the  infant  deaths  in  age  groups 
over  the  period  of  the  last  ten  years:- 
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YEAR 

Under 

1  -  3 

3  -  6 

6  -  9 

9  -  12 

- — .  . 

TOTAL 

Infant 

death 

1  month 

months 

months 

months 

months 

rate 

1953 

22 

9 

7 

6 

1 

45 

30 

1954 

43 

3 

6 

2 

2 

56 

37 

1955 

23 

4 

8 

- 

3. 

38 

26 

1956 

23 

8 

3 

- 

1 

35 

23 

1957 

27 

3 

5 

3 

3 

41 

24 

1958 

18 

3 

2 

- 

- 

23 

14 

1959 

25 

3 

2 

- 

2 

32 

19 

1960 

20 

6 

6 

3 

1 

36 

21 

1961 

38 

5 

4 

1 

1 

49 

27 

1962 

27 

9 

8 

2 

1 

47 

25 

Of  the  total  of  47  infant  deaths  11  occurred  in  immigrant 
families,  4  of  which  referred  to  deaths  under  1  month  of  age 
out  of  the  total  for  this  age  group  of  27. 


The  following  table  shows  the  infant  deaths  from  certain 
causes  during  the  year:- 


Under 

1  month 

1  -  3 

months 

3  -  6 

months 

6  -  9 

months 

9  -  12 

months 

T  ota  1  under 

1  year 

Infanticide 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Prematurity 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

'« A 

Congenita  1 

abnormalities 

10 

1 

- 

1 

- 

'12 

P  neumonia 

2 

6 

5 

1 

1 

15 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Asphyxia 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Encephalopathy 

following 

injection 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

27 

9 

8 

2 

1 

47 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  of  age 

There  were  27  deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks,  giving  a 
neonatal  mortality  rate  of  14.6  per  1 , 0C0  live  births  compared 
with  20.9  in  1961.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  at  which 
death  occurred  during  the  period  of  the  first  month. 
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1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5  th 

6th 

7th 

1  -  2 

2  -3 

3  -  4 

Deaths  urrder 

day 

day 

day 

day 

day 

day 

day 

weeks 

weeks 

weeks 

1  month 

15 

1 

4 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

27 

Perinatal  Mortality 

The  statistical  device  of  a  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  aimed 
at  taking  into  account  deaths  occurring  just  before  and  just 
after  the  process  of  birth  in  an  endeavour  to  give  a  total  idea 
of  the  loss  of  infant  life  at  about  the  time  of  birth.  Expressed 
statistically,  it  is  as  foliows:- 

(Deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  -*•  stillbirths)  x  1,000 
Total  births  (both  live  and  still) 

The  figure  for  West  Bromwich  this  year  is  28.1  compared 
with  39,3  in  1961.  In  view  of  the  samll  number  of  children  in¬ 
volved,  infant  mortality  rates  are  unreliable  and  the  perinatal 
death  rate  may  give  a  better  idea  of  the  total  wastage  of  infant 
life.  The  1962  figure  compares  with  the  national  figure  of  30,8 

To  provide  a  comparison  of  the  various  rates  involved  in 
the  consideration  of  perinatal  mortality  the  following  table 
gives  information  for  each  of  the  last  five  years:- 


YEAR 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Stillbirth 

Rate 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

1962 

25.4 

14.6 

15.9 

28.1 

1961 

27.0 

20.9 

22.1 

39.3 

1960 

21.3 

11.8 

14.6 

24.5 

1959 

19.0! 

14.9 

30.6 

42.7 

195?. 

13.8 

10.8 

20.0 

29.5 

One  death  in  pregnancy  occurred  during  1962  due  to  septic 
abortion. 

Morbidity 

The  graph  given  overleaf  on  page  21  shows  the  number  of 
new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  received  by  the  Ministry  of 
National  Insurance  each  week  during  the  year. 


Suicide 

Eleven  deaths  were  due  to  suicide  which  is  the  same  number 
as  in  1961.  The  ages  and  sex  of  the  persons  concerned,  together 
with  the  methods  employed,  are  shown  in  the  following  table:- 
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Cause  of  Death 

AGE  GROUP 

15  -  44  years 

45  -  64 

years 

65  years  &  over 

M 

F 

M* 

F 

M 

F 

Coal  gas  poisoncng 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

Drown  ing 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Poisoning 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

1 

1 

2 

_ 3 _ 

__3 _ 

_ ] _ _ 

Road  Accidents 


Eleven  deaths  were  due  to  road  accidents  compared  with 
16  in  1961.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups,  sex, 
and  the  types  of  vehicle  involved*.: 


AGE  GROUP 

0  -  14 
years 

15  -  44 
years 

45  -  64 
years 

65  years 
and  over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pedestrian  struck  by  lorry 

- 

1 

Pedestrian  struck  by  van 

- 

- 

1 

- 

. 

. 

• 

. 

Pedestrian  struck  by  car 

Motor  cycle  in  collision 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

with  tree 

Motor  cycle  in  collison 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

with  lamp 

. 

2 

• 

_ 

Pedestrian  struck  by  motor  cycle 
Motor  van  in  collision  with 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

telegraph  pole 

Motor  scooter  in  collision 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

with  car 

- 

m 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■£> 

_ XO-TALS 

• 

'  1 

5 

1 

1 

• 

1 

2 

A  further  24  deaths  have  been  classfied  as  due  to  accident 
by  the  Registrar  General  9  of  which  occurred  in  the  home  and  a 
further  4  at  work.  Brief  details  are  given  in  the  following  table:- 


AGE  G 

ROUP 

0  - 

14 

15  - 

44 

45  - 

64 

65  years 

years 

years 

years 

and 

over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

HOME 

Falls 

- 

- 

• 

- 

• 

. 

1 

2 

Burns 

- 

1 

• 

- 

• 

• 

1 

1 

Inha lation  of  gas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

-TOTALS 

1 

3 

5 

WORK 

t 

Falls 

- 

- 

1 

m 

1 

m 

E  lectrocution 

- 

- 

1 

m 

• 

m 

m 

m 

Explosion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

20 


21 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nursing 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Ambulance 

Care  and  After  Care 

Chiropody 

Home  Help 

Mental  Health 


II 

i 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 

The  Authority  ran  ante-natal  clinics,  at  which  post-natal 
examinations  were  also  carried  out,  at  the  following  infant 
welfare  centres:- 

Boulton  Road 
Friar  Park 
Greets  Green 
Hamstead 
Highfie  ids 
Hill  Top 
Stone  Cross 
Yew  Tree 

The  clinics  were  staffed  by  nurses  from  the  local  authority 
and  medical  officers  from  the  hospital  service.  There  was  an 
average  of  32  sessions  per  month  held  during  the  year  v/ith  an 
average  attendance  of  14  patients  per  session. 


Staff 


At  each  clinic  the  following  staff  were  in  attendance:  — 

A  medical  officer 
A  health  visitor 

A  midwife  with  a  pupil  midwife  on  occasions 


Attendances 


1961 

1962 

New  Bookings 

853 

891 

Return 

4,743 

4,580 

Post-natal 

64 

37 

TOTALS 

5,660 

5,508 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  mothers  and  attend¬ 
ances  made  at  the  various  centres  during  1 962 :  — 
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RELAXATION  AND  MOTHERCRAFT  -  1962 


Number  of  women  offending  and  total  of  attendances 


- - 

Centre 

Persons  Attending 

Attendances 

Hill  Top  and  Highfields 

129 

655 

Greets  Green 

31 

125 

Boulton  Road 

56 

88 

Friar  Park  and  Yew  Tree 

54 

262 

Hallam  Hospital* 

67 

276 

TOTALS 

337 

1 ,406 

*Mothercraft  only 


Infant  Welfare  Centres 


There  was  no  change  in  the  pattern  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
during  the  year.  The  Centres  continued  to  operate  from  the  same 
buildings  as  previously  with  the  exception  that  the  inadequate 
building  at  Yew  Tree  was  replaced  by  a  newly  built  centre  from 
which  the  service  commenced  in  August  1962. 

The  foil  owing  table  gives  details  of  the  place,  day,  and 
total  sessions  and  attendances  at  the  centres. 


Place 

Day 

Total  sessions 
during  the  year 

Total  attendances 
during  the  year 

Boulton  Road 

T  uesday 

48 

3,964 

Thursday 

51 

Friar  Park 

Wednesday 

51 

2,524 

Hamstead 

Friday 

51 

2,143 

Greets  Green 

Wednesday 

51 

1,833 

Highfields 

Monday 

48 

\ 

Thursday 

51 

4,607 

'  Hill  Top 

Monday 

48 

Thursday 

51 

3,725 

Red  House  Park 

Monday 

48 

T  uesday 

48 

3,747 

Stone  Cross 

T  uesday 

48 

Friday 

51 

3,151 

Y ew  T  ree 

Wed  nesday 

51 

Frida  y 

51 

3,703 

TOTALS 

747 

29,397 

Each  centre  was  staffed  by  health  visitors  and  a  medical 
officer  of  the  health  department  staff,  and  valuable  assistance 
was  given  at  some  clinics  by  voluntary  workers. 
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Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis,  together 
with  triple  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus  was  carried  out  at  the  centres. 

Further  details  of  the  numbers  of  children  attending  the 
centres  are  given  below:- 

F  irst  Subsequent 

attendances.  attendances. 


1961 

1962 

1961 

1962 

Children  between  0—1  year 

1,600 

1,797 

22,014 

23,045 

Children  between  1  —  2  years 

22 

29 

4,016 

4,337 

Children  between  2  —  5  years 

31 

21 

3,367 

3,637 

Food  and  Medicaments 

There  was  a  central  distribution  centre  open  during  office 
hours  each  day  for  the  distribution  of  baby  food  orange  juice 
and  cod— liver  oil,  and  supplies  were  also  available  at  all  infant 
welfare  centres  in  the  borough. 


The  following 

quantities 

were  issued 

to  beneficiaries. 

1962 

1961 

National  Dried  Milk 

408 

338 

tins  free 

7,411 

7,874 

tins  at  2/4d 

2,481 

1,864 

tins  at  4/- 

T  otal 

10,300 

10,076 

Orange  Juice 

15,291 

7,244  * 

bottles  at  l/6d 

2,091 

879  * 

bottles  free 

T  otal 

17,382 

8,123 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

1,571 

731  * 

bottles  at  1/- 

585 

264  * 

bottles  free 

T  otal 

2,156 

995 

Vitamin  Tablets 

1,655 

1,109  * 

packets  at  6d 

192 

101  * 

packets  free 

T  otal 

1,847 

1,210 

*These  figures  relate  only  to  issues  since  1.6.1961  vhen 
the  new  charges  were  introduced. 

A  total  of  35,873  items  of  various  proprietary  foods  was 
sold  giving  an  income  of  £4,817.  The  price  in  each  case  was 
the  cost  to  the  Corporation  plus  10%,  and  usually  was  less  than 
thenormal  retail  price. 
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Dental  Service 


Although  there  is  a  national  shortage  of  dentists  which 
has  been  greatest  in  local  authority  services,  there  has  been 
some  improvement  in  recruitment  in  West  Bromwich. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  priority  dental  service  to  mothers  and 
young  cnilaren  will  consequently  be  improved,.  particularly  during 

1963. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  provided  with  dental 
care  during  1962; 


Examined 

Needing 

T  reatment 

T  rented 

Made 

dentally  fit 

Expectant  and  nursing 
mothers 

106 

106 

108 

80 

Children  under  five  years 

135 

135 

147 

111 

Table  'B'  -  Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided 


E  £ 

M 

4- 

C 

© 

w> 

O 

M 

c 

0 

M 

© 

— -  f 

Dentures 

provided 

M 

_C 

a 

o 

w 

O 

• 

o 

T3 

O 

Cd 

Scaling 
and  Gu 
T  reatnn 

F  i  1  ling 

Silver 
Nitrate 
T  reatm 

Crowns 

Inlays 

u 

a 

w 

X 

LLi 

Genera 

Anaestl 

_ 

Full 

Upper 

or 

lower 

Partial 

upper 

or 

lower 

Expectant 
and  nursing 
Mothers 

2 

70 

3 

m 

474 

85 

27 

11 

3 

Chi  Idren 
under 

5  years 

18 

m 

m 

378 

155 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers 

A  total  of  138  illegitimate  births  during  1962  representing 
7.4%  of  the  total  live  births  was  recorded  in  respect  of  women 
normal ly  res ident  in  the  borough. 

Of  these,  31  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  moral  welfare 
worker  of  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare 
Work  and  the  organising  secretary  of  the  Association  reports 
on  the  work  for  the  year  as  follows. 
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“In  addition  to  the  31  cases  in  1962,  6  cases  in  which  births 
occurred  prior  to  1962  were  helped  in  making  plans  for  the  babies. 
Twelve  expectant  mothers  whose  babies  were  due  to  be  born 
in  1963  have  had  the  necessary  arrangements  made  for  their 
confinements.  This  makes  a  total  of  49  cases  under  care  during 
1962. 

Twelve  mothers  were  accommodated  in  Diocesan  Homes, 
18  had  hospital  confinements  and  1  girl  remained  at  her  own  home. 

Four  of  the  cases  concerned  married  women,  3  were  legally 
separated  from  their  husbands  and  one  woman  was  living  apart 
from  her  husband. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  putative  fathers  have  been 
interviewed  with  the  result  that  5  Affiliation  Orders  have  been 
granted  and  4  private  agreements  signed.  Payments  of  the  latter 
are  being  made  to  the  Worker. 

The  ages  of  the  mothers  ranged  between  14  and  33  and 
are  listed  as  follows:- 


Aged  14  —  1.  Aged  15  —  2.  Aged  16  —  2.  Aged  17  —  5.  Aged  18  —  4. 
Aged  19  —  4.  Aged  20  —  4.  Aged  21  —  4.  Aged  22/27  —  1 .  Aged  28/34  —  4. 


The  ages  of  the  putative  fathers  ranged  between  15  and  33. 

Five  girls  married  the  fathers  of  their  babies  and  2  girls 
married  men  other  than  the  fathers  of  their  babies. 

The  babies  were  placed  as  follows:— 


8  with  their  mothers  at  home; 

3  with  parents  married; 

1  with  mother  in  situation; 

1  with  mother  in  lodgings; 

1  with  parents  cohabiting; 

1  with  foster  parents; 

2  were  stillborn; 

14  have  been  adopted  through  the  Association. 


In  all  cases  the  children  are  receiving  adequate  care  and 
attention. 

A  total  of  327  visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with 
the  49  cases  under  care.  In  addition  the  homes  of  prospective 
adopters  have  been  vetted  and  reported  on,  babies  visited  after 
placings  have  been  made,  girls  conveyed  to  Homes  and  accompanied 
when  they  have  had  to  appear  in  Court  or  to  have  their  signatures 
witnessed  when  consenting  to  an  Adoption  Order  heinc  made'’ 
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Family  P lanning 


The  West  Bromwich  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Associa¬ 
tion,  which  receives  an  annual  grant  from  the  Corporation,  held 
a  clinic  in  the  Highfields  Infant  Welfare  Centre  during  the  year. 
The  sessions  were  once  weekly  on  Wednesday  evening.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  during  the  year:- 

Number  of  sessions  held  47 

Number  of  new  patients  seen  during  the  year  223 

The  sources  and  reasons  for  referment  of  cases  can  be 
summarised  as  follows:- 


Referred  by  general  practitioners  37 

Transfers  from  other  Family  Planning  Clinics  13 

Referred  by  nursing  staff  18 

Personal  introduction  140 

Attendance  because  of  press  publicity  1 

Other  sources  14 


Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic 

The  ultra  voilet  light  clinics  were  held  on  Monday  and 
Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Central  School  Clinic,  and  on  Tuesday 
mornings  and  Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Stone  Cross  Clinic. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  receiving 
artificial  sunli  ght  treatment  during  the  year:- 


Pre-school  children 
Pre-school  children 

School  children 

Children  referred  by 
Chest  C  linic 


No.  of  children 
on  register  at 
31st  Dec. 

1962 
8 

13 
1 


No.  of  Attendances 
during  the  year 

1962 

483 

674 

145 

112 


Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 


22  1,414 
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Day  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders 


The  Council  have  no  day  nursery  operating  in  the  Borough, 
and  there  were  no  applications  for  registration  under  the  Nurseries 
and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  1949,  received  during  the 
year.  It  seems  unlikely  that  this  represents  the  true  position 
on  child  minding  which  according  to  the  impressions  of  health 
visitors  is  not  uncommon  especially  among  immigrants.  Reg¬ 
istration  is  not  necessary  until  two  children  are  minded  for  reward 
and  one  of  the  difficulties  is  to  establish  the  fact  of  payment. 

MIDWIFERY 


Staff 


Mothers  being  confined  at  home  were  cared  for  by  14  mid¬ 
wives  and  four  part-time  maternity  nurses  employed  by  the  Council 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  a  non-medical  supervisor 
of  midwives. 


General  Arrangements 

There  is  a  rota  scheme  which  enables  the  midwives  to  have 
3  weeks  out  of  4  free  from  night  calls  (apart  from  exceptional 
circumstances).  On  the  fourth  week  those  midwives  on  duty 
cover  the  whole  of  the  borough  for  night  calls,  but  are  free  during 
the  day. 

The  rota  provides  3  midwives  each  night  on  “first  call” 
and  a  further  3  are  on  “second  call”  but  are  seldom  required  for 
duty. 

AH  midwives  have  telephones  at  their  homes  and  the  G.P.O. 
interception  service  is  used  so  that  a  call  made  at  night  to  a 
midwife  who  is  out  or  off  duty  can  be  transferred  to  the  Ambulance 
Station  for  advice  to  be  given  concerning  the  telephone  number 
of  the  next  available  midwife.  In  cases  of  difficulty  the  Ambulance 
personnel  inform  either  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  or  the  non¬ 
medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

Full  details  of  how  to  obtain  a  midwife  at  day  or  night  are 
issued  to  each  expectant  mother  who  books  for  home  confinement. 

With  regard  to  confinements  in  hospital,  early  discharge 
is  the  rule  and  the  domiciliary  service  must  now  cope  with  the 
early  discharges  as  well  as  increases  in  home  confinements 
which  have  been  caused  by  a  rising  birth  rate. 
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It  is  therefore  essential  that  West  Bromwich  should  recruit 
a  number  of  young  midwives,  and  the  condition  of  service,  which 
include  housing,  car  allowance,  assistance  with  car  purchase 
in  certain  circumstances,  and  a  fixed  night  rota  scheme,  compare 
equally  with  other  authorities. 

In  July  1962  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  asked  for 
assistance  in  respect  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service  in 
the  part  of  Aldridge  within  the  County  area,  which  is  adjacent 
to  West  Bromwich. 

Due  to  a  serious  shortage  of  midwives  the  County  Authority 
were  in  difficulty  and  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  assist 
during  the  month  of  July  by  extending  the  West  Bromwich  area 
of  service.  The  midwives  readily  accepted  the  additional  work 
and  immediately  visited  the  mothers  where  confinements  were 
due  and  took  over  the  arrangements. 

The  County  Council  were  shortly  able  to  increase  their 
staff  in  that  part  of  the  County  and  West  Bromwich  midwives 
dealt  with  4  confinements  in  the  area.  The  cost  totalling 
£  17  per  confinement  was  reimbursed  by  the  County  Council. 


Distribution  of  Confinement 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  births  between 
home  and  hospital  over  the  last  nine  years. 


Birth  in:  — 


Hospital 

Home 

1954 

871 

686 

1955 

767 

710 

1956 

834 

768 

1957 

1,015 

719 

1958 

1,012 

746 

1959 

930 

795 

1960 

1,019 

783 

1961 

1,081 

786 

1962 

1,127 

807 

There  were  2,672  births  of  which  1,934  were  to  persons 
who  gave  an  address  in  West  Bromwich  when  booking  a  midwife 
or  arranging  a  hospital  confinement.  Actually,  there  were  1854 
births  registered  during  the  year  occurring  to  permanent  residents 
of  the  borough  according  to  the  Registrar  General. 

Public  demand  is  for  confinement  in  hospital,  but  in  West 
Bromwich  there  is  such  a  shortage  of  hospital  beds  available 
for  normal  midwifery  that,  where  medical  and  social  conditions 
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are  satisfactory,  confinements  must  take  place  at  home.  The 
effect  of  the  inadequate  provision  of  hospital  places  is  made 
worse  by  the  fact  that  over  90%  of  births  to  immigrant  families 
occur  in  hospital  because  of  the  totally  unsuitable  living  accomm¬ 
odation  of  these  mothers  for  home  confinements. 


This  year  57%  of  confinements  of  West  Bromwich  mothers 
occurred  in  hospital  and  43%  at  home. 


Midwi  ves 

Number  of  practising  midwives 

The  Midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice  were:  — 

In  hospital  13 

In  municipal  domiciliary  practice  14 

Five  of  the  municipal  midwives  are  over  60  years  of  age. 


Work  of  the  Municipal  Midwives 

Municipal  midwives  attended  803  confinements.  Each  mother 
was  visited  twice  daily  for  the  first  four  days  after  delivery, 
and  then  daily  up  to  the  tenth  day.  Visits  made  by  the  midwives 
are  summarised  as  follows:  — 


1961 

1962 

Ante-natal  visits 

4,203 

4,085 

Nursing  visits  during  the 
puerperium  and  post-natal 
period,  (including  early 
discharges  from  hospital). 

14,159 

15,127 

18,362 

19,212 

All  midwives  employed  by  the  local  health  authority  are 
qualified  to  administer  analgesics.  The  analgesics  in  use  are 
gas  and  air,  and  trichloroethylene.  Analgesia  was  administered 
to  485  women  in  labour  in  1962  (412  gas  and  air  and  73  trichloroe¬ 
thylene)  representing  61%  of  the  total.  Many  mothers  who  had 
attended  relaxation  classes  did  not  want  an  analgesic. 

Gas  and  air  machines  were  held  by  all  of  the  midwives 
who  have  their  own  transport  and  further  sets  were  held  at  the 
Ambulance  Station  to  be  delivered  as  required  by  ambulance. 
Six  trichloroethylene  sets  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


31 


Medical  A  id 

In  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
domiciliary  midwives  are  obliged  to  notify  certain  occurrences 
in  their  practice  to  the  supervising  authority. 

Medical  aid  was  called  on  312  occasions 

Early  Discharge  from  Hospital 

A  total  of  429  mothers  who  were  delivered  . in  hospital  were 
discharged  home  before  the  10th  day  to  be  attended  by  domiciliary 
midwives.  This  places  considerable  additional  work  on  the 
municipal  midwives. 

Emergency  Obestetric  Service 

This  service  which  is  readily  available  to  deal  with  emer¬ 
gencies  in  domiciliary  practice  operates  from  Hallam  Hospital  and 
during  the  year  attended  9  calls  in  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee  area,  which  includes  West  Bromwich. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  was  1  death  of  a  West  Bromwich  resident  attributable 
to  pregnancy  (due  to  septic  abortion)  during  1962. 

Training  in  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

A  total  of  5  pupil  midwives  received  training  during  the  year 
in  West  Bromwich  for  the  second  part  of  the  certificate  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  This  training  is  given  in  conjuction  with 
maternity  hospitals  in  the  area. 

Two  of  the  midwives  are  specially  approved  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  as  teaching  midwives,  but  only  one  is  now 
prepared  to  accept  pupils. 

Post  Certificate  Education  of  Midwives 

Each  midwife  must  attend  a  refresher  course  approved  by 
the  Royal  College  of  Midwives  every  5  years.  Two  West  Bromwich 
midwives  were  due  to  go  in  1962  but  it  was  not  possible  to  secure 
more  than  1  place  on  the  existing  courses.  The  Central  Midwives 
Board  raised  no  objection  to  the  midwife  who  missed  the  course 
being  allowed  to  continue  to  practise  provided  a  booking  was 
obtained  on  a  course  held  i  n  1963. 


Cases  of  Potential  Difficulty 

In  1962  the  places  of  confinement  of  special  categories 
of  expectant  mothers  were  as  follows:  — 
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Place  of  Confinement 


Hospital 

Home 

1.  Primipara  over  30  years  of  age 

73 

8 

2.  Multipara  over  40  years  of  age 

51 

11 

3.  Women  in  their  fourth  or 

subsequent  pregnancy 

163 

140 

These  mothers  should,  whenever  possible,  have  their  babies 
in  hospital  for  medical  reasons,  but  the  figures  show  that  this 
ideal  is  far  from  reached. 


Professional  Meetings  in  the  Maternity  Service 

An  Obstetric  Liaison  Committee  has  been  established  and 
there  have  been  several  meetings.  Clinical  meetings  were  also 
arranged  at  the  hospital. 


HEALTH  VISITING 


Staff 


At  the  end  of  December,  1962  the  staff  consisted  of  the 
Chief  Nursing  Officer,  Deputy  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  12 
health  visitors  out  of  an  establishment  of  19  health  visitors 
which  includes  3  group  advisers. 

Health  visitors  perform  joint  duties,  working  both  as  school 
nurses  and  as  health  visitors.  Approximately  35%  of  their  time 
is  given  to  the  School  Health  Service. 

Since  the  group  advisors  were  appointed,  due  to  shortages 
in  the  number  of  health  visitors,  it  has  not  been  possible  for 
them  to  concentrate  fully  on  this  work  and  it  is  therefore  too 
early  to  assess  and  comment  especially  upon  the  proposal  to 
allocate  a  health  visitor  to  a  general  practice  as  an  experiment. 

It  was  not  possible  in  spite  of  advertisement  to  recruit  any 
student  health  visitors  during  1962. 


General  Arrangements 

The  area  of  the  County  Borough  is  divided  into  districts, 
one  health  visitor  being  in  charge  of  each  district  and  working 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer.  In 
these  districts  the  health  visitors  carry  out  the  visiting  of  infants 
and  young  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  and  also  visits  to  any 
members  of  the  family  depending  on  the  need.  There  is  close 
liaison  with  the  hospital  for  the  follow-up  of  children  or  elderly 
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persons  who  have  been  discharged.  An  arrangement  exists  with 
the  Consultant  Physician  in  charge  of  wards  for  the  chronic 
sick,  whereby  he,  together  with  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer,  visits 
the  homes  of  elderly  persons  awaiting  admission  so  that  an  assess¬ 
ment  can  be  made  both  of  the  medical  and  social  urgency  in  an 
endeavour  to  use  the  beds  to  the  best  advantage,  and  deploy  the 
domiciliary  services  effectively. 


Home  Visits 

The  Health  Visitor’s  time  is  divided  between  work  in  clinics 
and  home  visits.  Details  of  the  latter  are  as  follows:- 


Analysis  of  Home  Visits 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

First  visits  to  births 

1,581 

1,586 

1,800 

1,805 

1,751 

1,886 

Revisits  to  children 
under  12  months 

2,955 

4,812 

4,682 

4,529 

4,679 

3,830 

Revisits  to  children 

1—5  years 

8,544 

9,205 

10,195 

7,843 

7,771 

7,114 

V  is  its  to  cases  of 
infectious  disease 

98 

129 

34 

15 

128 

21 

Visits  to  expectant 
mothers 

141 

216 

197 

227 

109 

95 

Misce  1  laneous 

1,493 

1,147 

927 

1,123 

755 

860 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

701 

608 

779 

42 

m 

1 

TOTALS 

15,513 

17,703 

1&614 

15,584 

15,193 

13,807 

During  1962  a  total  of  2,017  fruitless  visits  was  made. 

At  the  end  of  December  the  health  visitors’  case  load  of 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years  was  6,328. 


Diabetic  Clinic 

A  health  visitor  attended  the  diabetic  clinic  held  in  the 
District  Hospital  and  was  responsible  for  liaison  with  the  physician 
and  helping  to  see  that  the  patients  were  able  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  given  them  concerning  diet. 
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Liaison  with  Other  Agencies 
Work  with  General  Practitioners 

The  Local  Medical  Committee  has  agreed  to  an  experiment  of 
of  attaching  health  visitors  to  two  practices  and  for  the  health 
visitors  to  work  in  accordance  with  the  lists  of  patients  and  not 
geographically.  Unfortunately  the  shortage  of  staff  has  so  far 
prevented  this  from  being  done. 


Work  with  Hospitals 

The  Chief  Nursing  Officer  works  closely  with  the  Consultant 
Fhysician  having  charge  of  the  geriatric  beds  accompanying 
him  on  his  domiciliary  visits  to  help  by  arranging  for  care  at  home. 
Her  deputy  attends  the  paediatric  department  and  one  health 
visitor  also  attends  the  diabetic  clinic. 

The  limiting  factor  is  the  shortage  of  health  visitors  (at 
present  40%  under  establishment),  with  adequate  and  suitable 
staff  time  could  be  found  to  pursue  further  the  opportunities 
for  joint  working  within  the  National  Health  Service. 


Child  Guidance 

The  medical  staff  meet  informally  with  the  psychiatrist 
and  educational  psychologist.  This  is  in  addition  to  meetings 
about  individual  patients.  There  are  no  particular  arrangements 
for  health  visitors  to  have  similar  meetings,  largely  because 
of  the  limited  time  of  the  psychiatrist  which  is  available  to 
this  area. 
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HOME  NURSING 


Staff 

The  following  staff  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 


Men  Women 

Chief  Nursing  Officer  -  1 

Supervisor  of  District  Nurses  -  1 

State  Registered  Nurses: 

Full  Time  2  10 


General  Arrangements 

The  district  nurses  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief 
Nursing  Officer  who  allocates  and  organises  their  duties.  Requests 
for  nursing  assistance  are  made  by  general  practitioners  to  rhe 
Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  arrangements  are  also  made  for  the 
continuation  of  treatment  after  a  patient’s  discharge  from  hospital. 
The  nurses  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  family  doctors  regard¬ 
ing  treatment.  Evening  calls  are  covered  by  a  rota  of  nurses. 
Calls  in  emergency  at  night  are  arranged  through  the  Ambulance 
Department  who  provide  the  necessary  transport.  Cars  are  avail¬ 
able  for  the  district  nurses  on  their  rounds. 


Cases  Nursed 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  number  of  nurses 
employed,  the  number  of  visits  and  the  number  of  new  cases 
over  each  of  the  past  five  years:- 


YEAR 

Average  number  of 
nurses  employed 

Number  of 
new  cases 

T otal  number 
of  visits 

1958 

8  y2 

671 

32,684 

1959 

9  h 

808 

31,518 

1960 

10 

784 

32,472 

1961 

m 

822 

30,359 

1962 

12 

772 

30,169 

Visits  can  no  longer  be  used  as  a  measure  of  the  volume  of 
work  because  the  nature  of  home  nursing  is  changing  from  short 
visits,  e.g.  injections,  to  more  time  consuming  general  care. 

Of  the  1,019  patients  nursed  during  1962,  914  were  referred 
by  general  practitioners,  12  by  the  chest  clinic,  90  by  hospital, 
2  were  transferred  from  another  area,  and  1  by  local  authority 
medical  staff. 
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The  nurses  paid  16,441  visits  to  patients  over  the  age  of 
65  years  compared  with  143  to  patients  under  5  years. 

The  work  carried  out  month  by  month  was  as  follows:- 


Month 

Number  of  patients 
being  nursed  at  the 
beainnina  of  month 

New 

cases 

Number  of  patients 
being  nursed  at  end 
of  month 

Nurs  ing 
visits 

January 

247 

89 

252 

3,083 

F  ebruary 

252 

77 

228 

2,726 

March 

228 

71 

261 

2,497 

Apri  1 

261 

62 

220 

2,413 

May 

220 

63 

242 

2,504 

June 

242 

53 

233 

2,105 

July 

233 

79 

230 

2,608 

August 

230 

59 

214 

2,253 

September 

214 

40 

223 

2,118 

October 

223 

65 

213 

2,509 

November 

213 

49 

208 

2,704 

December 

208 

65 

221 

2,649 

These  figures  show  that  the  routine  work  varied  little 
during  the  year. 

<s 

Classification  of  V/ork 

The  figures  in  the  table  overleaf  show  the  number  of  cases 
of  each  specified  disease  each  month. As  many  cases  may  continue 
over  into  the  next  month,  the  addition  of  the  figures  for  individual 
diseases  does  not  represent  the  total  number  of  cases  of  that 
disease  during  the  year.  Predominantly  this  is  general  nursing 
care  with  a  large  number  of  injections. 
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JAN 

FEB 

MARCH 

APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUG 

SEPT 

OCT 

AON 

DEC 

Asthma 

T  uberculosis 

10 

8 

8 

16 

9 

5 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

14 

12 

12 

18 

13 

8 

14 

17 

16 

17 

12 

11 

Diabetes  mellitus 

30 

34 

34 

33 

27 

35 

29 

35 

33 

30 

30 

33 

Anaemia 

8 

8 

7 

9 

6 

7 

10 

9 

8 

8 

7 

7 

Vascular  lesions  affecting 
the  central  nervous  system 

39 

38 

30 

24 

28 

25 

29 

32 

8 

29 

23 

25 

Other  mental  and  nervous 
diseases 

Diseases  of  the  eye 

1 

Diseases  of  the  ear 

Diseases  of  the  heart 
and  arteries 

10 

10 

12 

13 

14 

16 

14 

15 

15 

16 

16 

13 

Upper  respiratory  diseases 

6 

7 

8 

3 

2 

4 

4 

3 

2 

1 

7 

10 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

15 

12 

13 

15 

15 

6 

7 

9 

14 

12 

16 

8 

Constipation 

12 

8 

6 

13 

13 

3 

4 

4 

2 

2 

13 

6 

Other  diseases  of  the 
digestive  system 

6 

7 

5 

14 

21 

11 

16 

8 

4 

6 

6 

9 

Diseases  of  the  urinary 
system  and  male  genital 
organs 

8 

6 

8 

10 

8 

12 

11 

8 

7 

5 

17 

8 

Diseases  of  the  breast  and 
female  genital  organs 

Complications  of  pregnancy 
and  the  puerperium 

2 

m 

m 

5 

2 

3 

1 

3 

m 

3 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  the  skin  and 
subcutaneous  tissues 

13 

13 

9 

9 

10 

12 

14 

15 

14 

12 

20 

14 

Diseases  of  the  bones, 
joints  and  muscles 

m 

m 

m 

«• 

1 

2 

m 

m 

m 

m 

Injuries 

27 

27 

24 

28 

20 

23 

26 

23 

19 

25 

25 

27 

Senility 

35 

3  6 

34 

34 

21 

27 

35 

33 

31 

43 

29 

38 

Other  defined  and  ill- 
defined  diseases  or 
disabilities 

101 

103 

89 

79 

74 

97 

91 

72 

78 

76 

38 

59 

Diseases  not  specified 

Nursing  equipment  (for  loan) 

A  stock  of  nursing  equipment  is  maintained  in  the  department 
for  use  by  patients  who  require  it  and  who  are  being  nursed 
at  home.  Details  of  the  number  of  items  lent  under  the  scheme 
are  given  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

Training  of  District  Nurses 

The  West  Midlands  authorities,  (Wolverhampton,  West  Brom¬ 
wich,  Smethwick,  Dudley,  Walsall  County  Boroughs  and  Stafford¬ 
shire  County)  run  a  district  nurse  training  course  jointly  at  the 
Walsall  Technical  College  with  lecturers  from  all  the  areas. 
So  far  8  nurses  from  West  Bromwich  have  passed  the  examination 
It  has  been  agreed  that  the  district  nurses  shall  go  to  successive 
courses  two  being  freed  at  a  time.  The  nursing  staff  are  keen 
to  be  trained. 

The  joint  course  was  organised  at  a  very  low  cost,  with 
the  minimum  of  difficulty,  and  has  been  most  successful. 


Equipment 

The  nurses  use  the  traditional  form  of  nursing  bag,  which 
needs  redesigning  in  a  lighter  and  more  easily  cleaned  form. 
A  great  deal  of  thought  needs  be  given  to  the  introduction  of  modern 
methods  and  equipment,  but  this  will  need  to  be  done  nationally. 
The  use  of  cartridge  and  disposable  syringes  and  some  pre¬ 
packed  dressings  have  however  been  introduced  to  the  advantage 
of  the  service. 

A  total  of  4  cars  is  provided  by  the  Corporation  for  transport 
and  the  remaining  nurses  have  free  passes  for  use  on  public 
transport  or  cycle  allowances. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  recommended  timetable  for  infants  of  procedure  in 
connection  with  protective  measures  which  was  adopted  during 
1961  was  amended  in  November  1962  to  bring  smallpox  vaccination 
in  at  a  later  stage.  This  protection  was  given  to  infants  at  5 
months  of  age  until  the  Minister  of  Health  advised  that  smallpox 
vaccination  should  take  place  in  the  first  two  years  of  life, 
preferably  during  the  second  year.  The  latest  timetable  is  now 
as  follows:- 


2  —  4  months 
7-9  months 


Three  injections  against  whooping  cough, 
diphtheria  and  tetanus  at  monthly  intervals. 

Oral  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis- 
3  doses. 


12  months  —  2  years  Vaccination  against  smallpox. 


18-20  months 


One  booster  injection  against  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus. 


Disposable  syringes  are  used  in  the  Local  Authority  services. 


Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

Vaccination  of  infants  against  smallpox  is  carried  out  at 
the  infant  welfare  centres  and  by  general  practitioners.  The 
number  of  primary  vaccinations  in  children  under  five  years  of 
age  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Age  at  date 

of  vaccination 

Under 

1  year 

1  Year 

2-4 

Y  ear* 

5-14 

Y  ears 

15  years 

and  over 

T  otal 

Number  vaccinated 
(primary) 

280 

877 

811 

1,476 

4,307 

7,751 

Number 

re-vaccinated 

1 

2 

6 

22 

574 

Li  -  -  ,■  - - 

605 

The  health  visitors  constantly  remind  parents  of  the  need 
for  vaccination,  but  the  number  of  infants  vaccinated  is  small 
in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  births.  The  procedure  is  unpopular 
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and  lacks  the  emotional  appeal  of  poliomyelitis  vaccination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  vaccinated  over  the  last  ten  years:- 


Y  ear 

Number  of  children 
vaccinated  under  1  year 

Percentage  of 
Live  Births 

1953 

264 

17.6 

1954 

234 

15.4 

1955 

368 

25.6 

1956 

499 

32.5 

1957 

457 

26.9 

1958 

499 

30.0 

1959 

557 

33.1 

1960 

318 

18.7 

1961 

131 

7.2 

1962 

280 

15.0 

Some  explanation  of  the  changes  in  the  figures  of  infants 
during  the  last  3  years  is  necessary. 

Until  the  beginning  of  1960  vaccination  of  infants  against 
smallpox  was  recommended  at  5  months  of  age.  From  that  time 
until  late  1961  it  was  recommended  at  12  months  of  age  because 
of  certain  published  studies  of  complications. 

In  September,  1961  however  following  further  advice  the 
recommended  age  was  again  given  as  5  months,  and  in  November 
1962  the  Ministry  of  Health  advised  a  change  back  to  the  second 
year  of  life. 

The  following  table  shows  the  acceptances  for  children 
under  the  age  of  5  years  compared  with  the  estimated  population 
in  that  age  group. 


Y  ear 

Number 

vaccinated 

Estimated 

population 

1962 

1,968 

8,000 

1961 

450 

7,900 

1960 

395 

7,900 

1959 

617 

7,800 

1958 

530 

7,500 

1957 

493 

7,300 

- ' _ 
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The  greatly  increased  figures  for  1962  are  due  to  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  a  case  of  smallpox  in  the  town  and  a  number  of  cases 
elsewhere  in  the  country. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

Protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus 
is  freely  available  to  all  children  at  the  local  authority  clinics 
and  from  family  doctors. 

A  total  of  1,369  infants  was  given  protection  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year  and  a  total  of  1,707  reinforcement  injections  was 
given  to  school  children.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1961 
were  1,214  and  1,005  respectively. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentages  of  the  under 
15  population  estimated  to  have  been  immunised  during  the  years 

1958  -  1962. 


Estimated  Percentage  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheric 


1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

Age  0—14  years 

47 

40 

49 

46 

54 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  were 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  year:- 


PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 


AGE 

GROUP 

Number  of  persons  who  hove  received 

Salk  V 

accine 

Oral  Vaccine 

1  injection 
only 

Second 

Injection 

1  dose 
only 

2  doses 
only 

Third 

Dose 

0  -  1 

12 

10 

127 

126 

125 

1  -  2 

335 

333 

553 

547 

676 

2-20 

958 

946 

374 

309 

407 

20  -  30 

172 

166 

73 

71 

112 

Others 

627 

623 

441 

291 

572 

TOTAL 

2,104 

2,078 

1,568 

1,344 

1,892 

REINFORCING  DOSES 


No.  of  persons  given  third  injection  of  Salk  Vaccine 

2,895 

No.  of  persons  given  fourth  injection  of  Salk  Vaccine 

174 

!  No.  of  persons  given  a  reinforcing  dose  of 

I - Qi.gJ  Vaccine  after, 

!(i)  2  Salk  doses  7, 1 1 9 

(ill  3  5 oik  coses  460 
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By  the  end  of  1962  it  was  estimated  that  81%  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  under  the  age  of  20  years  had  been  vaccinated  against 
poliomyelitis  since  vaccination  started.  The  England  and  Wales 
figure  is  83%. 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


B.C.G.  vaccination  continued  to  be  offered  to  children  who 
reached  the  age  of  13  years.  Of  1,714  children  eligible,  1,447 
(84%)  accepted.  Of  these,  1,423  received  the  skin  test,  and 
1,296  children  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination.  No  complications 
of  vaccination  occurred. 

One  hundred  and  two  children  had  positive  skin  tests,  i.e., 
they  had  already  come  into  contact  with  tuberculosis  infection. 
This  gives  a  positive  skin  test  rate  of  7.1%  and  continues  the 
downward  trend  first  noticed  in  1960.  The  following  table  shows 
the  rates  for  the  last  four  years:- 

1959  1960  1961  1962 

Positive  skin  test  rate.  17%  11%  8.6%  7.1% 

All  the  children  who  had  positive  Mantoux  tests  were  given 
appointments  for  chest  x-ray  and  investigation  by  the  Chest 
Physician  at  the  Chest  Clinic.  As  a  result,  two  girls  were 
admitted  to  Heath  Lane  Hospital  for  further  investigation  and 
were  later  notified  as  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Both  made  complete 
recoveries  and  have  remained  well.  Five  other  children  had 
radiological  abnormalities  which  merited  a  period  of  observation, 
but  none  of  these  were  subsequently  notified. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered  amongst  immediate 
contacts  of  any  of  these  mantoux-positive  children. 
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Nominal  Roll 

Total  of 

Acceptances 

Total  of 

Mantoux  test 

Total 

Positive  s 

Absentees 

Total  given 

B.C.G. 

\ 

38 

34 

33 

7 

1 

26 

! 

r>.  t  :  C/> 

Girls  o  > 

30 

29 

29 

1 

28 

Boys 

3  — 

-*• 

V 1 

78 

71 

68 

5 

4 

62 

Girls 

Technical 

High 

71 

61 

55 

5 

7 

49 

Boys 

104 

83 

81 

8 

6 

69 

Girls 

Charle- 

mont 

124 

89 

84 

' 

9 

13 

67 

Boys 

71 

58 

<57 

2 

1 

55 

Girls 

Grammar 

65 

44 

43 

1 

1 

42 

Boys 

99 

84 

8 

5 

1 

78 

Girls 

Hill  Top 

115 

105 

105 

6 

99 

Boys 

117 

96 

95 

7 

1 

88 

Girls 

£_  o 

154 

142 

141 

13 

2 

127 

Boys 

-+ 

ft?  to 

CD 

74 

62 

61 

3 

1 

58 

Girls 

Spon 

Lane 

78 

66 

66 

3 

2 

61 

Boys 

34 

24 

24 

7 

2 

15 

Girls 

Mill- 

fields 

36 

32 

32 

3 

1 

1 

28 

Boys 

201 

168 

168 

4 

1 

163 

Girls 

n 

W 

225 

199 

198 

13 

5 

181 

Boys 

O-  n 

t/* 

1 

%  S  N 

NJ  —  ^  ^4 

vO  -tv  O  NO  -tv  — 

On  vO  OJ  -^1  -tv 

Totals 

{ 


B.C.G.  PROGRAMME  -  1962 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


General  Arrangements 

The  service  is  administered  and  operated  by  the  Corporation’s 
Transport  Department  on  behalf  of  the  Health  Committee.  Ambul¬ 
ances  are  used  for  journeys  in  West  Bromwich  and  to  and  from 
centres  in  the  Midlands.  A  total  of  3  patients  were  carried  by 
train  in  1962. 


Ambulances 

Vehicles  in  Service: 


Type 

Placed  in  Service 

1962  Mileage 

Daimler 

26.7.49 

2,931 

Morris 

6.7.49 

7,590 

Daimler 

22.1.51 

13,083 

Daimler 

25.5.56 

13,433 

Morris 

1.7.57 

18,586 

Morris 

8.7.58 

16,509 

Morris 

18.7.62 

19,233 

Morris 

7.9.62 

5,236 

Total 

96,601 

The  two  new 

vehicles  are  13  seater 

sitting  case  vehicles 

fitted  with  diesel 

engines.  This  type  of 

power  unit  has  shown 

substantial  fuel  saving  compared  with  petrol  driven  units. 


Work  Done 


The  figures  below  show  the  use  of  the  service  over  the 
last  ten  years:- 


Year 

No.  of  Patients 

Mi  leage 

1953 

18,275 

80,339 

1954 

19,800 

83,984 

1955 

22,470 

88,392 

1956 

21,305 

84,215 

1957 

21,580 

87,608 

1958 

23,383 

85,914 

1959 

23,712 

88,580 

1960 

23,896 

85,733 

1961 

27,283 

96,518 

1962 

29,165 

96,601 
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The  concept  of  an  ambulance  service  being  constantly 
involved  in  rushing  dangerously  ill  or  injured  persons  to  hospital, 
in  a  dramatic  way,  is  far  from  the  truth,  as  shown  by  the  following 
table.  This  shows  the  number  of  outpatients  carried  to  hospital 
for  treatment.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  greater  proportion  of  patients 
carried  are  those  for  routine  treatment  or  examination,  and  much 
of  ambulance  work  is  purely  transport  passengers. 


Year 

No.  of  Out- 

1953 

13,548 

1954 

15,009 

1955 

16,710 

1956 

14,952 

1957 

15,062 

1958 

17,189 

1959 

17,598 

1960 

17,339 

1961 

20,615 

1962 

22,605 

Much  of  this  rise  is  due  to  the  development  of  extensive 
out-patients  facilities  in  the  form  of  a  day  hospital  at  All  Saints 
Hospital  (for  the  mentally  ill). 


Supply  of  Oxygen 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  oxygen  in  an  emergency 
to  patients  in  their  own  homes,  at  the  request  of  the  family 
doctor,  continued  to  operate.  An  oxygen  set  supplied  through 
arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Executive  Council  is  immed¬ 
iately  available  at  the  depot. 


Staff 


Advanced  training  was  carried  out  by  means  of  a  series  of 
lectures  by  local  medical  consultants.  These  lectures  were 
attended  by  personnel  from  neighbouring  authorities. 

The  appointment  of  four  shift  leaders  and  one  deputy  was 
made  during  1962  with  overall  responsibilities  for  dealing  with 
enquiries  and  control  of  ambulances  outside  normal  working  hours. 


Major  Accidents 

A  scheme  provides  for  immediate  nursing  and  medical  help 
with  equipment  from  hospital  within  a  few  minutes  and  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  police,  fire  and  hospital  authorities  for  control 
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of  the  incident,  ambulance  directions  and  use  of  hospital  beds. 

A  printed  booklet  “Emergency  Catastrophe  Procedure" 
has  been  issued  for  the  guidance  of  the  staff  concerned. 

The  whole  procedure  which  is  revised  periodically  went 
into  action  when  a  chemical  explosion  in  a  vehicle  wrecked  a 
number  of  houses  in  the  Friar  Park  area  at  about  11  a.rr.,  on 
6th  February  1962.  A  brief  account  of  this  will  be  found  else¬ 
where  in  the  report. 
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CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


Convalescence 

Patients,  are  sent  for  convalescence  on  the  recommendation 
of  their  own  doctors  and  hospital  consultants.  They  contribute 
towards  the  cost  according  to  their  means.  Altogether  66  applica¬ 
tions  were  investigated,  20  of  these  subsequently  declined  to 
accept  the  arrangements  that  could  be  made  for  them,  some  because 
they  were  in  benefit  for  this  purpose  under  some  other  scheme, 
e.g.,  friendly  society,  and  some  because  they  could  not  make 
suitable  d  omestic  arrangements. 

A  total  of  46  persons  received  recuperative  holidays  under 
the  authority's  scheme  and  most  of  the  patients  were  accommo¬ 
dated  in  homes  by  the  sea. 

In  addition  to  convalescent  home  fees,  travelling  expenses 
were  paid  in  respect  of  43  patients. 

Recommendations 

These  were  made  as  fol lows 

By  General  Practitioners  45 

By  Hospital  Physicians 

and  Surgeons  ] 
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Age  Group  of  Patients 

The  46  patients  were  of  the  following  age  groups: 


Under  21  years 

1 

21  to  44  years 

10 

45  to  64  years 

21 

65  years  and  over 

14 

46 


Details  of  Accommodation 

Patients  were  accommodated  as  follows:- 
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Convalescent  Homes 

Men 

Women 

Mildmay,  Worthing. 

1 

- 

Rest  Haven,  Exmouth. 

5 

2 

Bell  Memorial  Home,  Lancing  on  Sea. 

- 

2 

Llandudno  Convalescent  Home 
(Birmingham  Hospital  Saturday  Fund) 

5 

8 

Weston-super-Mare  Convalescent  Home, 
(Birmingham  Hospital  Saturday  Fund) 

5 

15 

Westwood,  Blackpool. 

1 

- 

Clevedon,  Weston-super-Mare 

2 

- 

19 

27 

LOAN  EQUIPMENT 


Stocks  of  nursing  equipment  for  use  in  patients’  homes  are 
he  Id  at  the  nurses  centre.These  articles  are  lent  on  the  recommend¬ 
ation  of  a  general  practitioner,  midwife  or  district  nurse.  On 
return  they  are  disinfected  where  necessary  and  thoroughly 
cleansed. 

The  following  types  of  equipment  were  available  for  use 
during  the  year:- 


Air  rings 
Back  rests 
Bed  cradles 
Bed  pans 

Bedsteads  (special) 
Commode  chairs 
Crutches 
Urinals 

Waterproof  sheets 
Walking  sticks 
Walking  aids 


Bed  wedges 

Feeding  cups 

Head  poles  and  chains 

Housechairs 

Mattresses  and  covers 

Nocturnal  enuresis  alarms 

Spinal  Carriages 

Spinal  supports 

Sputum  cups 

Wheel  chairs 

Fracture  boards 


This  is  a  service  which  is  continually  expanding.  No  charge 
is  made  for  the  use  of  the  equipment,  but  each  borrower  is  re¬ 
quired  to  sign  an  agreement  to  return  items  loaned  within  three 
me  nths  and  in  good  condition.  The  loan  period  can  be  extended 
by  signing  a  further  agreement. 


Chiropody  Service 

In  August  1961  the  Council’s  decision  to  introduce  a  chiropody 
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service  was  implemented.  A  fully  qualified  Chiropodist  was 
appointed  together  with  an  attendant,  and  suitable  equipment 
purchased. 

The  service  is  restricted  to  certain  categories  which  are 
shown  below  with  the  charges  made  for  treatment:- 


Aged,  Handicapped,  Blind  persons 
Expectant  Mothers 


Clinic  Home 

Treatment  Treatment 


2/6  4/- 

5/-  7/6 


An  appointment  system  is  operated,  a  full-time  chiropodist 
works  10  sessions  per  week  and  is  assisted  by  a  sessional 
chiropodist  who  provides  2  sessions  per  week. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  treatments  given 
during  1962. 


t 

CLINIC 

_ 

DOMICILIARY 

PART  III 

ACCOMMODATION 

1  Male 

Fema  le 

Male 

Fema  le 

Male 

F  ema  le 

I  236 

1 

1 

1,120 

58 

304 

114 

201 

i 

Totals  1,356 

362 

315 

During  the  year  a  total  of  307  new  patients  attended. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  chiropodist  deals  with  an  average 
of  7  treatments  each  clinic  session  and  2  or  3  each  domiciliary 
session  depending  upon  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  travelling 
between  addresses  by  public  transport. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Staff 

The  Home  Help  Service  at  the  end  of  the  year  employed 
16  full-time  staff  and  47  part-time  staff,  making  an  equivalent 
of  approximately  46  in  terms  of  full-time  staff. 

The  greater  amount  of  work  is  done  in  the  morning  -  this 
being  the  most  convenient  time,  both  to  the  patients  and  to  the  help. 


General  Arrangements 

Home  helps  are  available  to  meet  the  needs  of  thosei  resid¬ 
ents  of  the  town  who  for  various  reasons  are  unable,  either 
temporarily  or  permanently,  to  manage  their  own  housework  and 
who  need  help  at  home  to  make  life  bearable. 

The  service  is  one  for  which  a  charge  is  made,  based  on 
the  financial  position  of  the  family  and  the  hours  of  service  given. 

The  number  of  patients  helped  over  the  previous  ten  years 
is  shown  in  the  following  table:- 


Year 

Maternity 

Aged  and  Chronic  Sick 

1953 

59 

195 

1954 

43 

225 

1955 

27 

239 

1956 

48 

246 

1957 

54 

293 

1958 

40 

323 

1959 

45 

365 

1960 

72 

382 

1961 

58 

420 

1962 

53 

422 

Persons  Helped 


During  the  year  a  total  of  199  new  patients  was  given  help 
for  the  first  time  and  of  these  106  were  chronic  sick,  53  maternity, 
and  2  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

The  position  over  the  last  few  years  is  shown  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table:- 
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1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Confinements  at  home 

42 

44 

« 

40 

44 

69 

46 

49 

Other  maternity  cases 

6 

10 

m 

1 

3 

12 

4 

Aged  and  chronic  sick 

246 

293 

323 

365 

380 

420 

422 

T  uberculosis 

10 

8 

10 

7 

7 

8 

6 

Problem  families 

3 

4 

6 

8 

9 

8 

10 

Others  including 
acute  illness 

35 

38 

42 

47 

56 

57 

49 

TOTALS 

342 

397 

421 

472 

524 

551 

540 

There  were  237  patients  who  received  continuous  help 
throughout  the  year.  The  patients  receiving  more  than  three 
month’s  duration  of  help  remaining  on  the  books  at  the  end  of 
1962  can  be  classified  as  follows:- 


Chronic  sick  under  65  6 

Chronic  sick  over  65  282 

Tuberculosis  4 

Charges  for  the  Service 

Patients  receiving  help  paid  as  follows:- 


Full  cost  85 

Part  cost  444 

The  patients  paying  full  costs  were  as  follows:- 


Maternity  39 

Short  term  17 

Chronic  sick  29 
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A  total  of  11  cases  were  granted  free  help  because  of  special 
circumstances. 


Night  Attendance  Service 

This  service  is  designed  to  provide  attendance  at  night  for 
cases  of  illness  and  emergency  when  other  arrangements  cannot  be 
maae.  it  is  therefore  only  used  for  urgent  need  end  is  not  a  iarce 
and  extensive  service. 

During  the  year  2  persons  were  willing  to  do  this  work  ond 
they  dealt  with  6  cases  for  the  following  reasons:- 

Chronic  Sick: 

Heart  disease  3 

Stroke  2 

Senility  1 

Small  though  this  service  is,  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  value 

to  the  recipien  ts. 


Home  Help  Washing  Service 

This  service  provides  for  the  laundering  of  articles  from 
homes  where  the  home  help  is  visiting.  The  actual  washina  is 
undertaken  at  the  hospital  laundry  but  the  articles  are  brought 
by  the  home  helps  to  the  Health  Department  in  plastic  bags. 

Some  5  or  6  bags  of  soiled  washing  are  dealt  with  weekly 
and  this  amounts  to  an  average  of  20  articles  each  week.  These 
are  mostly  bed  sheets  and  nightwear. 


MENTAL  HEALTH 


The  function  of  the  local  health  authority  in  this  field  re¬ 
late  to  the  provision  of  mental  welfare  officers  with  responsibili¬ 
ties  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  mentally  disordered  persons, 
the  provision  of  a  social  and  visiting  service  to  the  mentally 
ill  and  handicapped,  of  training  centres  for  the  mentally  handi¬ 
capped,  and  also  the  provision  of  residential  accommodation 
for  all  groups  of  mentally  disordered  persons. 


General  Arrangements 

The  Health  Committee  is  responsible  for  the  mental  health 
service  and  considers  business  as  necessary  at  its  monthly 
meetings. The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  deputy  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  administration  of  the  service  assisted  by  two 
mental  welfare  officers,  one  trained  social  worker  and  a  mental 
health  officer  for  work  with  mentally  subnormal.  Arrangements 
are  made  for  the  officers  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Smethwick 
and  West  Bromwich  to  relieve  each  other  so  as  to  provide  adequate 
staff  for  a  continuous  24  hour  service. 


Mental  Illness 

The  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  is  allocated  to  the  catch¬ 
ment  area  of  the  All  Saints  Hospital,  Winson  Green,  Birmingham, 
and  the  majority  of  patients  resident  in  the  Borough  requiring 
in-patient  treatment  were  admitted  to  that  hospital  but  in  the 
case  of  patients  only  temporarily  resident  within  the  Borough 
at  the  time  of  the  onset  of  mental  illness,  arrangements  were 
made  for  admission  to  the  hospital  covering  the  home  address 
whenever  practicable. 

In  April  of  this  year,  together  with  Wednesbury  and  Darlaston, 
West  Bromwich  was  allocated  a  new  admission  ward  for  female 
patients  under  the  age  of  65  years,  which  was  opened  in  the 
grounds  of  the  hospital.  This  made  it  easier  to  obtain  beds  for 
this  group  of  patients  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
12  persons  from  West  Bromwich  in  this  ward. 

A  weekly  case  conference  is  held  on  the  ward,  which  the 
mental  welfare  officers  attend.  The  Consultant  in  charge  also 
sees  out-patients  in  this  ward  and  during  the  year  a  clinic  was  est¬ 
ablished  at  Hallam  Hospital,  where  this  Consultant  saw  new  and 
discharged  patients. 

The  use  of  compulsory  power  is  always  unpleasant  and  is 
used  as  a  last  resort,  and  unless  impossible,  the  agreement  of 
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relatives  is  sought  prior  to  the  use  of  a  compulsory  order. 

Pctients  can  be  admitted  to  hospital  informally  or  on  an 
authority  for  detention  which  allows  the  hospital  to  detain  them 
for  stated  periods  of  time,  but  there  are  strict  rules  which  govern 
the  use  of  compulsory  powers,  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  patients  admitted  informally  and  on  orders  (or  authority 
for  detention)  over  the  past  nine  years:- 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

- 1 

1962  ! 

|  informally 

* 

57 

65 

91 

44 

41 

77 

81 

150 

. 

179  ! 

!  Compulsory 
|  Detention 

46 

47 

68 

119 

108 

101 

124 

89 

76  i 

TOTALS 

103 

112 

Ji.9 

163 

149 

178. 

205 

239 

-25i 

Apart  from  these  admissions,  8  people  residing  in  the  area 
of  other  local  authorities  were  admitted  from  West  Bromwich  - 
4  under  compulsory  powers  and  4  on  an  informal  basis,  making 
a  total  of  263  admissions  in  all. 

In  1962,  76  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital  under  com¬ 
pulsory  powers  for  observation  and  treatment.  Of  these  50  were 
admitted  under  emergency  powers  giving  the  hospital  authority  to 
detain  for  72  hours,  23  were  admitted  for  observation,  giving 
hospital  authority  to  detain  for  28  days  and  3  were  admitted  for 
treatment  which  gives  the  hospital  authority  to  detain  the  patient 
for  an  initial  period  of  one  year  after  which  the  case  is  reviewed. 
Of  these  3,  2  patients  were  already  in  hospital  and  the  other  was 
admitted  direct  from  his  own  home.  Of  the  50  patients  admitted 
under  emergency  powers,  33  were  made  informal  at  the  expiration 
of  the  72  hours  and  the  hospital  took  steps  in  14  cases  to  detain 
them  for  28  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  they  were  made 
informal  patients.  Three  patients  were  discharged  within  the  72 
hours. 

During  the  year  the  hospital  had  to  use  the  procedure  for 
detaining  2  informal  patients  for  three  days,  during  which  time 
the  mental  welfare  officer  had  to  organise  the  necessary  applica¬ 
tion  and  medical  recommendations  to  enable  the  hospital  to 
to  detain  the  patient  for  a  further  28  days. 

Out  of  thetotal  of  255  admissions  during  the  year, 48  patients 
were  still  in  hospital  on  31st  December,  but  of  these,  11  were 
admitted  during  the  month  of  December  and  4  during  November. 
This  shows  the  the  usual  stay  in  hospital  is  less  than  two 
months. 

During  the  year,  West  Bromwich  continued  to  provide  trans¬ 
port  for  patients  to  attend  the  day  hospitals  run  by  All  Saints 
Hospital.  The  daily  number  fluctuated  and  one  time  was  as  high 
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as  26,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  average  was  20  patients 
per  day 

As  part  of  their  treatment,  some  patients  have  been  encour¬ 
aged  to  make  their  own  way  to  and  from  the  hospital  by  public 
transport. 


Old  Age  and  Mental  Illness 

The  problem  of  old  people,  often  living  alone,  suffering 
from  mental  disorder  of  varying  degrees,  referred  by  doctors 
and  other  sources,  is  increasing  and  a  source  of  concern. 

Action  varies  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case. 
Temporary  admission  to  a  geriatric  ward  of  a  general  hospital 
was  the  answer  in  some  cases,  but  more  often  that  was  not 
possible  because  of  the  shortage  of  beds.  Social  activity,  friendly 
visitation,  contact  with  relatives  and  friends  to  stimulate  interest 
in  the  old  people,  and  reference  to  other  social  services,  was  in 
some  cases  successful. 

Unfortunately  there  is  little  ‘turnover’  in  this  category  of 
patients  at  the  hospitals .  There  are  a  number  of  patients  who  are 
fit  enough  mentally  to  be  discharged  from  the  mental  hospitals 
but  have  to  remain  in  hospital  because  there  are  no  relatives  or 
friends  able  or  willing  to  assist  and  no  alternative  facilities 
available  for  their  care. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  problems  of  the  senile  psychotic  patients 
of  this  type  will  be  assisted  by  the  provision  of  special  accommo¬ 
dation  now  being  built. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  over  60 
years  of  age  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  over  the  last  9  years:- 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Informa  i 

12 

12 

15 

6 

8 

9 

17 

26 

44 

Admitted  under 
compulsory  powers 

13 

21 

20 

35 

26 

32 

33 

29 

19 

TOTALS 

25 

33 

35 

41 

34 

41 

50 

55 

63 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  during  1962,  19 
patients  of  60  years  or  more  in  age  were  admitted  under  compul¬ 
sory  powers  to  hospital.  Of  these,  14  were  admitted  under  emer¬ 
gency  powers,  11  became  informal  after  the  expiration  of  the 
72  hours,  2  were  detained  for  28  days  and  then  became  informal, 
and  one  was  discharged  within3  days  of  admission.  The  5  patients 
who  were  originally  admitted  for  28  days  observation  became 
informal  at  the  end  of  that  time. 


56 


Of  the  63  patients  in  this  age  group  admitted  to  hospital 
during  the  year,  16  are  still  there.  Thirty  patients  died  in  hospital 
during  the  year  and  of  these  14  were  in  hospital  on  1st  January, 
1962,  the  other  16  being  admitted  during  the  year. 

On  31st  December,  1962,  there  were  45  patients  over  60  in 
mental  hospital,  many  remaining  there  because  of  the  lack  of 
suitable  accommodation  in  the  community.  Ail  these  old  people 
require  is  supervision,  usually  at  night,  and  some  accommodation 
for  residential  care  has  been  planned  for  this  group. 

Community  Case  Work 

The  mental  health  staff  have  attempted  to  meet  the  needs  of 
patients  coming  within  their  purview,  often  with  success. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  service  to  those  patients 
who  are  found  not  to  require  admission  to  hospital  but  are  referred 
for  general  social  help  by  doctors  and  other  persons,  for  the 
provision  of  visiting  can  sometimes  prevent  admissionto  hospital. 

The  co-operation  of  other  social  agencies  such  as  probation 
officers,  the  Ministry  of  Labour  Resettlement  Officer, the  National 
Assistance  Board,  and  the  voluntary  organisations,  has  been 
most  helpful. 

The  assistance  of  the  staff  has  been  increasingly  sought  by 
the  hospital  medical  staff  and  their  social  workers  in  making 
contact  with  relatives  of  in-patients  and  giving  a  full  social 
history  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  staff.  This  type  of  work  is 
undoubtedly  increasing. 

Weekly  case  conferences  are  held  at  All  Saints  Hospital. 
The  contact  thus  made  ensures  continuity  of  service  to  the 
patients  after  their  discharge  from  hospital. 


Social  Club 

The  Psychiatric  Social  Club  has  promoted  the  general  welfare 
of  patients  and  is  a  simple  form  of  social  therapy  which  does 
often  succeed  in  helping  patients  to  live  normal  lives  in  spite  of 
their  illness. 

Members  are  encouraged  to  be  responsible  for  the  general 
management  of  the  club  affairs,  assisted  by  the  mental  health 
staff.  A  small  executive  committee  of  members  administers  the 
club’s  activities  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  enthusiasm  they 
show.  The  membership  is  about  45  and  the  weekly  meeting 
attracts  an  average  of  35  members. 


57 


Mental  Subnormality 
Additions  to  the  Register 


During  1962,  12  new  cases  were  added  to  the  register. 
Of  these  7  were  notified  by  West  Bromwich  Education  Authority 
under  Section  57/3  of  the  Education  Act  of  194 4,  there  were 
two  transfers  -  one  from  Leicestershire  County  Council  and  the 
other  from  Staffordshire  County  Council,  and  3  were  notified  from 
other  sources  —  Birmingham  Children’s  Hospital  and  the  Children's 
Department.  Details  of  these  are  as  follows:- 


Notified  by  West  Bromwich 
Education  Authority 

Transferred  from 
Leicestershire  and 
Staffordshire  County  Council 

Other  sources 


Under  16  Over  16 
M 

Subnormal 
Severely 
Subnormal  1 

Subnormal 
Severely 
Subnormal  1 

Subnormal 
Severely 
Subnormal  2 


F  M  F 

6 

1 

1 


Of  those  notified  by  the  Local  Education  Authority,  5 
females  are  attending  the  Training  Centre,  the  remaining  2  patients 
are  receiving  friendly  visitation.  The  2severe!y  subnormal  patients 
notified  by  the  Birmingham  Children’s  Hospital,  were  admitted 
St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  as  informal  patients. 

The  severely  subnormal  girl  over  the  age  of  16  years,  notified 
by  the  Children’s  Department,  has  been  admitted  to  Monyhull 
Hall  Hospital  as  an  informal  patient. 


Hospital  Care 

During  1962,  5  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital,  4  on  an 
informal  basis  and  one  through  the  Courts  under  Section  60  of 
the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959.  Of  the  4  informal  admissions,  3 
were  severely  subnormal  children  -  2  boys  and  1  girl,  and  one 
boy  had  2  short-stay  periods  during  the  year  to  relieve  the 
parents. 

At  the  end  of  1962,  152  West  Bromwich  persons  were  in 
receipt  of  care  and  training  in  various  hospitals  and  homes. 
Their  classifications  under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  were 
as  follows:- 
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Male 

Female 

Subnormal 

6 

7 

Severely  subnormal 

60 

77 

Psychopathic  disorder 

2 

- 

68 

84 

Of  these  126  are  informal  patients  who  are  free  to  leave 
hospital  and  only  26  are  compulsorily  detained. 

Community  Care 

When  statutory  supervision  by  the  local  authority  was 
replaced  by  friendly  visiting,  a  review  of  all  cases  in  the  community 
was  undertaken.  Many  people  who  had  been  on  statutory  super¬ 
vision  were  known  to  be  well  integrated  into  the  community, 
either  in  outside  employment  or  in  the  home,  and  these  have 
been  removed  from  the  regular  visiting  list  after  they  had  been 
told  the  help  would  be  available  from  the  mental  welfare  de¬ 
partment  if  they  ever  needed  it.  A  total  of  157  persons  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  receive  friendly  visits  from  the  mental  heal+h  social 
worker.  Also  receiving  visits  are  3  persons  who  have  recently 
left  hospital.  Two  have  been  discharged  from  order,  have  married 
and  are  receiving  friendly  visitation. 

The  table  given  below  gives  details:- 
Friendiy  Visiting 

Under  16 
M  F 

Severely  subnormal  23  21 

Subnormal 

On  Extended  Leave  of  Absence  from  Hospital 

Severely  subnormal 
Subnormal 


Over  16 
M  F 

24  42 

18  26 


Clinic  for  the  Mentally  Subnormal 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  St.  Margaret's 
Hospital  for  a  clinic  for  the  subnormal  to  be  held  in  West  Brom¬ 
wich  each  month.  This  clinic,  which  started  in  October,  has  been 
most  successful  and  the  advice  of  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist 
in  charge  has  proved  most  valuable  in  dealing  with  the  various 
types  of  patient  referred  to  him  for  an  opinion. 

The  clinic  is  able  to  deal  with  four  patients  per  session. 
Private  Doctors  concerned  are  advised  beforehand  and  are 
subsequently  sent  a  copy  of  the  consultant’s  opinion. 


59 


Training  Centre 

“The  Crest"  Training  Centre  provides  facilities  for  sub¬ 
normal  persons  who  have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority  as  unsuitable  for  education  in  school  and  for  mentally 
handicapped  adults  to  receive  both  training  and  occupation 
suitable  to  their  abilities. 

In  the  Junior  Section,  from  the  age  of  5  to  15  years,  the 
classes  are  mixed  but  for  those  aged  16  years  and  over,  there 
are  separate  classes  for  men  and  women,  each  with  a  craft 
instructor  of  their  own  sex. 

The  composition  of  the  staff  at  the  31st  December,  was 

1  Supervisor 
1  Male  Craft  Instructor 
1  Female  Craft  Instructor 
3  Assistant  Supervisors 

1  General  Assistant 

2  Domestics 


On  the  register  at  “The  Crest", 

Male 

at  31st  December:- 

Fema  le 

Total 

Under  16  years 

20 

17 

37 

Over  16  years 

10 

15 

25 

30  32  62 


The  average  daily  attendance  was:— 

Seniors  21 
Juniors  27 

i.e.,  a  total  daily  average  of  48. 

The  existing  building  is  now  fully  utilised  and  it  became 
necessary  to  consider  the  establishment  of  a  new  Training 
Centre  with  facilities  to  separate  the  juniors  and  seniors. 

The  hours  are  from  9.30  a.m.  to  3.30  p.m.,  and  include  a 
mid-day  meal,  the  children  being  taken  to  and  from  the  Centre 
in  specially  provided  transport.  The  junior  classes  close  for 
primary  school  holidays  and  the  senior  ones  for  a  total  of  8 
weeks  in  the  year. 

An  “Open  Day",  was  held  at  the  Centre  on  4th  June,  1962, 
which  was  attended  by  approximately  100  persons.  Activities  on 
that  day  took  place  as  follows:  — 

Morning  -  Juniors  gave  demonstration  of  “Modern  Movement", 
and  “Margaret  Morris", methods. 

Afternoon  -  Sports.  Races  of  all  kinds  were  run  by  children 
and  parents.  A  sale  of  handwork  was  held  and  the 
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proceeds  amounted  to  £112.  13s.  Od.,  end  further 
orders  were  taken.  Tea  and  cakes  were  served 
by  senior  girls.' The  Mayor  and  Mayoress  attended 
in  the  afternoon. 

At  Christmas,  parents  were  invited  to  the  Centre  to  see 
the  decorations  and  were  entertained  in  the  classrooms,  where 
they  had  refreshments  chosen  by  the  children.  Approximately 
50  parents  attended. 

Handwork  has  been  sold  throughout  the  year  and  the  total 
proceeds  taken  amount  to  £178.2s.0d.,  (including  the  “Open  Day"). 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Incidence 

There  were  221  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  (other  than 
tuberculosis)  notified  or  otherwise  ascertained  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of 
notifiable  disease  after  correction  of  diagnosis  during  each 
of  the  last  ten  years:- 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

D  i  phtheria 

7 

• 

1 

• 

• 

• 

1 

m 

Dysentery 

10 

26 

3 

57 

109 

7 

5 

26 

3 

3 

Acute  encephalitis 

- 

• 

• 

• 

1 

. 

. 

- 

• 

m 

T yphoid  fever 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Erys  ipelas 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

3 

Meas les 

373 

570 

994 

25 

1855 

227 

923 

223 

1160 

188 

Meningococcal  Infection 

5 

7 

4 

3 

2 

1 

- 

2 

* 

. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

• 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

Poliomy  litis: 

9 

7 

21 

10 

34 

12 

29 

17 

18 

3 

Para  lytic 

• 

6 

5 

2 

5 

. 

3 

4 

10 

• 

Non-paralytic 

3 

m 

2 

2 

1 

m 

1 

- 

3 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

11 

10 

9 

2 

4 

m 

3 

4 

2 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

77 

51 

65 

28 

17 

41 

70 

64 

27 

17 

Smallpox 

1 

Whooping  cough 

455 

124 

69 

223 

176 

25 

27 

167 

15 

5 

Paratyphoid  fever 

• 

1 

1 

- 

m 

m 

m 

- 

2 

* 

Food  poisoning 

4 

1 

65 

33 

46 

2 

4 

23 

1 

a 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  attributable  wholly  or 
in  part  to  infectious  diseases  during  the  last  ten  years:- 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

i  I 

1  962  i 

Diphtheria 

m 

«» 

1 

m 

Dysentery  &  Gastro 

1 

enteritis 

2 

1 

2 

1 

- 

4 

5 

7 

4 

4 

Acute  infective 

encephal  itis 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

« 

- 

- 

- 

• 

Meningococcal 

meningitis 

m 

1 

1 

m 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

m 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Whooping  cough 

- 

• 

1 

- 

• 

• 

- 

•> 

- 

• 

T  ubercuios  is: 

Pulmonary 

27 

32 

30 

15 

13 

19 

15 

16 

11 

11 

Non-pulmonary 

6 

3 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

_ 

* 

1 
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Diphtheria 


No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Dysentery 

A  total  of  3  cases  of  dysentery  was  notified  during  the 
year.  The  disease  was  due  to  the  Sonne  variety  of  the  organism 
and  was  mild  in  character.  There  was  no  general  spread  of 
infection  and  the  cases  made  uneventful  recoveries. 


Measles 

A  total  of  188  cases  of  measles  was  notified  compared 
with  1160  in  the  previous  year.  Measles  is  usually  prevalent 
in  alternate  years  and  the  drop  was  therefore  expected. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Only  1  case  was  notified.  The  disease  was  mild  and  re¬ 
covery  uneventful  and  complete. 

Pneumonia 

Three  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified.  Obviously  this 
this  figure  cannot  be  taken  to  indicate  the  prevalence  of  pneu¬ 
monia  in  the  town  because  the  only  forms  of  pneumonia  noti¬ 
fiable  are  acute  primary  and  influenzal.  Broncho-pneumonia 
(which  is  common)  is  not  a  notifiable  disease. 


Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1962. 


Scarlet  Fever 

A  total  of  17  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  notified  during 
the  year  none  of  which  were  admitted  to  hospital.  Scarlet  fever 
still  continues  to  be  a  mild  disease  and  the  figures  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  do  not  indicate  the  true  incidence  as  notification  is 
likely  to  be  incomplete. 
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Whooping  Cough 


A  total  of  5  cases  of  whooping  cough  was  notified. 

It  is  most  probable  that  this  is  a  substantial  underestimate 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough  as  notification 
is  likely  to  be  incomplete. 


Smallpox 

On  the  28th  December  1961  a  suspected  case  of  smallpox 
in  a  Pakistani  immigrant  was  admitted  to  hospital.  The  diagnosis 
was  confirmed  and  the  case  was  formally  notified  in  1962. 

As  reported  last  year  the  patient  arrived  at  London  Airport 
just  before  Christmas  and  travelled  to  West  Bromwich,  sub¬ 
sequently  going  to  Dudley  and  Darlaston,  returning  to  West 
Bromwich  and  finally  going  to  Tipton.  Immediate  action  was 
taken  to  vaccinate  and  place  under  observation  all  close  con¬ 
tacts  the  same  day. 

The  following  day  (29th  December)  confirmation  of  the 
diagnosis  was  received.  The  immediate  contacts  were  kept  in 
the  house  and  daily  surveillance  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  maintained  for  21  days. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  all  the  appropriate  assistance 
(National  Insurance,  liaison  with  the  employers  etc.)  to  be  dealt 
with  by  a  public  health  inspector.  More  remote  contacts  were 
vaccinated  and  visited  daily.  There  were  in  addition  contacts 
of  other  areas  from  different  parts  of  the  country  and  at  one  stage 
there  were  over  30  persons  receiving  daily  visits.  All  travellers 
arriving  from  Pakistan  and  India  were  also  visited,  together 
with  three  from  Dusseldorf  where  a  case  had  occurred. 

All  cases  of  chickenpox  were  seen  and  in  addition,  patients 
with  many  other  forms  of  rash.  The  diagnosis  of  many  of  these 
presented  difficult  problems  and  the  prompt  services  of  a  con¬ 
sultant  in  smallpox  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  of 
inestimable  value. 

A  further  importation  into  the  country,  which  resulted  in  a 
case  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  also  caused  great  public  alarm, 
and  a  demand  for  vaccination  from  the  general  public  irrespective 
of  contact.  To  complicate^  shortage  of  vaccine  developed  in  the 
Midland  area  and  emergency  distribution  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  Midlands. 

At  no  stage  was  mass  vaccination  recommended  in  West 
Bromwich,  although  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  protect  those 
persons  whose  occupations,  by  bringing  them  into  contact  with 
all  sections  of  the  population,  might  conceivably  have  provided 
greater  risk  of  contacting  the  disease* 
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No  secondary  case  occurred  in  the  borough  from  the  original 
West  Bromwich  case  or  from  any  other  case. 

The  importation  was  one  of  a  series  into  England  and 
Wales  but  it  placed  a  very  considerable  burden  on  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  to  which  was  added  the  effects  of  the 
various  incidents  in  other  places  with  regard  to  lists  of  contacts 
to  be  kept  under  surveillance,  persons  to  be  advised,  and  inter¬ 
national  certificates  to  be  authenticated.  The  first  quarter 
of  1962  was  a  period  of  very  much  additional  work  because  of 
the  appearance  of  smallpox. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.W.D.  Cole,  Chest  Physician,  for  the 
following  report. 

“During  1962  the  anti-tuberculosis  services  offered  to  the 
citizens  of  West  Bromwich  remained  unchanged  in  broad  pattern 
from  the  previous  year.  It  is  true,  that  steady  improvements  in 
detail  have  been  made  with  consequent  benefit  to  the  patients 
But  on  the  whole,  the  picture  remains  very  much  as  before. 
Early  in  the  year  the  shortage  of  radiographers  became  if  pos¬ 
sible,  even  more  acute  than  in  previous  years.  However,  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  things  improved  considerably  and  although 
not  up  to  strength,  the  x-ray  departments  obtained  a  marked 
relief  from  their  previous  difficulties.  The  facilities  offered  at 
Heath  Lane  Hospital  continued  to  be  freely  available  as  required. 
A  most  welcome  and  extremely  valuable  addition  has  been  the 
provision  of  a  Lung  Function  Room.  The  equipment  therein 
has  enabled  us  to  obtain  a  verymuch  more  accurate  assessment  of 
the  peformance  of  a  particular  individual's  lungs.  This  iin  turn  ; 
of  course,  enables  a  more  accurate  diagnosis  and  prognosis  to 
be  given.  It  has  proved  particularly  useful  in  differentiating 
many  of  the  chronic  bronchitics  from  the  pneumoconiotics,  etc. 
Increasing  use  of  these  facilities  is  being  made.  The  grounds 
of  the  Hospital  have  ceased  to  be  cultivated  for  the  main  purpose 
of  growing  vegetables,  and  areas  have  been  grassed  over, 
greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  patients  and  their  visitors.  Practi¬ 
cally  all  paiients  attending  the  two  general  hospitals  in  West 
Bromwich,  for  whatever  purpose,  have  an  initial  chest  x-ray. 
In  addition  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Service  spends 
one  day  per  week  within  the  Borough  boundary.  Furthermore, 
the  Mobile  Radiography  Service  operating  at  places  of  em¬ 
ployment  has  been  in  and  out  of  the  Borough  on  a  number  of 
occasions  during  the  year. 


Notifications 

Primary  notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  persons 
living  within  the  Borough  boundaries  from  all  sources,  for  1962, 
amounted  to:-  39  men,  22  women  and  9  children  suffering  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  another.  In  addition 
9  men,  2  women  and  5  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  gives  a  total  of  86  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  arising  within  the  Borough  for  1962  —  a  rise 
of  18  cases  over  1961.  Comparable  figures  for  previous  years 
are  shown  as  under:- 

1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961 

87  61  66  59  68  68 
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Deaths 


During  1962  11  men  and  4  women  from  West  Bromwich 
died  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  whilst  a  further  man  died  of 
non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  Two  of  the  males  in  the  respiratory 
group  were  not  known  to  be  tuberculous  prior  to  death,  whilst 
the  only  non-respiratory  death  was  diagnosed  post-humously. 
Furthermore,  1  female  died  within  six  days  of  diagnosis  and 
another  coloured  girl  from  the  Carribean  area  died  within  three 
weeks  of  landing  in  Britain  of  advanced  chronic  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  Yet  one  more  man  died  within  three  days  of  diagno¬ 
sis  and  admission  to  hospital.  These  figures  show  an  increase 
of  5  over  the  previous  year. 

In  addition  11  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  died  of  causes 
quite  unconnected  with  that  disease.  There  was  1  suicide, 

1  motor  accident,  1  cancer  of  breast,  1  cancer  of  stomach,  3 
cancers  of  lung  and  4  cardio-vascular  disasters.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that'only  1  man  died  of  tuberculosis  under  the  age  of 
45  years,  and  4  were  over  65  at  death.  Three  females  died  between 
35  and  45  years  and  1  female  between  45  and  65. 

The  Registrar  General  shows  that  there  were  11  deaths 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
finally  attributable  by  residence  to  West  Bromwich. 

T  reatment 

As  previously  noted  in  other  reports  the  treatment  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  consists  essentially  of  rest,  together  with  long  term 
drug  therapy.  Collapse  therapy  of  the  reversible  type  was  not 
used  at  all  in  this  Borough  in  1962.  Five  patients  underwent 
surgery  for  their  tubercuios is.  The  resection  has  almost  completely 
superseded  the  thorocoplasty,  but  there  is  no  doubt,  in  my  mind, 
that  surgery  continues  to  be  a  life-saving  procedure  in  selected 
cases.  Such  major  surgery  continues  to  be  carried  out  at  Yardley 
Green  Thoracic  Surgical  Unit.  Children  were  admitted  to  Himley 
Sanatorium  when  hospitalization  was  necessary,  where  they  do 
extremely  well  and  furthermore  have  the  benefit  of  continuing  with 
their  education. 

Streptomycin,  Pasinah,  and  I.N.A.H.  continue  to  be  the 
three  drugs  usually  employed  for  initial  treatment;  whilst  Pyraz- 
inamide;  Cycloserine;  Kanamycin  and  Ethionamide  are  useful 
second  line  methods  of  treatment  —  especially  for  relapses. 
Hospital  beds  continue  to  be  readily  available  to  all  patients 
requiring  them  and  in  my  opinion,  every  patient  should  be  admitted 
to  hospital  for  the  initial  part  of  their  treatment.  Here  the  extent 
of  their  disease  and  their  response  to  therapy  can  be  assessed 
and  a  very  accurate  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  prognosis.  Upon 
discharge  from  hospital  practically  every  patient  will  require 
at  ieast  a  year,  and  perhaps  eighteen  months  continuous  drug 
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therapy  at  home.  Many  of  these  patients  can  return  to  work  whilst 
still  receiving  their  chemo-therapy.  All  patients  at  home  will 
require  the  united  help  of  their  family,  the  family  physician 
and  the  chest  physician,  in  order  to  see  them  through  to  the 
end  of  their  treatment.  Courage  is  usually  called  for  and  fortun¬ 
ately  most  of  the  tuberculous  patients  seem  to  possess  it  to 
a  high  degree. 

The  penalties  of  failure  to  take  their  drugs  regularly  or 
in  the  prescribed  dosage  are  very  high  and  no  patient  should 
fail  in  this  respect  for  lack  of  encouragement  on  the  part  of 
those  surrounding  him. 


Attendances 

Total  attendances  at  the  Chest  Clinic  for  1962  were  13,101, 
an  increase  of  2,922.  Of  this  total  1,367  attended  for  full  in¬ 
vestigation  for  the  first  time,  and  330  attended  for  x-ray  examina¬ 
tion  only.  All  house  contacts  of  notified  cases  are  invited  to 
attend  the  Chest  Clinic  for  examination.  Furthermore,  persons 
in  close  contact  with  notified  cases  —  especially  children,  — 
even  if  not  living  in  the  same  house,  are  asked  to  attend.  Ail 
children  attending  the  Chest  Clinic  as  contacts  are  x-rayed  and 
skin-tested.  A  total  of  138  such  children  were  skin-tested,  34 
being  positive,  97  being  non-reactors,  and  the  results  of  the 
remaining  7  being  unknown.  All  non-reactors  are  offered  a  B.C.G. 
vaccination  where  such  a  procedure  is  considered  desirable  by 
the  Chest  Physician.  There  are,  however,  cases  where  this 
procedure  is  not  always  desirable. 


Immigrants 

As  remarked  in  my  report  for  1961  the  question  of  immigrants 
and  their  association  with  tuberculosis  is  a  matter  of  great 
public  health  importance.  They  tend  to  live  in  over-crowded 
accommodation  and  to  have  a  standard  of  living  which  is  often 
deficient  in  both  food  of  the  right  kind,  and  adequate  bed  space. 
In  such  conditions  the  occurence  of  open  respiratory  tuberculosis 
can  be  a  disaster.  Furthermore,  the  Indian  and  Pakistani  immigrants 
very  often  have  only  a  limited  command  of  spoken  English  and 
none  at  all  of  written  English. 

They  tend  to  move  about  the  country  at  short  notice  and  to 
congregate  where  work  is,  or  has  been,  plentiful.  They  undoubtedly 
contract  tuberculosis  more  easily  than  the  average  white  man,  and 
they  also  tend  to  react  to  it  rather  more  severely.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  at  all  uncommon  to  find  Asiatic  men  with  a  high  fever  lying 
in  general  hospital  beds  and  providing  pretty  problems  in  diagnosis 
A  high  percentage  of  these  pyrexias  turn  out  to  be  due  to  a 
primary  infection  with  the  tubercle  bacillus.  To  illustrate  these 
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points  the  following  figures  may  well  be  of  interest.  During 
1962,  98  British  bred  white  men  were  admitted  to  Heath  Lane 
Hospital.  In  addition  3  white  immigrants  and  29  coloured  immi¬ 
grants  were  admitted  during  the  same  time.  In  other  words  one 
third  of  the  male  beds  at  this  hospital  were  occupied  by  coloured 
immigrants.  Whilst  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  number  of  coloured 
immigrants  in  the  Borough  at  any  one  time,  l  think  that  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  there  are  probably  18  whites  for 
every  coloured  man.  If  this  figure  is  even  approximately  correct 
then  it  would  seem  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  infection 
in  coloured  males  is  six  times  that  of  white  males.  Turning  to 
females  however,  there  were  52  females  admitted,  and  only  4 
coloured.  It  is  obvious  of  course,  to  anyone  residing  in  the  Borough 
that  there  are  nothing  like  the  number  of  coloured  females  that 
there  are  males,  and  therefore  it  would  not  do  to  draw  any  con¬ 
clusion  from  the  incidence  of  hospital  admission  in  females. 
Further  light  is  thrown  on  this  subject  when  looking  into  the 
type  and  extent  of  disease  in  the  hospital  admissions.  All  of 
the  Asiatics,  except  one,  had  early  and  often  widespread  disease, 
of  acute  and  recent  onset.  Of  the  Jamaicans,  approximately  half 
had  disease  which  might  well  have  existed  prior  to  their  arrival 
in  this  country. 

Of  the  women,  2  Indians  had  disease  of  acute  onset  whilst 
one  undoubtedly  brought  her  condition  with  her.  One  of  the  Carri- 
bean  women  brought  her  disease  with  her  and  died  thereof  whilst 
the  other  undoubtedly  contracted  hers  locally.  Turning  to  notifica¬ 
tions  as  opposed  to  hospital  admissions,  and  lumping  together 
children  and  adults  in  their  respective  sexes,  we  find  39  white 
males  and  27  white  females  with  respiratory  tuberculosis.  Seven 
Asiatic  males,  1  Carribean  male  and  2  Carribean  females  had 
respiratory  tuberculosis.  Three  white  males  and  3  white  females 
were  found  to  have  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  and  10  coloured 
males  were  found  to  have  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  Further 
more  each  of  these  10  males  were  Asiatics  and  had  tuberculosis 
involving  either  glands  of  neck  or  spine.  In  the  early  part  of  this 
report  it  is  stated  that  a  total  of  68  new  cases  were  notified  for 
the  first  time  in  1961.  Of  these  68  there  were  3  Pakinstani  males, 

1  Jamaican  male  and  3  Jamaican  females,  in  1962  we  find  that 
there  were  86  new  cases  and  of  these  17  Asiatic  males  and  2 
Carribean  females.  It  can  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  notifications  is  accounted  for  almost  completely 
by  the  rise  in  notifications  amongst  Asiatic  males.  Furthermore, 
the  majority  of  these  cases  in  Asiatic  males  were  those  of  bone 
and  glandular  tuberculosis. 

Zealous  contact  examination  among  the  Asiatics  and  Carri¬ 
beans  during  1962  produced  only  1  case  of  tuberculosis  and  it 
remains  a  mystery  where  these  immigrants  find  their  tubercle 
bacilli.  When  it  is  considered  that  every  patient  at  every  local 
hospital  has  had  hi  s  chest  x-rayed;  that  there  is  a  mass  x-ray 
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unit  in  the  town  operating  1  day  in  7,  and  that  many  workers 
are  examined  rad iologi  cal  ly  at  their  place  of  work,  and  all  these 
measures  have  failed  to  produce  more  than  a  steady  trickle  of 
of  about  1  case  per  week,  it  seems  almost  incredible  that  our 
coloured  cousins  from  over  the  seas  can  find  tubercle  so  readily 
and  without  the  aids  of  modern  science.  They  undoubtedly  present 
one  of  the  big  headaches  to  the  local  services  in  preventive 
medicine.  The  language  difficulty  is  often  extreme  and  the 
immigrants  themselves  undoubtedly  suffer  unnecessary  hard¬ 
ships  both  psychological  and  financial  by  their  failure  to  com¬ 
prehend  the  standard  lines  of  communcation  available  to  our 
local  residents.  Their  wandering  habits  make  follow-up  extremely 
difficult  and  cause  a  great  deal  or  correspondence  between 
chest  clinics.  Fortunately  the  majority  of  the  immigrants  who 
have  passed  through  my  hands  have  proved  cheerful  and  co¬ 
operative  once  they  grasp  what  is  required  of  them. 


Conclusion. 

The  rise  in  the  number  of  notifications  for  1962  is  a  little 
distressing.  It  is  however,  easy  to  find  an  explanation  for  it 
but  much  more  difficult  to  suggest  a  solution.  The  Mantoux 
reactor  state  of  schoolchildren  in  the  Borough  for  1962  continues 
to  show  a  steady  fall.  This  would  indicate  a  fall  in  the  size 
of  the  “infector  pool”  within  the  Borough.  This  would  appear 
to  be  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  during  1962  only  50  cases  within 
the  Borough  were  found  to  have  tubercle  bacilli  either  in  their 
sputum  or  body  tissues.  By  the  completion  of  their  hospital 
treatment  only  two  patients  had  a  positive  spit.  The  general 
picture  of  tuberculosis  in  our  local  inhabitants  is  most  en¬ 
couraging  and  if  we  could  find  some  means  of  controlling  the 
spread  of  this  condition  among  the  immigrants,  I  should  feel 
a  good  deal  happier.  The  Voluntary  After-Care  Committee  have 
continued  to  provide  food  bedding,  etc.,  whilst  the  Pensions 
Welfare  Service  and  the  National  Assistance  Board  have  also 
contributed  in  no  small  measure,  to  ease  the  “lot"  of  patients 
suffering  financial  distress.  Once  again,  as  ever,  I  wish  to 
express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  the  Staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic 
and  Health  Department  for  the  ready  assistance  they  always  give  me. 
The  General  Practitioners  throughout  the  Borough  have  also 
been  extremely  helpful  over  and  above  the  calls  of  duty  in  helping 
to  look  after  those  of  their  patients  who  have  tuberculosis. 
Lastly,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Housing  Committee  who  continue 
to  give  most  careful  consideration  to  all  recommendations  made 
to  them  regarding  the  housing  situation  of  tuberculosis  from 
whatever  source.  During  1962  every  case  of  urgent  rehousing 
on  medical  grounds  in  respect  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  was 
rehoused.  Furthermore  some  priority  in  rehousing  was  also 
accorded  to  other  cases  of  tuberculosis  according  to  need.  In 
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general,  from  my  point  of  view  the  rehousing  scheme  has  worked 
well  and  no  family  should  feel  that  they  have  not  had  all  the 
help  possible  from  the  Housing  Department”, 


Tuberculosis  Investigation  in  an  Infants'  School 

Early  in  May,  1962,  a  member  of  the  non-teaching  staff  of 
an  infants'  school  was  found  to  have  tuberculosis  and  it  was 
thought  advisable  for  the  health  of  the  children  and  staff  to  be 
investigated  in  case  there  had  been  any  spread  of  infection. 

The  staff  attended  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  for  chest 
x-rays  and  were  all  found  to  be  clear.  Towards  the  end  of  July 
a  team  from  the  Health  Department  visited  the  school  and  a 
medical  officer  Heaf  tested  one  hundred  and  forty  seven  children. 
Only  three  of  these  children  were  found  to  be  Heaf  positive. 
They  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician  at  Heath  Lane  Chest 
Clinic  where  they  were  x-rayed  and  examined. 

Two  had  radiological  evidence  of  previous  tuberculosis, 
but  one  had  a  clear  chest  x-ray,  and  none  of  the  children  showed 
any  sign  of  recent  infection. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Details  of  the  cases  of  venereal  disease  in  West  Bromwich 
residents  treated  during  1962  at  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham, 
and  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  are  given  below:- 


Birmingham 

Dudley 

T  otal 

Syphilis 

9 

- 

9 

Gonorrhoe 

51 

5 

56 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

71 

8 

79 

131 

13 

144 

The  following  table  shows 

the  number  of 

cases  from  West 

Bromwich  during  the  last  five  years:- 

1958  1959 

1960  1961 

1962 

Sy  phi  1  i  s 

3  8 

6  21 

9 

Gonorrhoea 

32  53 

38  71 

56 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

54  71 

59  202 

79 

89  132 

1 03  294 

144 

One  death  during  1962  was  attributed  to  syphilitic  disease. 
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PART  IV 


ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

Health  Education 
Rehousing  on  Medical  Grounds 
Medical  Examinations 
Nursing  Homes 
Home  Safety 

Co-ordination  of  Services  dealing 
with  Child  Neglect 

Explosion  -■  Chemical  Lorry 

Cost  of  the  Services. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


The  shortage  of  health  visitors  is  the  greatest  limiting 
factor  with  regard  to  maintaining  a  substained  programme  of 
health  education. 

Although  leaflets,  posters  and  pamphlets  are  available 
in  the  Health  Department  and  all  clinics,  it  is  only  the  contin¬ 
ued  activity  of  the  medical  staff  and  health  visitors  that  can 
sustain  the  interest  which  is  necessary  to  impart  beneficial 
knowledge  on  health  matters. 

Considerable  education  of  the  individual  took  place  at 
infant  welfare  centres  in  which  growing  use  is  being  made  ot 
ordinary  household  and  special  equipment,  for  demonstration 
purposes,  but  little  was  done  to  organise  other  meetings 
of  people  for  this  purpose. 

A  senior  health  visitor  undertakes  activities  as  group 
adviser  for  health  education  duties. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  staff  the  health  education  of  in¬ 
dividuals  and  small  groups  has  continued.  Large  groups  have 
so  far  only  been  tackled  by  posters. 

During  the  year  the  Health  and  Education  Committees 
jointly  established  a  Health  Advisory  Sub  Committee  to  deal 
with  the  problem  of  health  in  relation  to  smoking.  Regular 
meetings  have  been  held  as  the  result  of  which  the  following 
matters  have  received  attention:- 

1.  Police  Officers  have  kept  observation  on  small  shops 
to  prevent  the  sale  of  cigarettes  to  persons  under  the 
statutory  age,  and  also  on  slot  machines  near  schools 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  court  orders  for  removal  of 
machines  used  extensively  by  children. 

2.  A  letter  has  been  sent  to  all  school  teachers  to  refrain 
from  smoking  in  front  of  school  children. 

3.  A  poster  competition  in  connection  with  smoking  and 
health  was  organised  for  school  children. 

4.  Posters  and  an  invitation  to  provide  speakers  for  lunch 
time  talks  in  works  canteens  were  offered  to  employers 
through  the  Manufacturer's  Association,  but  response 
was  poor  and  no  speakers  were  requested. 

5.  The  Smoking  and  Health  Mobile  Unit  provided  by  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education  was  invited  to 
West  Bromwich  to  lecture  to  school  children  and  other 
groups.  The  visit  was  arranged  to  take  place  in  February 

1963. 
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REHOUSING  ON  MEDICAL  GROUNDS 


During  the  year,  328  families  applied  for  special  con¬ 
sideration  on  medical  grounds  .in  regard  to  rehousing  and  many 
of  the  applications  were  accompanied  by  letter's  from  family 
octors  or  consultants.  All  cases  were  investigated,  the  majority 

wHh'the™'6*5  |Qt  ^  .Health  department,  some  by  discussion 
with  the  general  practitioner, and  some  by  home  visits  by  medical 

officers,  health  visitors,  welfare  officers  or  public  health  in- 
spectors.  - 

oro„lrfy‘fiVe  .T1*0"*?  W6re  f°Und  t0  h0Ve  medical 

grounds  for  special  consideration,  and  ten  who  had  a  history 
of  tuberculosis  were  referred  to  Dr.  Cole,  the  Chest  Physician, 
who  makes  his  own  recommendations  to  the  Housing  Committee. 

Throughout  the  year  many  families  were  rehoused  as  a 
result  of  slum  clearance.  A  number  of  these  requested  a  part¬ 
icular  type  or  location  of  accommodation  on  account  of  illness, 
and  twenty-three  such  cases  were  referred  to  the  Health  De- 

partment  by  the  Housing-  Manager.  These  were  investigated 
and  recommendations  made.  y 

Five  cases  concerned  families  who  were  living  in  West 
Bromwich  but  were  on  the  housing  registers  of  other  authorities. 

for  the U°"  C e r" ' n 9  f h e ' r  h°usi"9  Circumstances  were  provided 
tor  the  other  authorities  at  their  request. 

The  remainder  of  the  applications  were  classified  as  follows:- 


Serious 

1  i  lness 

Mild 

1 1  lness 

Mental  ill 
health  or 
s  ubnormal  ity 

Over¬ 
crowd  ing 

Condition 
of  property  ge“ 

Exchanges 

33 

52 

21 

33 

23  29 

79 

Nineteen  cases  of  serious  mental  or  physical  illness  or 
handicap  were  considered  to  require  urgent  rehousing,  and  these 

were  placed  before  the  House  Lettings  Committee.  All  were 
granted  priority. 

Forty-one  recommendations  were  made  to  the  Housinq 
Manager  regarding  the  transfer  of  families  already  occupying 
Corporation  property,  who  needed  a  different  type  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  or  a  change  of  locality  on  medical  grounds. 

During  the  year,  three  blocks  of  special  flatlets  for  elderly 
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people  were  completed.  These  flatlets,  built  by  the  Housing 
Committee,  have  lounge,  bathrooms  and  laundry  facilities  for 
communal  use  and  there  is  a, Warden  on  the  premises  who  can 
give  assistance  to  the  old  people  in  times  of  emergency.  Her 
salary  is  paid  by  the  Welfare  Committee.  As  there  is  a  waiting 
list  for  these  flatlets,  priority  is  given  to  those  cases  where 
the  Welfare  need  is  thoughttobe  greatest.  A  careful  investigation 
of  the  applicants’  circumstances  is  made  and  a  medical  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  illness  or  degree  of  infirmity  which  makes  this 
special  type  of  accommodation  desirable. 


77 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


Children’s  Department 

The  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  are  responsible 
for  the  routine  medical  supervision  of  children  in  the  care  of 
the  local  authority.  Medical  officers  see  these  children  prior 
to  admission  and  just  before  discharge.  They  also  pay  regular 
visits  to  the  Charlemont  Nursery  and  Reception  Home  and  visit 
the  Family  Group  Homes.  Altogether  208  medical  examinations 
were  carried  out  and  these  can  be  classified  as  follows:- 


Reception 

Home 

Nursery 

Family 
Group  Home 

Number  of  children  examined 

on  admission 

8 

8 

13 

Number  of  children  examined 
for  boarding  out 

2 

4 

4 

Number  of  children  examined 

on  discharge 

10 

24 

14 

Number  of  routine  examination:- 

0—1  year 

40 

- 

1—5  years 

1 

40 

2 

Over  5  years 

15 

- 

23 

Two  routine  visits  were  made  to  the  Reception  Home,  9 
to  the  Nursery  and  3  to  the  Family  Group  Homes. 


Corporation  Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  advise  on 
the  medical  fitness  of  staff  in  connection  with  the  superannuation 
and  sickness  and  accident  schemes. 

The  work  done  during  1962  was  as  follows: 

Examination  for  Superannuation 

A  total  of  117  officers  completed  satisfactory  declarations 
of  health  and  were  accepted  without  medical  examination. 


Medical  examinations 

57 

Failed 

1 

Accepted 

56 

Deferred  for  re-examination 

0 
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Examination  for  Sickness,  Accident  Scheme 

A  total  of  250  servants  completed  satisfactory  declarations 
of  health  and  were  accepted  without  medical  examination. 


Medical  examinations 

121 

Failed 

12 

Accepted 

104 

Deferred  for  re-examination 

5 

Examinations  of  applicants  for  admission  to  training  college 
or  for  employment  as  teachers. 

Medical  examinations  94 

Failed  0 

Accepted  94 

In  addition  9  medical  examinations  were  performed  at  the 
special  request  of  various  departments  within  the  West  Brom¬ 
wich  Corporation  plus  2  examinations  at  the  request  of  other 
Local  Authorities. 


NURSING  HOMES 

There  are  two  nursing  homes  in  West  Bromwich  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  providing 
between  them  38  beds  for  acute  and  chronically  ill  cases.  The 
homes  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  reasonably 
satisfactory  within  the  regulations. 

HOME  SAFETY 

The  Accident  Prevention  Council  has  undertaken  respons¬ 
ibility  for  home  safety  activities  and  a  close  liaison  is  maintained 
between  the  Health  Department  and  the  Accident  Prevention 
Officer,  who  is  available  at  any  time.  On  a  number  of  occasions 
he  has  been  asked  particularly  to  visit  homes  where  risks 
have  been  observed,  and  has  taken  the  opportunity  to  advise 
and  instruct  individuals  and  families  on  bad  appliances  and 
practices.  Old  people  are  particularly  in  need  of  advice,  mostly 
in  connection  with  the  use  of  heating  appliances. 

The  Accident  Prevention  Officer  delivered  talks  to  new 
entrants  to  the  Home  Help  Service  on  home  safety,  laying  emphasis 
on  hazards  caused  by  carelessness,  inefficient  domestic  app¬ 
liances,  and  bad  structural  arrangements. 
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CO-ORDINATION  OF  SERVICES  DEALING  WITH 

CHILD  NEGLECT 


Regular  meetings  of  officers  have  taken  place  at  monthly 
intervals  under  the  chairmanship  ofthe  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  following  were  represented  at  these  meetings:- 

The  Chief  Nursing  Officer 

The  Chief  Welfare  Services  Officer 

The  Children’s  Officer 

The  Director  of  Education 

The  Family  Case  Worker 

The  Housing  Manager 

The  Moral  Welfare  Worker,  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association 
The  Manager,  National  Assistance  Board 
The  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector 
The  Probation  Officer 

Representative  of  Town  Clerk’s  Department 
Representative  of  Mental  Health  Section 

The  Superintendent,  West  Bromwich  Division  Staffordshire 

Constabulary. 

During  the  year  a  closer  co-ordination  of  services  dealing 
with  child  neglect  has  been  possible  bya  compilation  of  a  central 
register  of  families;  this  has  made  for  easier  pooling  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  experience. 

A  Case  Conference  has  also  been  meeting  monthly  to 
discuss  the  problems  of  particular  families  and  to  report  to 
the  Co-ordinating  Meeting.  The  regular  meeting  of  officers 
engaged  in  different  forms  of  social  work  and  the  availability 
of  information  from  all  sources  has  contributed  to  a  more  adequate 
assistance  of  families  and  avoided  waste  of  time  and  dissipation 
of  services.  The  result  has  been  that  lit  has  been  possible  to 
deal  with  a  greater  number  of  families  and  more  families  have 
been  given  help  earlier  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  a  break¬ 
down  of  family  life. 

The  results  for  1962  are  as  follows:- 


Number  of  families  known  to  the  meeting  119 

Number  of  families  on  the  live  register  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  (involving  127  children)  22 

Number  of  families  added  to  the  register  during 
the  year.  1 1 

Total  number  of  families  considered  during  the 
year  (involving  184  children).  33 
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Of  the  33  families  known  to  the  Co-ordinating  Meeting  as 
presenting  major  problems,  12  are  still  discussed  regularly, 
12  are  kept  on  the  active  list  for  observation  by  a  department 
and  then  discussed  when  necessary,  and  9  have  been  removed 
from  the  active  list. 

In  March  1962  a  Family  Care  Worker  was  appointed  specially 
to  deal  with  families  causing  particular  concern  to  all  of  the 
agencies  dealing  with  child  neglect. 

The  case  worker  has  taken  over  these  particular  families 
which  previously  had  been  visited  by  several  officers,  thus 
avoiding  duplication  visits. 

Her  case  load  started  with  25  families  and  of  these  9  are 
now  able  to  manage  independently. 

The  aim  has  been  to  enable  families  to  become  more  self- 
supporting,  and  to  undertake  preventive  work  in  families  where 
there  appears  to  be  a  likelihood  of  breakdown. 
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EXPLOSION  -  FRIAR  PARK 


An  explosion  occurred  in  Friar  Park,  West  Bromwich,  on 
Tuesday  the  6th  February,  1962  at  approximately  11  a.m.  A 
lorry  carrying  chemicals  was  seen  to  be  on  fire  on  the  road  near 
the  Navigation  Inn,  Friar  Park,  at  approximately  1 0.50to  1 0.52a.m. 
The  driver  drove  his  vehicle  on  to  the  waste  ground  opposite 
the  Navigation  Inn  and  adjacent  to  Roberts  Road,  and  telephoned 
for  the  fire  services  at  10.54  a.m.  Immediately  afterwards  an 
explosion  occurred  which  caused  devastation  to  the  immediate 
surrounding  area,  mainly  consisting  of  corporation  houses. 

There  has  been  for  some  years  a  procedure  for  dealing 
with  the  medical  arrangements  of  a  major  disaster  and  this 
procedure,  drawn  up  with  the  assistance  of  the  Police,  Fire, 
Ambulance  and  Hospital  Services  is  revised  annually  and  pro¬ 
duced  in  book  form. 

Obviously,  many  services  both  from  the  Corporation,  vol¬ 
untary  bodies,  and  other  services  had  important  parts  to  play 
in  dealing  with  this  situation.  This  report  deals  with  the  health 
and  welfare  aspects  of  the  incident  only. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  ambulance  service  received  a  request  for  two  ambulances 
within  a  few  minutes  of  the  explosion.  This  was  altered  within 
a  minute  or  two  for  a  request  for  four  more.  Immediately  the 
Emergency  Catastrophe  Procedure  was  put  into  action.  This 
consists  of  various  agreed  procedures  in  the  ambulance  and 
hospital  service,  all  of  which  fit  in  with  police  and  fire  service 
arrangements.  A  single  decker  ’bus  with  stretchers,  blankets 
and  equipment  went  to  the  scene,  and  ambulances  were  diverted 
so  that  four  were  immediately  sent  to  the  explosion.  An  early 
estimate  suggested  about  forty  casualties.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Ambulance  Officer  (who  is  the  General  Manager  of 
the  Transport  Department),  were  at  the  control  room  within  minutes 
and  after  arranging  for  the  Deputy  Manager  of  the  Transport  De¬ 
partment  to  continue  the  procedure  laid  down  in  the  catastrophe 
procedure,  they  went  to  the  site  to  control  their  services  by  radio 
telephone.  Neighbouring  ambulance  services  were  asked  to 
standby  and  the  City  of  Birmingham  were  asked  to  provide 
two  ambulances  (which  arrived  at  11.31  a.m.  at  the  depot)  to 
deal  with  any  other  accidents  which  might  occur  in  the  Borough. 
All  this  worked  smoothly.  The  hospitals  were  alerted  and  brought 
into  play  their  emergency  procedure,  covering  matters  such  as 
supplies,  blood,  drugs  and  the  availability  of  beds  and  staff. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Ambulance  Officer  arrived 
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at  the  scene  of  the  accident  at  about  11.20a.m.  and  found  that  a 
number  of  casualties  had  already  been  moved  by  private  car  or  by 
ambulance  to  hospital.  A  search  was  instituted  although  one  had 
already  been  done  by  the  fire  service,  and  when  it  was  seen  that  no 
further  casualties  were  present  the  remaining  ambulances  were 
withdrawn  except  for  two  left  on  the  site,  one  for  communications 
and  one  for  first  aid.  The  emergency  as  far  as  ambulance  and 
hospital  services  were  concerned  was  declared  finished  and 
normal  working  resumed  at  11.31  a.m.  The  hospitals  were  informed 
of  the  situation,  so  that  their  service  could  revert  back  to  normal. 

A  total  of  28  casualties  had  been  sent  to  hospital,  of  which 
5  were  admitted  and  none  died.  The  working  of  the  emergency 
procedure  was  satisfactory,  except  for  a  few  small  details. 

At  the  site  first  aid  cover  continued  to  be  given  by  an 
ambulance  crew  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  A  number  of 
emergencies  occurred  (heart  attack,  a  miscarriage  and  fainting 
among  people  who,  although  food  was  available,  had  not  eaten). 
This  service  was  continued  until  late  in  the  evening  when  it  was 
obviously  no  longer  required. 


Welfare 

After  the  immediate  urgency  the  main  problems  in  the 
welfare  field  were  related  to  housing,  possessions  and  the 
reunification  of  families.  An  incident  post  was  established 
with  the  police  in  one  of  the  houses,  and  local  authority  social 
services,  particularly  welfare  and  housing  worked  from  one  of 
the  rooms  in  this  building.  Using, the  ambulance  radio,  welfare 
staff  were  summond  to  the  site,  and  the  W.V.S.,  and  the  Salvation 
Army  asked  to  provide  food  which  they  did  magnificently.  The 
housing  department  staff  worked  closely  with  the  welfare  officers 
in  arranging  accommodation  for  those  whose  houses  were  badly 
damaged.  Furniture  from  six  badly  damaged  houses  was  taken 
into  store  provided  by  the  Housing  Department,  and  23  families 
were  placed  with  friends  or  relatives  for  the  first  night.  Plans 
were  made  for  opening  a  rest  centre  but  it  was  not  found  to  be  ■ 
necessary.  A  party  of  children  returning  from  school  was  collected, 
taken  to  a  school  by  an  Education  Welfare  Officer  for  a  meal 
and  finally  transported  to  the  Children’s  Reception  Home  until 
they  could  be  united  with  their  parents  under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Children’s  Officer.  During  this  period  work  was  proceeding 
on  the  temporary  repair  of  houses  and  the  establishment  of 
essential  services. 

On  the  following  day  eight  families  were  rehoused.  Each 
one  was  accompanied  by  a  member  of  the  welfare  staff  whose 
job  it  was  to  assist  > in  any  way  by  dealing  with  matters  such 
as  the  supply  of  fuel,  connection  of  electricity  and  gas,  food, 
blankets,  electric  light  bulbs,  and  physical  assistance  in  moving 
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and  cleaning.  Various  sources  supplied  help  financially  and  in 

kind, this  was  distributed  through  the  welfare  staff. 

« 

Similar  help  was  given  to  persons  remaining  in  their  houses 
on  the  site.  Over  the  next  few  days  welfare  staff  helped  families 
to  list  their  losses  and  make  such  information  available  to  the 
Town  Clerk.  Generally  speaking  the  welfare  arrangements  were 
satisfactory  and  in  particular  it  was  possible  to  see  the  Cor¬ 
poration  social  services  functioning  as  one  unit. 


Summary 

This  explosion,  although  causing  severe  damage  to  property 
was  fortunately  light  in  terms  of  casualties.  ,lt  did  not  therefore 
present  any  great  difficulties  to  the  emergency  health  services, 
but,  although  it  is  possible  in  retrospect  to  make  light  of  the 
problem  to  the  health  service,  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  the 
extent  of  the  need  was  not  known  and  the  services  mobilised 
quickly  and  efficiently.  The  explosion  therefore  provided  a  test  of 
the  arrangements  made  in  advance  for  major  catastrophes. 
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COST  OF  THE  SERVICES 


The  cost  of  the  services  provided  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  the  National  Assistance  Act,  and  other  health 
services  during  the  year,  is  shown  compared  with  the  cost  of  the 
previous  ten  years  in  the  following  table:- 


Local  Health 
Services 

Welfare  Services 

Other  Health 
Serv  ices 

(Refuse  Collection, 
Prevention  of 
Disease  etc.) 

National  Health 
Service  Act  1946 

Nat.  Assistance 
Act,  1948 

F  inancia  1 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Year 

Cost 

1,000  pop 

Cost 

1,000  pop 

Cost 

1,000  pop 

1951-52 

53,817 

618 

18,708 

215 

62,567 

719 

1952-53 

60,493 

687 

23,936 

272 

66,993 

761 

1953-54 

61,911 

703 

24,479 

278 

71,418 

811 

1954-55 

64,535 

724 

28,781 

323 

70,082 

787 

1955-56 

69,931 

777 

32,298 

359 

84,079 

934 

1956-57 

81,294 

893 

36,823 

404 

91,861 

1,009 

1957-58 

86,862 

931 

46,559 

500 

98,772 

1,062 

1958-59 

97,514 

1,037 

52,212 

555 

100,880 

1,073 

1959-60 

112,088 

1,192 

60,692 

645 

111,371 

1,184 

1960-61 

119,374 

1,256 

67,040 

705 

112,426 

1,184 

1961-62 

133,722 

1,376 

81,383 

839 

131,033 

1,350 
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PART  V 


WELFARE  SERVICES 


Care  of  the  Aged 
Care  of  the  Handicapped 
Other  Welfare  Services 


* 


' 
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■ 


WELFARE  SERVICES 


General  Arrangements 

The  Authority’s  functions  in  this  field  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  are  discharged  through  the  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  administration  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Director 
of  Welfare  Services  who  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  staff  at  31st  December,  1962,  consisted  of:- 

1  Chief  Welfare  Services  Officer 
1  Senior  Social  Welfare  Officer 

3  Social  Welfare  Officers  (1  vacancy) 

4  Welfare  Assistants 

1  Trainee  Welfare  Officer 
1  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind 
1  Assistant  Teacher  for  the  Blind 
1  Senior  Craft  Instructor 
1  Occupational  Therapist 
3  Craft  Instructors 

The  trainee  welfare  officer  is  now  attending  a  full-time 
course  at  Birmingham  College  of  Commerce.  This  is  one  of  the 
pilot  courses  set  up  after  the  Report  of  the  Younghusband 
Committee. 

Duties  relating  to  the  deaf  were  carried  out  by  the  agency 
of  the  Church  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Walsall,  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  Corporation. 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  some  9,100  persons  in  the 
Borough  over  the  age  of  65  and  of  these,  the  Welfare  Department 
has  records  of  a  total  of  876  who  for  some  reason  have  come  to 
notice  as  presenting  a  problem.  These  persons  are  visited 
regularly,  though  not  as  often  as  they  all  need  or  would  like. 
Many  of  the  others  are  still  well  able  to  look  after  themselves, 
and  have  no  need  of  the  Corporation  Welfare  Services.  Some 
contact  is  kepi  with  these  however  by  means  of  occasional 
visits  of  welfare  staff  to  Over  60  Clubs,  Sons  of  Rest  Meetings 
etc.,  so  that  welfare  officers  are  well  known  to  all  concerned 
and  can  help  when  and  where  necessary. 

Residential  Accommodation 

Accommodation  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance 
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Act,  is  provided  directly  by  the  Corporation  at:- 

"The  Hawthorns",  Green  Lane,  Great  Barr. 

-  21  elderly  ladies. 

"Beech  Holme",  Beeches  Road,  West  Bromwich. 

-  20  elderly  men. 

"Lyndon  House",  Scott  Street,  West  Bromwich. 

-  31  persons  either  sex. 

"Greenside  House",  Greenside  Way,  Yew  Tree  Estate. 

-  42  persons  either  sex. 

During  1962,  two  new  homes  were  opened.  The  prime  object 
was  to  provide  more  accommodation  at  a  reasonable  cost.  To 
this  end  plans  originally  intended  for  four  Corporation  two- 
bedroomed  houses  were  specially  adapted  to  make  2  units  of 
accommodation  for  the  elderly.  These  homes  are  situated  at 
66,  Clarkes  Lane  and  34,  Bridge  Street  and  house  10  residents 
each.  The  homes  consist  of  a  large  lounge/dining  room,  one 
double  bedroom,  one  bathroom  and  toilet,  kitchen  and  store¬ 
room  on  the  ground  floor,  and  the  Matron’s  quarters,  two  single 
bedrooms  and  three  double  bedrooms  upstairs. 

In  addition  to  these  six  homes  in  West  Bromwich,  a  number 
of  cases  are  supported  in  "The  Poplars",  New  Cross,  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  New  cases  are  not  being  admitted  there  now,  however, 
as  the  building  is  shortly  to  be  developed  for  hospital  purposes 
and  those  West  Bromwich  people  still  there  may  soon  have  to 
be  absorbed  into  accommodation  in  the  Borough. 

Three  blocks  of  old  persons’ flatlets,  provided  by  the  Housing 
Committee,  opened  in  1962,  are  still  proving  very  satisfactory 
and  popular.  Each  accommodates  22  persons  and  a  resident  warden, 
the  latter  being  provided  by  the  Welfare  Committee. 

They  are:- 

"Newport  House",  Monmouth  Drive, 

Hateley  Heath,  West  Bromwich. 

"Sandfield  House",  Walsall  Road, 

Stone  Cross,  West  Bromwich. 

"Bramley  House",  Redwood  Road, 

Yew  Tree  Estate,  Walsall. 

At  the  end  of  1962,  the  number  of  residents  in  Part  III 


accommodation  was  as 

fol  lows:- 

Men 

Women 

In  Hospital 

"The  Hawthorns" 

- 

20 

7 

"Lyndon  House" 

13 

18 

2 

"Beech  Holme" 

19 

- 

- 

"Greenside  House" 

21 

21 

• 
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Men 

Women 

In  Hospita 

34,  Bridge  Street 

8 

2 

- 

66,  Clarkes  Lane 

- 

8 

3 

"The  Poplars” 

1 

3 

1 

The  general  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  that  134 
beds,  representing  1.4  per  thousand  population,  were  provided 
for  old  persons.  The  average  for  1962  in  County  Boroughs  in 
England  was  2.25  per  thousand  population.  There  is,  therefore, 
a  significant  shortage  of  this  type  of  accommodation  in  West 
Bromwich,  particularly  ground  floor  accommodation.  The  waiting 
list  on  31st  December,  1962  was  8  males  and  13  females. 


In  the  homes,  everything  possible  is  done  to  make  the 
residents  comfortable  and  happy,  rules  are  kept  to  a  minimum 
and  visiting  can  occur  at  any  reasonable  time.  In  the  case  of 
illness  residents  are  tended  by  their  own  doctor,  and  in  all 
homes  at  least  one  member  of  the  staff  is  a  state  registered 
nurse  or  has  had  nursing  experience. 

Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  welfare  of  residents  -  services 
provided  include  hairdressing  and  chiropody  and  if  a  visit  to 
the  optician  or  dentist  is  needed  and  the  individual  is  unable 
to  get  there  alone,  transport  is  readily  provided.  Birthday  cards, 
Christmas  cards  and  presents,  etc.,  are  sent  to  each  resident 
and  the  Christmas  festivities,  including  a  trip  to  the  pantomime 
are  always  a  highlight  of  the  year.  Throughout  the  rest  of  the 
year  various  outings,  films  and  live  shows  are  made  available  for 
those  who  wish  to  participate. 


Holidays  for  residents  of  the  homes  are  arranged  directly 
by  the  Welfare  Committee  and  in  May  1962,  58  went  to  Pontins' 
Holiday  Camp  at  Lowestoft  for  one  week. 


In  addition  to  the  residents  in  the  homes  in  West  Bromwich 
there  are  a  fsw  others  who,  for  various  reasons,  are  maintained 
in  local  authority  or  voluntary  homes  elsewhere. 

These  are  as  follows:- 


Men 

Fred  Evans  Homes,  Walsall 

Hampton  Grange,  Hereford  1 

Highbury  Hall,  Birmingham 

“Hill  Crest”,  Smethwick 
"St.  Mary’s”,  Stone 

"Tate  House”,  Harrogate  1 

The  Rest  Home  for  the  Blind  j 
Southerndown,  Wales 


Women 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 
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F  inance 


The  full  cost  to  the  Corporation  per  resident  in  directly 
maintained  homes  is  now  estimated  at  £7.  2.  9d.  per  week..  At  31st 
December,  1962,  99  residents  without  private  means  were  paying 
the  minimum  charge  of  £2.6.0d.  per  week,  25  were  paying  a 
proportion  of  the  full  charge,  whilst  10  were  paying  the  full 
cost.  Each  resident  received  a  minimum  of  ll/6d.  per  week 
pocket  money. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  accommodation 
from  31st  December,  1961,  to  31st  December,  1962. 


Greenside 

House 

Lyndon 

House 

The 

Hawthorns 

Beech* 

Holme 

66, 

C  larkes 
Lane 

34, 

Bridge 

Street 

No.  of  beds 

42 

31 

21 

20 

10 

9 

No.  of  admissions 

25 

7 

12 

9 

25 

17 

*No.  of  discharges 

10 

4 

10 

4 

11 

4 

No.  of  deaths 

10 

4 

10 

5 

3 

2 

%  beds  occupied 

98.02% 

97.12% 

92.12% 

93.7% 

94.5% 

88.8% 

*  Discharges  include  admissions  to  hospital  for  long-term  care. 

Statistics  calculated  for  the  six  month  period  ending  in 
September,  1962,  showed  27.3%  of  all  admissions  were  to  ground 
floor  beds.  The  sex  proportion  \)  was  46.4%  males  and  53.6% 
females  and  the  average  age  was  78.3  years.  Calculated  from 
figures  relating  to  persons  discharged  during  1961,  the  average 
length  of  stay  was  23.5  months,  excluding  acknowledged  tem¬ 
porary  admissions. 


Care  in  Community 

As  always,  during  1962,  it  was  difficult  to  keep  adequate 
contact  with  lonely  old  people.  The  powers  of  local  authorities 
to  provide  services  for  the  aged  section  of  the  community  were 
very  limited  until  the  advent  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948  (Amendment)  Act,  1962,  and  in  the  main  the  service  dealt 
with  calls  for  help  only. 

Visiting  by  district  and  the  distribution  of  pre-paid  post 
cards  by  welfare  staff  at  the  time  of  visiting,  to  be  returned  in 
cases  of  emergency,  does  much  to  help  the  elderly. 

Voluntary  organisations  are  able  partly  to  fill  the  gap 
necessarily  left  by  the  local  authority  as  far  as  services  are 
concerned,  and  every  effort  is  made  by  the  welfare  staff  to  work 
in  close  co-operation  with  these  as  well  as  with  neighbours 
and  relatives  without  whose  help  and  presence,  the  lives  of 
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many  old  people  would  be  most  unhappy.  Generally,  however, 
visiting  of  the  elderly  is  necessarily  limited  in  amount  by  the 
availability  of  staff. 


Social  Facilities 

The  West  Bromwich  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  co¬ 
ordinates  the  activities  of  social  facilities  for  the  elderly  living 
in  their  own  homes  and  a  total  of  8  Over  60  Clubs’  is  active 
in  the  Borough,  with  a  membership  of  approximately  850.  Many 
communal  functions  are  arranged,  including  Christmas  festivities 
outings  and  trips,  which  are  usually  very  well  supported  by  the 
members. 
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CARE  OF  THE  BLIND 


The  number  of  registered  blind  persons  in  the  borough,  in 
age  groups,  is  as  follows:- 


0 

5 

n 

16 

21 

30 

40 

50 

60 

65 

70 

80 

85 

Sex 

5 

10 

15 

20 

29 

39 

49 

59 

64 

69 

79 

84 

89 

90 

T  otal 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs, 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs, 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

M 

m 

• 

1 

2 

3 

2 

11 

8 

3 

6 

14 

9 

2 

at 

61 

F 

- 

- 

- 

« 

3 

1 

1 

7 

7 

4 

15 

8 

11 

2 

59 

This  gives  a  total  of  120  persons  registered  blind.  Three 
men  and  six  women  died  during  1962.  There  was  one  male  trans¬ 
ferred  into  West  Bromwich  and  one  female  transferred  out  of  the 
area  and  20  were  certified  blind.  The  following  table  shows 
the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  those  certified._ 


Sex 

20- 

29 

yrs. 

30- 

39 

yrs. 

40- 

49 

yrs. 

50- 

59 

yrs. 

60- 

64 

yrs. 

65- 

69 

yrs. 

70- 

79 

yrs. 

80- 

84 

yrs. 

85- 

89 

yrs. 

90 

plus 

Total 

M 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

9 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

- 

11 

Residential  Care 


The  Corporation  does  not  run  residential  homes  for  the 
blind  but  uses  those  provided  by  voluntary  agencies  and  other 
local  authorities.  There  are  seven  blind  in  Part  HI  accommodation 
and  four  in  homes  for  the  blind. 


Employment 

At  the  end  of  1962,  the  following  were  employed  in  the 
workshops:- 

3  Fitters  and  Assemblers 

1  Knitting  Machinist 

2  Brush  Makers 
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1  Boot  and  Shoe  Repairer 
1  Piano  .Tuner 
1  Labourer 

There  were  two  people  in  the  home  workers  schemes- 

1  Basket  Maker 
1  Salesman 

and  seven  people  employed  under  ordinary  conditions:- 

1  Craft  instructor 
1  Typist 

1  Storekeeper 

2  Machine  Tool  Operators 
2  Labourers 


Blind  Persons  with  other  Disabilities 


Sex 

Menta  1  !y 
Sub-norma  1 

Physica  lly 
Defective 

Deaf  without 
Speech 

Deaf  with 
Speech 

Hard  of 
Hearing 

Male 

1 

5 

1 

«■ 

7 

F  ema  le 

4 

2 

m 

1 

3 

Partially  Sighted 

The  total  number  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons  in  West  Bromwich 
is  now  26.  The  following  table  shows  age  and  sex  di str ibution 


Sex 

0-1 

yrs 

2-4 

yrs 

5-15 

yrs. 

16-20 

yrs. 

21-49 

yrs. 

50-64 

yrs. 

65  years 
and  over 

T  otal 

Male 

• 

5 

2 

« 

1 

8 

Female 

m 

4 

m 

1 

13 

18 
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General  Welfare 


The  year  1962  was  the  first  complete  year  in  which  the 
Corporation  operated  its  own  Blind  Welfare  Service.  Prior  to 
this  it  had  been  operated  on  an  agency  basis  through  the  Birm¬ 
ingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  who  still  continue  to 
provide  funds  for  after  care  and  holidays. 

Visiting 

Approximately  1,200  visits  were  made  to  blind  and  partially 
sighted  people  in  their  own  homes  during  the  year. 


Teaching  in  the  Home 

Braille  lessons  were  given  to  four  people  in  their  own 
homes.  One  is  now  able  to  both  read  and  write  satisfactorily, 
one  is  making  good  progress  in  learning  to  read,  and  the  other 
two  gave  up  after  trying  very  hard. 

Little  typewriting  has  been  done  during  the  year  but  it  is 
hoped  to  concentrate  on  this  service  in  the  near  future. 

Most  of  the  people  who  are  interested  in  handcrafts  are 
able  to  attend  the  centre,  so  that  very  few  craft  lessons  have 
been  given  in  the  homes  of  blind  persons. 


Training  for  Open  Employment 

During  the  year  two  men  attended  the  Industrial  Rehabilitation 
Course  at  the  Royal  National  Institution  for  the  Blind  Centre, 
Torquay.  The  same  two  men  attended  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
industrial  training  course  at  Letchworth.  They  both  returned 
home  as  fully  trained  capstan  lathe  operators.  In  addition  a 
Trainee  for  open  employment  at  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  completed  his  course  and  qualified  as  a  capstan 
lathe  operator. 

One  man  was  found  a  job  as  a  capstan  lathe  operator  with 
a  local  engineering  firm. 


After  Care  Grants 

A  new  system  for  dealing  with  small  after  care  grants  was 
introduced  by  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  in 
June.  This  system  has  worked  very  well  and  a  total  of  £10.10. Od . 
has  been  paid  out  in  small  grants. 


Holidays 

It  was  decided  to  include  the  blind  with  the  physically 
handicapped  this  year  and  24  blind  people  and  20  guides  spent 
a  week  at  a  holiday  camp  at  Lowestoft,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themselves. 

Guide  Dogs 

In  January,  one  man  was  trained  with  his  second  dog  in 
the  Guide  Dog  Association  Centre  at  Leamington  Spa.  Another 
man  has  been  accepted  for  training  with  his  first  dog,  and 
is  at  present  waiting  for  a  vacancy. 

Talking  Books 

During  the  year,  five  applications  were  submitted  to  the 
Nuffield  Talking  Book  Library  for  the  Blind. 

Wireless 

This  service  has  run  very  smoothly  throughout  the  year. 
There  is  excellent  co-operation  between  the  Department  and 
“The  Wireless  for  the  Blind”  section  in  the  workshops  at  Harborne. 

Apparatus  and  Games 

We  have  continued  to  keep  a  smgll  stock  of  apparatus  and 
games  for  purchase  by  our  blind  people.  The  stock  includes, 
white  sticks,  self-threading  needles,  dominoes  and  playing  cards. 

Chiropody 

The  chiropody  service  which  was  introduced  last  year,  has 
continued  satisfactorily.  The  chiropodist  holds  a  clinic  once 
a  month  in  the  Trinity  Road  Centre,  and  home  visits  are  arranged 
when  necessary. 

Trinity  Road  Centre 

Weekly  socials  were  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  throughout 
the  year.  These  socials  ere  on  informal  gathering  cf  blind  people, 
who  sit  and  chat,  play  dominoes  or  listen  to  records.  The  atten¬ 
dance  varies  between  15  and  20. 

In  September  a  monthly  social  was  started.  It  is  really  an 
extension  of  the  last  Tuesday  social  in  each  month.  Instead 
of  returning  home  at  4.30  p.m.  the  people  stay  until  9.15  p.m. 
They  are  given  tea,  and  in  the  evening  there  is  always  some 
form  of  entertainment.  The  attendance  at  these  socials  varies 
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between  25  and  30. 

Craft  classes  were  held  on  each  Thursday  throughout  the 
year.  In  September,  the  whole  system  for  dealing  with  craft 
materials  and  the  marketing  of  goods  was  revised,  and  it  is 
now  run  in  conjunction  with  the  Occupational  Therapy  Department. 
The  attendance  at  the  Craft  Centre  varies  between  20  and  25. 

Transport  has  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  tail  lift  buses 
to  bring  people  to  the  Centre.  On  the  whole,  this  service  has 
operated  most  satisfactorily. 

Christmas  Party 

The  Christmas  Party  was  a  great  success.  It  was  held  in 
the  Trinity  Road  Centre  and  was  attended  by  90  blind  people 
and  their  guides- 

Garden  Party. 

In  June  66  blind  people  and  their  guides  attended  the  Garden 
Party  for  the  blind  which  was  organised  by  the  Birmingham  Welfare 
Department,  at  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Edgbaston. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB 


The  Welfare  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  has  been  provided  as 
in  former  years  by  the  Church  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
Walsall,  under  the  Missioner,  Mr.  Griffiths. 

The  numbers  of  deaf  in  West  Bromwich  in  1962  were  as 
fo!  lows:- 


Category 

C  lass  if  ication 

Fema  ies 

Males 

T  otal 

1 

Deaf  without  speech 

17 

17 

34 

2 

Deaf  with  speech 

2 

12 

14 

3 

Hard  of  hearing 

5 

2 

7 

Total  number  on  Register  55 

The  usual  activities  were  maintained  during  the  year.  These 
included  football  matches,  cricket  matches,  a  weeks  holiday 
was  spent  at  Lowestoft  in  company  with  the  physically  handi¬ 
capped  and  a  Christmas  party. 

A  weekly  social  club  started  at  Trinity  Road  Social  Centre 
in  September  and  is  well  attended. 

PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 

At  the  end  the  year  the  number  of  persons  known  to  be 
physically  handicapped  in  West  Bromwich  was  739.  This  was 
an  increase  of  74  over  the  previous  year.  The  exact  position 
in  relation  to  last  year  is  shown  in  the  following  tables 


Group 

T  ota  1 

on 

31.12*1 

Ad¬ 

missions 

in  1961 

Deaths 

Moved 

out 

of  Area 

T ransferred  to 

Register  for 

T  ota ! | 

1 

Blind 

Menta  1 
Hea  ith 

Aged 

Old  People’s 
Homes 

A 

122 

9 

1 

• 

• 

• 

m 

1 

129 

B 

15 

- 

- 

- ' 

- 

- 

m 

- 

15 

C 

4 

- 

- 

m 

- 

M 

m 

• 

4 

D 

364 

131 

41 

• 

- 

- 

- 

17 

437 

E 

160 

1 

- 

7 

- 

- 

• 

- 

154 

665 

141 

42 

7 

- 

- 

- 

18 

739 

i 
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The  analysis  of  the  age  groups  is  as  follows: 


Chi  Idren 

under  16 

Persons 

1 7-64yrs. 

Over 

64  years 

T  otals 

Males 

74 

207 

98 

379 

F  ema  les 

52 

138 

170 

360 

T  otals 

126 

345 

268 

739 

The  physically  handicapped  people  are  grouped 
of  five  groups.  These  are  defined  as  follows:- 


into  a  total 


Group  A 


Group  B 


Group  C 


Group  D 
Group  E 


Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  though 
possibly  needing  training  for  some  new  occupation 
are  capable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions. 

Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are 
incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions, 
but  who  are  mobile  and  capable  of  work  in  sheltered 
workshops. 

Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are 
incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions 
and  who  are  insufficiently  mobile  for  work  in  sheltered 
workshops,  but  who  are  capable  of  work  at  home. 

Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are 
incapable  of  work  or  not  available  for  work. 

Handicapped  persons  who  are  school  children  under 
the  age  of  16  years  and  whose  needs  are  likely  to 
be  met  under  other  enactments,  but  for  whom  the 
local  authority  has  general  responsib  i  lity  under  section 
29  of  the  Act. 


as 


The  739  cases  known  to  the  department  can  be  classified 
suffering  from  disabilities  as  shown  in  the  following  table:- 


Disability 

Coding 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

T  ota  1  s 

Amputations 

A/E 

n 

- 

1 

27 

- 

39 

Arthritis  and 

Rheumatism 

F 

3 

1 

115 

1 

120 

Congen  ita  1 

Malformations  and 

Deform  ities 

G 

17 

• 

9 

30 

56 

Diseases  of  the 
digestive  and  genito¬ 
urinary  systems:  of  the 
heart  or  circulatory 
system  of  the  respiratory 
(Other  than  tuberculosis' 

H/L 

33 

2 

1 

181 

60 

278 

Injuries  of  the  head, 
face, neck, thorax, 
abdomen, pelvis  or  trunk, 
injuries  or  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis) 
of  the  lower  and 
upper  limbs  and  spine. 

Q/T 

29 

2 

1 

39 

13 

82 

Organic  nervous 
diseases  —  epilepsy 
disseminated  sclerosis, 
polio,  hemiplehia, 
sciatica  etc. 

V 

25 

9 

1 

44 

30 

110 

Neurosis, psychosis  and 
mental  disorders  not 
included  in  organic 
nervous  diseases 

u/w 

4 

- 

- 

5 

1 

10 

T  uberculosis 

Respiratory 

Non-Respitatory 

X 

3 

5 

2 

10 

Y 

3 

• 

3 

11 

17 

Diseases  and  injuries 
not  specified  above 

z 

1 

1 

9 

6 

17 

TOTALS 

129 

15 

4 

437 

154 

739 

99 


The  number  of  known  cases  of  epilepsy  in  the  Borough 
was  31  consisting  of  14  men,  9  women,  5  boys  and  3  girls. 

There  were  also  48  cases  of  Cerebral  Palsy  including  41 
adults  and  7  children  (4  boys,  3  girls). 


Alterations  to  Property 

During  the  year  alterations  to  property  were  carried  out 
in  20  cases  to  make  life  more  tolerable  for  severely  handicapped 
persons.  In  some  cases  it  meant  rehousing  in  more  suitable 
accommodation,  which  necessitated  alterations  to  newly  allo¬ 
cated  houses  and  fiats. 


Wheelchairs  and  Motorized  Vehicles 

Twelve  applications  were  made  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Welfare  Department  to  the  ministry  of  Pensions  for  wheel 
chairs  for  needy  handicapped  persons  and  of  these  11  app¬ 
lications  were  successful  and  wheelchairs  were  issued.  Six 
applications  were  made  for  motorised  invalid  vehicles,  and  all 

6  cases  have  now  received  their  vehicles.  There  were  4  cases 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  the  replacement  of  vehicles  over 

7  years  old  and  of  these  3  have  now  been  replaced. 


Ministry  Car  Badges 

Thirty-two  special  car  badges  were  issued  by  the  Corporation 
to  severely  handicapped  persons.  This  badge  allows  the  drivers 
to  park  their  vehicles  in  a  *no  parking'  or  'waiting'  area  for 
short  periods,  at  the  discretion  of  the  police,  to  enable  them 
to  do  their  shopping  etc.  These  badges  grant  no  legal  right 
but  the  local  police  are  very  helpful  and  co-operative. 


Holidays  1962 

The  Welfare  Committee  decided  to  repeat  s  its  holiday  scheme 
for  1962  and  the  holiday  took  place  in  June  at  a  camp  in  Lowe¬ 
stoft.  West  Bromwich  provided  a  holiday  of  one  week  for  364 
adults  and  20  children  together  with  21  staff.  The  numbers  were 
made  up  as  follows:- 

58  persons  from  Part  III  accommodation 

24  blind  persons) 

20  guides  ) 

262  physically  handicapped  and  escorts 

20  children 

21  staff 

405 


100 


The  net  cost,  after  allowing  for  contributions  from  partici¬ 
pants,  was  £2,280. 

In  September  a  further  40  persons  who  were  unable  to  go  in 
June,  due  to  various  reasons,  spent  a  week  at  Weston-super-Mare, 
organised  through  the  West  Bromwich  Association  for  the  Welfare 
of  Physically  Handicapped. 

The  holidays  were  a  great  success  and  all  those  taking  part 
expressed  their  thanks  to  the  Local  Authority. 


Library  Facilities 

Facilities  are  provided  for  the  renewal  of  books  by  persons 
attending  the  Public  Library  on  behalf  of  handicapped  persons 
and  great  use  is  being  made  of  this  service  by  voluntary  bodies. 

SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  West  Bromwich  Assoc  iat  ion  for  the  We  I  fa  re  of  Phys  icai  ly 
Handicapped  has  again  been  very  active.  They  have  provided 
a  number  of  home  bound  persons  with  parcels  at  Easter  and 
Christmas . 

in  the  summer  they  again  joined  with  the  New  Horizons 
Club  to  provide  a  Summer  Fair  at  Dartmouth  Park. 

At  Christmas  they  gave  parties  to  physically  handicapped 
adults  and  children.  During  the  year  they  ckc  gave  financial 
assistance  to  a  number  of  needy  physically  handicapped  cases 
and  to  a  number  of  persons  taking  part  in  the  holiday  scheme. 


Day  Centres 


At 

present  there  are 

three  Day  Centres 

operated 

by  the 

Corporat 

ion  for  homebound 

elderly  people  and 

they  are 

held  as 

follows:- 

Average  Attendance  N 

umber  on 

Register 

1. 

Monday  (at  Transport 

Social 

Club) 

19 

22 

2. 

Wednesday  (at  Transport 

Social 

Club) 

25 

31 

3. 

Friday 

(at  Friar  Park 

Community  Centre) 

27 

37 

Total  71 


Total  90 


The  usual  Day  Centre  programme  covers  a  wide  field  and 
includes  knitting,  discussion,  musical  afternoons,  bingo,  whist 
and  beetle  drives,  auctions  and  film  shows.  Persons  attending 
are  called  for  at  10  a.m.  and  returned  home  at  about  5  p.m. 
They  are  provided  with  a  mid-day  meal  towards  which  they  pay 
l/5d.  per  meal. 

A  number  of  day  and  half-day  outings  were  organised  and  a 
Christmas  party  was  given  to  all  Centres. 

During  the  year  the  Centres  knitted  5  large  blankets  which 
were  sent  to  refugees. 

The  Centres  have  been  very  successful. 

FELLOWSHIP  OF  THE  NEW  HORIZONS 

The  Fellowship  of  New  Horizons  Social  Club  for  the  physic¬ 
ally  handicapped  of  West  Bromwich,  celebrated  its  fifth  anniver- 
ary  in  September  last. 

During  the  past  year  the  club  has  continued  to  thrive;  new 
members  have  been  enrolled  and  activities  have  been  many  and 
varied  including  film  shows,  concerts,  suppers,  a  Summer  Fair, 
Harvest  Festival  and  Carol  Services. 

Parcels  of  produce  were  distributed  to  housebound  and  bed¬ 
ridden  disabled  people  following  the  Harvest  Festival  and  again 
at  Christmas. 

This  club  is  a  most  thriving  and  energetic  group  who  con¬ 
tribute  greatly  to  the  well-being  of  the  physically  handicapped. 

OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY  SERVICE 


Staff 


The  centre  was  without  a  qualified  occupational  therapist 
from  January  until  August  and  the  service  was  carried  on  by  the 
craft  instructors.  In  November  a  senior  craft  instructor  was 
appointed,  making  the  establishment,  senior  craft  instructor, 
occupational  therapist, 3  craft  instructors  and  a  clerk/ storekeeper. 


Cl  asses 

Classes  are  still  held  at  the  Community  Centre,  Gayton 
Road  on  five  days  a  week.  There  was  a  total  of  5,873  attendances 
at  the  centre  during  the  year.  Conditions  at  the  centre  are  very 
difficult  and  it  is  not  possible  to  introduce  new  activities  at 
present.  A  small  print  room  has  however  been  set  up  and  it  is 


hoped  to  extend  this  activity. 


Domiciliary  Work 

During  the  eight  months  in  which  a  domiciliary  service  was 
run  194  home  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  ofcraft  instruction. 

Disposal  of  Finished  Articles 

Many  patients  are  able  to  get  orders  for  their  work  and  other 
finished  articles  are  sold  at  sales  organised  in  factories/  and 
at  the  summer  fair. 

Sp  ecial  Activities 

The  choir  was  restarted  towards  the  end  of  October  and  they 
were  able  to  give  a  concert  during  the  Christmas  Party  which 
was  held  on  the  20th  December. 

Future  Plans 

The  service  has  undoubtedly  been  restricted  by  having  to 
operate  in  a  totally  unsuitable  building  but  it  is  expected  that 
there  will  be  considerable  expansion  both  in  attendances  and 
services  which  can  be  provided  when  the  new  centre  under 
construction  is  completed. 


SONS  OF  REST  HOMES  -  1962 


There  are  eight  such  homes  in  the  Borough  whose  membership 
is  open  to  any  male  over  the  age  of  65  who  is  not  in  full  employ¬ 
ment. 

Membership 


Home 

No.  on  Register 

Days  Open 
per  week 

Weekly  Average 
Attendance 

Dartmouth  Park 

76 

5 

220 

Friar  Park 

30 

4 

80 

Hamstead 

45 

4 

85 

Eli  F  Setcher 

79 

6 

240 

Oakwood  Park 

48 

5 

150 

E  liza  Corbett 

82 

6 

185 

Kenrick  Park 

19 

5 

45 

Farley  Park 

50 

6 

100 

T  otal 

429 

41 

1,105 

103 


There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  membership  during  the 
year. 

All  Homes  have  been  very  active  during  the  year  and  have 
taken  part  in  various  competitions,  such  as  Domino,  Snooker 
and  Crib  Leagues. 

In  addition  Bowls  matches  with  members  of  the  Council, 
outings  Annual  Dinners,  Birthday  parties,  and  Carol  Services 
were  held. 
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GENERAL  HYGIENE 


Description  of  the  Area 

West  Bromwich,  situated  in  the  West  Midlands  conurbation, 
lies  midway  between  Birmingham  and  Wolverhampton,  and  the 
A. 41  road  joins  the  three  towns.  The  County  Borough  of  Waisali 
lies  to  the  North  and  Smethwick  to  the  South.  West  Bromwich  has 
a  population  of  97,050  in  a  total  of  about  2,500,000  in  the  West 
Midlands  conurbation.  A  penny  rate  produces  £16,500  (after 
1963  revaluation).  Rateable  value  and  population  are  growing 
rapidlyfrom  year  to  year. 

Meteorology 

Climatological  Station,  Dartmouth  Park  —  543.3  feet  above 
sea  level. 


1962 

T otal  rainfall  26.07” 

No.  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  164 


Reading  of  self  registering  thermometers 
(taken  at  9  a.m.  local  time) 


Max. 

Min. 

T  otal 

Days  on  wh 

in  air 

in  air 

rainfall 

rain  fell 

January 

44.13 

35.32 

2.61 

18 

February 

44.87 

35.10 

1.17 

11 

March 

44.16 

30.71 

0.87 

9 

Apri  1 

53.53 

39.43 

2.66 

15 

May 

58.68 

44.03 

2.94 

20 

June 

67.63 

48.66 

0.39 

10 

July 

67.97 

52.03 

1.99 

13 

August 

65.42 

51.29 

5.29 

18 

September 

60.30 

45.83 

3.56 

15 

October 

56.48 

45.52 

0.77 

7 

November 

45.22 

38.87 

1.84 

14 

December 

40.94 

30.68 

1.98 

14 

26.07” 

164 
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Inspections 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was 

21,957. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  them:- 


/  / 
/  / 


Inspections  —  Housing  Acts  (Slum  Clearance,  etc.)  3,400 

,,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

(Housing  Repairs)  3,479 

,,  Public  Health  Act  (Caravans)  153 

,,  Food  Premises  (including  Food  Inspection) 

and  Vehicles  1,292 

Factories  Acts  200 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Acts  1949 

(Inspections  by  Public  Health  Inspector)  874 

,,  Theatres  and  Cinemas  3 

,,  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act  1949 

(Chiropodists,  Hawkers  and  Hairdressers)  26 

,,  Rent  Act  1957  and  Improvement  Grants  157 

,,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  and 

Public  Conveniences  307 

Re-ins  pecticns  —  Housing  1,819 

Meat  anc  pood  Inspection  —  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  4,859 

Sampling  Visits  —  Food  and  Drugs,  Ice  Cream  and 

Fertilers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  183 

,,  ,,  Water  41 

Air  Hygiene  and  Factories  —  Smoke  Observations,  industrial 

and  general  surveys,  investigations 
of  industrial  and  domestic 
nuisances,  deposit  gauges  and 
Smoke  Control  Areas  4,250 

Food  Poisoning  and  special  Infectious;  Disease  Investigations  914 


21,957 


The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  is  slightly 
higher  than  for  1961,  and  there  is  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
number  of  visits  carried  out  in  connection  with  infectious 
diseases  as  a  result  of  the  smallpox  outbreak  of  January,  1962. 
The  inspectors  assisted  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  carrying 
out  daily  surveillance  of  contacts  and  the  disinfection  of 
premises.  Contacts  were  mainly  amongst  Indian  and  Pakistani 
immigrants  and  the  knowledge  that  the  inspectors  had  gained 
through  inspection  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  proved  most 
valuable.  At  one  stage  an  inspector  spent  much  time  on  welfare 
matters  such  as  national  insurance  and  wages.  He  acted  as  a 
go-between  to  assist  such  persons  as  were  excluded  from  work, 
and  their  employers.  This  unusual  activity  did  much  to  secure 
co-operation  and  maintain  the  confidence  of  those  who  were 
unaccustomed  to  the  vigorous  controls  which  were  necessary 
to  contain  a  potentially  dangerous  situation. 


The  number  of  visits  in  connection  with  the  welfare  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Factory  Act  1961  also  increased  and  reflects 
the  work  of  a  technical  assistant  who  was  appointed  in  October 
specifically  for  this  and  similar  work.  The  department  is  now 
able  to  take  more  positive  action  to  enforce  the  sanitary 
accommodation  in  factories  instead  of  visiting  in  response  to 
complaints. 

Complaints  Received 

953  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
were  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

Notices  Served 

The  number  of  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  1936  and  1961  during  the  year  was  631.  Of  this  number 
362  were  Informal  Notices  and  269  were  Statutory  Notices. 
The  total  number  of  houses  concerned  was  877. 


A  tabulated  comparison  with  notices 

served  during 

1961 

is  as  under:- 

1961 

1962 

Informal  notices 

244 

362 

Statutory  notices 

120 

269 

Houses  in  connection  therewith 

475 

877 

During  the  year  59  notices  under  Section  26  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1961  were  served.  This  is  a  procedure  that  can  be 
followed  in  very  urgent  cases  where  unreasonable  delay  would 
be  imposed  by  action  under  the  nuisance  sections  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936.  It  has  the  advantage  of  allowing  the  Council 
to  complete  the  urgent  work  in  default  of  the  owner  without 
the  delay  that  would  be  imposed  by  an  application  to  court  for 
a  nuisance  order. 

Improvements  Effected  Under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  240  houses  were  repaired 
during  the  year.  In  addition  defects  were  remedied  in  a  further 
125  houses  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  under  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

Theatres  and  Cinemas 

There  are  only  five  cinemas  in  the  borough,  all  of  which 
are  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice 


Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

Dwe  1 1  ing 
houses 
inc  lud  ing 
Counc i  1 
houses 

All  other 
includ ing 
business 
premises 

Agri¬ 
cult¬ 
ure  1 

T  ota  1 
of  cols. 

1,  2,  3 
&  4 

Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
d istrict 

60 

27,486 

4,539 

8 

32,089 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of 
(a)  notification 

41 

271 

52 

364 

(b)  survey  under  the 
act 

(c)  otherwise  (e.g. 
when  vis ited 
primari ly  for 
some  other 
purpose) 

Total  inspections 
carried  out  including 
re-inspections 

96 

525 

107 

728 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested 
by 

(a)  Rats 

27 

240 

45 

312 

(b)  Mice 

14 

31 

7 

- 

52 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  the  loca  1 
authority 

41 

271 

52 

- 

364 

Rodent  Control 

Responsibility  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is 
placed  upon  the  occupiers  or  owners  of  land  by  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  In  West  Bromwich  a  pest  control 
service  is  provided  for  which  no  charge  is  made  to  domestic 
premises.  Industrial  premises  are  charged  on  a  time  and  material 
bas  is  whilst  certain  of  the  large  industrial  firms  having  problems 
of  a  continuing  nature  are  treated  on  a  yearly  contract  basis. 

Defective  drainage  systems  are  the  cause  of  many  of  the 
infestations  and  often  requires  further  work  by  the  public  health 
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inspectors.  The  treatment  of  rats  in  the  sewers  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  campaign  but  during  the  year  under  review  pressure 
on  the  time  of  the  operator  prevented  such  work. 

Disinfestation 

32  premises  —  including  private  houses,  school  and  factory 
canteens  were  successfully  disinfested  by  means  of  liquid  or 
powdered  insecticides  containing  D.D.T.  or  B.H.C. 

We  are  quite  often  being  consulted  with  regard  to  the 
extermination  of  insects  —  including  garden  pests  —  but  rarely 
for  assistance  with  bed  bugs  which  are,  happily,  disappearing. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933,  and  Pharmacy  and  Medicines 
Act,  1941 

The  sale  of  poisonous  substances  is  controlled  by  the 
Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933,  and  the  Poison  List,  1960, 
and  toxic  substances  are  placed  either  in  part  I  of  the  poisons 
list  or  part  II  of  the  list.  Under  part  I  are  those  poisons  used, 
in  the  main,  in  the  compounding  of  medicines  and  control  is 
effected  by  the  fact  that  they  can  only  be  sold  by  a  registered 
pharmacist.  In  part  II  of  the  list  are  included  those  poisonous 
substances  which  are  in  common  use  for  purposes  other  than 
the  treating  of  human  ailments  and  which  it  is  deemed  necessary 
for  the  public  to  have  adequate  facilities  for  obtaining.  Such 
substances  are  ammonia,  arsenical  substances  in  the  form  of 
agricultural  and  horticultural  insecticides  or  fungicides,  acids, 
rat  poisons,  certain  disinfectants  and  hair  dyes,  caustic  soda 
and  caustic  potash.  When  these  articles  under  part  11  are  sold 
by  a  person  who  is  not  a  registered  pharmacist  he  must  have 
his  name  entered  upon  the  list  of  sellers  of  part  11  poisons 
kept  by  the  Council.  57  persons  are  so  registered  with  the 
Council  for  this  purpose.  Registration  is  renewable  yearly  and 
a  fee  of  5  -  is  charged. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  manufacturer  of  rag  flock  is  licensed  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  and  ten  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act.  The  object 
of  the  Act  is  to  ensure  that  rag  flock  and  other  filling  materials 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  bedding,  toys,  and  articles  of  uphol¬ 
stery,  are  clean  and  fit  for  the  purpose.  Much  of  this  material 
is  imported,  and  whilst  some  is  clean  and  ready  for  use  a  large 
proportion  requires  de-dusting  and  washing. 

Premises  where  filling  materials  are  manufactured  or  stored 
for  distribution  must  be  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority,  whilst 
premises  requiring  to  be  registered  are  those  which  are  used  in 
manufacturing  bedding,  upholstered  furniture,  cushions  and 
toys. 
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Hairdressers  and  Barbers 


In  West  Bromwich  hairdressers  and  barbers  nave  had  to  be 
registered  with  the  local  authority  since  the  passing  of  the  West 
Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1949.  This  enables  all  such  estab¬ 
lishments  to  be  inspected  before  commencing  business  and  is 
a  material  factor  in  raising  the  standards  of  hygiene  although 
registration  cannot  be  refused  and  can  only  be  removed  by  the 
court.  Byelaws  are  also  in  force  requiring  hygienic  practices. 
Although  there  are  93  such  premises  registered  in  the  Borough 
the  continued  shortage  of  inspectors  prevents  routine  super¬ 
vision,  but  such  information  as  we  have  suggests  systematic 
inspection  and  control  is  needed. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  no  person  may  keep  a  pet 
shop  unless  he  and  the  premises  are  licensed  by  the  Local 
Authority.  The  licence  is  renewable  each  year  and  among  the 
factors  to  be  considered  in  granting  a  licence  in  any  particular 
case  are  the  suitability  of  the  accommodation,  the  arrangements 
for  feeding  the  animals,  the  precautions  to  be  taken  against 
the  spread  of  infection  and  the  adequacy  of  precautions  against 
fire  and  other  emergencies.  This  necessitates  visits  by  the 
inspectorial  staff  in  conjunction  with  the  Fire  Officer.  Not  ail 
premises  that  sell  animals  are  required  to  be  registered  as  there 
is  an  exemption  in  the  case  of  day-old  chicks  and  where  premises 
are  used  by  an  individual  for  the  breeding  of  pedigree  animals. 
There  are  at  present  7  licences  in  force  within  the  Borough. 

Water  Supplies 

Water  Sampl ing 

37  water  samples  were  taken  in  the  course  of  the  year,  9 
for  chemical  analysis,  and  28  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  sources  of  drinking  water  in  the  Borough  are  from  the 
City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  and  the  South  Stafford¬ 
shire  Waterworks  Company,  with  two  houses  supplied  by  a 
shallow  well,  two  houses  by  a  piped  main  spring,  and  one  house 
by  a  shallow  spring. 

Swimming  pools  number  5  and  are:— 

Central  Gala  Baths  —  Artesian  Well  with  full  purification  system 

Harvills  Hawthorn  School  —  South  Staffs.  Water  with  full 

purification  system 

Gorse  Farm  School  —  Birmingham  Water  with  full  purification  system 

Hallam  Hospital  —  South  Staffs.  Water,  used  on  empty-fill  system  with 

chemicals  added  by  hand 

Shenstone  Lodge  —  South  Staffs.  Water,  used  on  empty-fill  system 

with  chemicals  added  by  hand. 
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In  addition  there  is  a  Children’s  Paddling  Pool  at  Dartmouth 
Park  which  is  fed  by  a  natural  spring,  chemically  treated  by  a 
drip-feed  mechanism. 

The  37  samples  were  as  shown  in  the  following  table:— 


Mains  supplies  — 

South  Staffs. 

Birmingham  Water  Department 
Shallov/  Wells  one!  Springs 
Swimming  Pools 
Paddling  Pool 


Chemical 


Bacteriological 


5  10 

4  3 

3 

11 

1 


All  the  samples  from  the  swimming  pools  were  satisfactory. 
The  sample  taken  from  the  paddling  pool  was  unsatisfactory 
because  of  the  gross  contamination  that  it  receives.  Arrange¬ 
ments  are  being  made  to  replace  it  with  a  new  pool  ha v ing  a 
rec  ircu  latory  purification  system. 


All  bacteriological  samples  from  drinking  water  supplies 
were  satisfactory.  The  Public  Analyst  reported  some  piumbo- 
solvency  in  the  water  supplied  by  Birmingham  Water  Department, 
and  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  that  Department. 


One  notice  under  Section  138  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936,  was  served  requiring  two  houses  formerly  supplied  by  a 
shallow  spring  to  be  connected  to  a  mains  supply  which  had 
become  available  due  to  the  development  of  a  council  estate 
in  that  area.  The  work  was  completed  in  default  of  the  owner. 

Results  of  the  drinking  water  samples  are  given  in  the 
following  tables:— 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 
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Bacteriological  Analysis 


Source 

Sample 

No. 

Count 

B.  Coli 

South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 

1 

7 

Nil 

9 

6 

Nil 

10 

3 

Nil 

12 

6 

Nil 

14 

3 

Nil 

18 

11 

Nil 

21 

4 

Nil 

22 

2 

Nil 

30 

0 

Nil 

34 

28 

Nil 

Birmingham  Water  Department 

5 

1 

Nil 

29 

1 

Nil 

35 

2 

Nil 

Wells  and  Springs 

2 

14 

Nil 

3 

18 

Nil 

4 

2 

Nil 

In  the  Borough  25,534  houses  are  supplied  with  a  public 
water  main  direct  to  the  houses  and  only  1,952  share  taps  or 
standpipes.  Al I  of  the  houses  sharing  water  suppi ies  ore  included 
in  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Sewage  disposal  is  by  main  drainage  to  the  Ray  Hall  Sewage 
Works.  There  are  37  premises  in  the  Borough  using  cesspools 
because  they  are  distant  from  a  main  sewer  or  at  an  unsuitable 
level. 
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An  I nspector  takes  a  sample  from  the  Dartmouth  Park  Paddling 
Pool  together  with  an  admiring  audience 
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HOUSING 


New  Housing  Accommodation 

The  number  and  types  of  houses  and  flats  built  by  the  local 
authority  in  1962  is  as  follows:- 


Houses 

140 

Flats 

571 

711 

The  number  of  hou 

ses 

erected  by  private 

enterprise 

275 

986 


Housing  Acts,  1936-1957  -  Parts  II  and  III 
Slum  Clearance 

The  slum  clearance  programme  has  been  continued  during 
the  year.  18  Clearance  Areas  involving  546  houses  have  been 
reported  to  the  Council.  34  Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  have 
been  made  and  666  houses  demolished. 

During  the  year  public  local  inquiries  were  held  in  respect 
of  24  areas  comprising  553  houses.  Objections  were  made  on 
the  grounds  that  89  of  these  houses  were  not  unfit.  12  Orders 
involving  489  houses  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  with  iittle 
or  no  mod  ification. 

The  number  of  houses  reported  on  during  the  year  shows  an 
appreciable  reduction  on  previous  years  due  in  the  main  to  a 
“pause”  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  to  make  an  appraisal  of 
the  overall  re-housing  position.  It  is  hoped  to  complete  the 
programme  by  31st  March,  1964,  if  this  is  possible. 

An  encouraging  feature  of  the  housing  situation  is  the 
total  number  of  new  dwellings  completed  by  the  Corporation 
during  the  year.  This  is  by  far  the  highest  total  achieved  since 
slum  clearance  started  and  has  resulted  in  a  record  number  of 
670  families  being  rehoused  from  unfit  houses. 

Including  the  figures  for  1962,  a  total  of  126  areas  have 
been  reported  to  Council  since  1955.  These  involved  3,512 
houses  and  were  dealt  with  by  way  of  63  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  and  13  Clearance  Oraers.  During  the  same  period  642 
Demolition  Orders  and  104  Closing  Orders  were  made  and  45 
undertakings  not  to  relet  were  accepted  bringing  the  total  of 
unfit  houses  dealt  with  to  4,303. 
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TABLE  I 

Summary  of  Action  taken  during  year  1962 


C  learance 

Areas 

T ype  of 
Order 

Date 

repres¬ 

ented 

Date  of 
Confirm¬ 
ation 

. 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
persons 
to  be 
dis¬ 
placed 

Progress  to  end 
of  1962 

No.  of 
houses 
demo- 
1  is  hed 

No.  of 
pers  ons 
rehoused 
by  Cor¬ 
poration 

Hill  Top  Nos.  4  and  5 

C.P.O. 

. 

7  2.62 

Awaiting 

Confirm-; 

19 

62 

- 

. 

| 

C.P.O.  1*7.2.62 

ation 

) 

\ 

Oak  Road  No.  2 

<29  8.62 

9 

33 

- 

5 

Hill  Top  Nos,  1  2 
and  3 

C.P.O. 

7.3.62 

Awa  iting 
Confirm¬ 
ation 

185 

-1 

557 

6 

Holloway  Bank  Nos. 

2,  3  a/id  4 

C.P.O. 

4.4.62 

Awaiting 

Confirm¬ 

ation 

81 

237 

- 

- 

Victoria  Street, 

Swan  V i  1  lage  No.  1 

C.P.O. 

4.4.62 

29.8.62 

4 

9 

- 

- 

Hamstead  Village 

No.  1 

Pitt  Street  Nos.  1,  2  ) 
and  3  ) 

Queen  Street  Nos.  1  ) 
and  2  ) 

Walsall  Street  Nos.  4) 
and  5  ) 

C.P.O. 

13.6.62 

Awaiting 

Confirm¬ 

ation 

145 

549 

C.P.O. 

7.11 .62 

Awaiting 
Confirm- 
at  ion 

103 

296 

TABLE  II 

(Individual  Unfit  Houses) 
1962 


Houses 
demol  ished 

Demolition 
Orders  made 

C  los  ing 
Orders  made 

Undertakings  given  under 
Section  II  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  and  Section  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

61 

28 

_ 

6 

i 

The  difference  between  the  number  of  demolitions  compared 
with  the  number  of  Orders  made  is  accounted  for  by  vacant 
houses  not  demolished  in  previous  years. 
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TABLE  III 

Demolition  of  Houses 

The  total  number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 
was  as  under:- 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  605 

Houses  subject  to  Demolition 

Orders  61 


666 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Only  two  applications  were  made  for  certificates  of  disrepair. 


Improvement  Grants 

The  technical  and  administrative  work  in  connection  with 
the  making  of  improvement  grants  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor  and  Town  Clerk  and  the  following  information  was 
supplied  by  them. 


Grants  made:- 

Owner  occupier  -  Standard  Grant  38 

-  Discretionary  Grant  25 

Tenanted  houses  —  Standard  Grant  2 

-  Discretionary  Grant  6 

Overa! I  T otal  71 


Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Houses  in  Multiple 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses 
today,  although  there  are  several  which  could  be  s 
were  it  not  for  the  restricted  definition. 

About  200  houses  are  in  multiple  occupation,  that  is, 

occupied  by  members  of  more  than  one  family.  These  houses 
are  predominantly  occupied  by  families  from  the  Caribbean 

Islands,  closely  followed  by  Indians  and  Pakistanis.  The  re¬ 
mainder  come  from  European  countries  including  some  English 
men  and  women. 

In  March  1961  the  Council  appointed  a  public  health  inspec¬ 
tor  to  deal  exclusively  with  the  special  problems  which  arise 

when  large  old  houses  intended  for  one  family  with  servants 

are  occupied  by  several  unrelated  families,  let  off  into  small 


Occupation 

in  the  town 
o  classified 
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dormitories  for  single  men  or  into  “rooms”  for  man  and  wife  or 
single  persons. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act  1961  local  authorities 
have  been  given  wider  powers  to  deal  with  this  type  of  accommo¬ 
dation  and  a  start  has  been  made  on  the  abatement  of  the  over¬ 
crowding  that  has  been  discovered.  Section  19  of  the  Act  allows 
the  local  authority  to  fix  a  permitted  number  in  respect  of  a 
house  and  to  serve  a  Direction  to  abate  overcrowding.  This  has 
the  effect  of  specifying  the  maximum  number  of  persons  who 
may  occupy  a  particular  house  allowing  natural  wastage  to 
reduce,  if  necessary  the  number  of  occupiers  to  or  below  the 
prescribed  maximum.  In  this  way  overcrowding  may  be  abated 
slowly  but  with  the  least  possible  hardship  to  the  occupiers. 
27  such  notices  were  served  in  1962. 

To  find  all  the  houses  in  , multiple  occupation  takes  time 
and  the  co-operation  of  numerous  other  field  workers.  Whenever 
another  house  is  added  to  the  list  it  usually  means  an  added 
problem.  Though  there  is  provision  in  the  recent  legislation  to 
require  registration,  approval  cannot  be  sought  from  the  Minister 
until  after  1964.  It  would  be  helpful  to  have  such  powers  now 
for  notice  ofa  proposal  to  leta  house  to  a  multiplicity  of  families 
or  individuals  would  enable  us  to  relate  the  numbers  of  occupiers 
to  the  essential  amenities  such  as  cookers,'  sinks,  baths, 
lavatory  basins  and  toilets.  Until  we  have  Registration  we  are 
in  the  position  of  finding  a  house  so  fully  occupied  that  additional 
amenities  cannot  be  provided  until  somebody  moves  out  or  is 
given  notice  to  quit.  By  this  time  extreme  squalor  may  have 
moved  in. 
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A  typical  unfit  property  showing  common  yard  and  accesst 
foe iliti&s,  instability  and  extens ive  disrepair „ 


AIR  AND  FACTORY  HYGIENE 


Abatement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 


Legislation 

No  legislation  on  Clean  Air  was  introduced  during  the 
year,  but  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued 
four  circulars  for  the  guidance  of  local  authorities  engaged  in 
establishing  smoke  control  areas.  Circular  3/62  revised  certain 
administrative  requirements  set  out  in  the  memorandum  on  Smoke 
Control  Areas  to  make  it  easier  for  authorities  to  carry  out  smoke 
control  programmes  quickly  and  Circular  4  62  required  information 
to  be  supplied  to  the  Minister  about  progress  between  1961  and 
1966  and  the  target  date  for  programme  completion.  Circular 
60/62  suggested  that  programmes  in  the  black  areas  were  not 
being  completed  soon  enough  and  recommends  that  the  pace  be 
increased.  Circular  50/62  concerned  fuel  storage  in  new  local 
authority  housing,  and  recommended  that  in  areas  which  are  or 
are  likely  to  become  smoke  control  areas,  where  solid  smoke¬ 
less  fuels  would  be  the  main  source  of  heating,  the  authorities 
should  aim  to  make  provision  for  a  higher  standard  of  fuel  storage 
accommodation  than  the  minimum  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Manual 

1949. 

Industrial  Smoke  and  Nuisances 

In  general  there  appears  to  have  been  some  further  reduct¬ 
ion  in  smoke  emission  from  industrial  chimneys,  and  of  grit 
and  dust  from  foundry  cupolas,  but  the  special  processes  and 
the  burning  of  waste  materials  in  the  open  continue  to  give  cause 
for  concern.  The  special  processes  are  listed  later  in  this  report, 
and  H.M.  Alkali  Inspectorate  are  responsible  for  doing  whatever 
in  practicable  to  reduce  emissions  to  the  absolute  minimum. 
The  problems  arising  from  the  burning  of  waste  materials  are 
partially  due  to  disposal  by  incineration  but  mostly  from  the 
recovery  of  metals  for  re-sale.  Whilst  the  most  efficient  means 
of  doing  this  smokelessly  is  to  provide  a  furnace  designed  for 
the  purpose,  these  are  relatively  expensive  for  the  smal  I  business 
Nevertheless,  the  fact  will  have  to  be  faced  sooner  or  later  as 
continued  dark  smoke  and  nuisances  cannot  be  tolerated. 

Progress  in  the  reduction  of  smoke,  dust  and  grit  from  the 
atmosphere  exposes  noxious  fumes,  vapours  and  smells  from 
industrial  and  commercial  undertakings  which  previously  passed 
unnoticed.  Unfortunately,  many  of  these  fumes  and  odours  are 
extremely  difficult  to  suppress  or  neutralise,  and  industry  gener¬ 
ally  does  its  level  best.  Often  shoddy  and  inefficient  maintenance 
is  the  major  cause  of  many  avoidable  nuisances  and  managements 
need  to  exercise  stricter  control  ove?  this  cause  of  pollution. 
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TABLE  1 


Premises 

Offence/Nuisance 

Action  Taken 

Iron  Foundry 

Fume  nuisance  from 

Advice  given  regarding 

Cupola 

condition  of  scrap 
used  in  melt. 

Iron  Foundry 

Grit  and  dust  from 

Occupier  advised  to 

cupola 

fit  wet  type  arresters. 

Scrap  Yard 

Smoke  nuisance 

Occupiers  warned. 

Chemical  Works 

Fume  nuisance 

Occupier  advised  to 
overhaul  and  maintain 
plant  more  frequently. 

Hospital 

Dark  smoke  from  boiler 

New  control  equipment 

plant. 

installed. 

Drop  Forge 

Dark  smoke. 

Advice  given  re  light- 

. 

ing  up  furnaces. 

Iron  Foundry 

Grit  and  dust  from 

Occupiers  advised  to 

cupo las . 

fit  wet  arresters. 

T ube  Works 

Dark  smoke  from  boiler 

Occupier  warned. 

plant. 

Plant  to  be  re-equippec 
by  July  1963. 

Mineral  Water  Factory 

Smoke  nuisance. 

Chimney  height 
increased . 

Printing  Works 

Smoke  nuisance 

Chimney  height 
increased . 

Warehouse 

Smoke  nuisance  from 

Plant  repaired, chimney 

incinerator. 

height  increased. 

Scrap  Yard 

Smoke  nuisance 

Occupier  warned. 
Notice  served. 

Furniture  Manufacturer 

Smoke  and  grit  nuisance 

Occupiers  warned. 
Plant  to  be  replaced 
by  July  1  963. 

Iron  Foundry 

Fume  and  smoke 
nu  isance . 

Foundry  roof  repaired. 

Grit  and  Dust  from  Cupolas 

Iron  Foundry  Cupolas  -(All  Cold  Blast  type.) 

Position  at  end 
of  1962 


Total  number  of  cupolas  in  use.  49 

Number  where  arresters  not  yet  fitted  10 

Number  where  dry  arresters  fitted  20 

Number  where  wet  arresters  fitted  19 


New  Furnaces 

Notifications  of  intention  to  install  new  furnaces  and 
applications  for  prior  approval  during  1962  numbered  38  covering 
61  furnaces,  and  are  tabulated  as  follows:- 
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Notifications. 


Prior  Approval 


Coal 

4  (13) 

NIL 

Coke 

3  (5) 

NIL 

E  lectricity 

2  (2) 

NIL 

Gas  (Towns) 

8  (9) 

NIL 

(Propane ) 

2  (3) 

Oil 

17  (27) 

2(2) 

The  number  of  furnaces  is  given  in  brackets. 

Domestic  Smoke  Control 

The  Council’s  policy  towards  complete  smoke  control  in 
the  Borough  has  continued  during  the  year,  two  further  orders 
becoming  operative  on  1st  July  1962  (Nos.  7  and  9)  and  three 
Orders  being  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  due  to 
become  operative  on  1st  July,  1963,  1st  September,  1963  and 
1st  July,  1964  respectively  (Orders  8,  11  and  10).  This  will 
bring  one  sixth  of  the  area  of  the  Borough  under  smoke  control 
covering  one  fifth  of  the  total  number  of  dwellings.  The  target 
year  for  completion  is  still  1980  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
be  brought  forward  to  accord  with  the  recent  request  of  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Whilst  almost  all  of  the  fireplaces  in  regular  use  in  exist¬ 
ing  dwellings  built  before  July  1956  have  to  be  adapted  or 
altered  in  some  way  under  Smoke  Control  Orders,  the  percentage 
of  gas  and  electric  appliances  put  in  by  way  of  grant  in  private 
dwellings  is  on  the  increase.  Many  of  the  dwellings  requiring 
no  alteration  are  usually  found  also  to  have  already  installed 
these  types  of  appliance.  To  quote  a  figure  rising  25%  would 
appear  realistic. 

Progress  in  Smoke  Control  at  31st  December,  1962  was 
as  fol  lows:- 


Area 

Acreage 

Description 

Properti 

es 

Pos ition  at 

Dwe I  lings 

Other 

31 

.12.62 

1 

25 

T own  Centre 

191 

58 

0 

1.11.58 

2 

37 

New  L.A.  Estate 

325 

4 

0 

1.10.59 

3 

8 

New  Private  Estate 

56 

- 

0 

1.10.59 

4 

14 

New  and  Existing  Private 
E  state 

35 

1 

0 

1.11.59 

5 

37 

Town  Centre  Extension 

253 

74 

0 

1.7.61 

6 

50 

Town  Centre  Extension 

647 

30 

0 

1.7.61 

7 

90 

New  Private  &  Existing 
mixed  Estate 

562 

4 

0 

1.7.62 

8 

126 

Town  Centre  Extension 

1625 

49 

0 

1.7.63 

9 

5 

New  L.A.  Estate 

54 

1 

0 

1.7.62 
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Area 

Acreage 

Description 

Properti 

es 

Postiion  at 

Dwel  lings 

Other 

31.12.62 

10 

860- 

Mainly  Residential 

Area  (P) 

2246 

51 

0  1.7.64 

11 

i 

o 

Redevelopment  Area 

43 

11 

0  1.7.63 

5  A 

• 

Dwellings  previously 
exempted 

3 

- 

(S) 

(P)  denotes  programmed  area. 

(0)  denotes  operative. 

(S)  submitted  to  Ministry  for  confirmation. 


Clean  Air  Council 

Two  meetings  of  the  West  Bromwich  Clean  Air  Council 
were  held  during  the  year.  The  first  of  these  was  the  Annual 
General  Meeting  held  on  2nd  May,  1962  when  after  a  report  was 
presented  by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.G.  Kelly,  on  behalf  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  the  election  of  officers  of  the  Council 
for  1962/3  took  place.  .Mr.  A.J.  Shore,  Superintendent  of  Foundries 
(Messrs.  W.  &  T.  Avery  Ltd.,)  was  elected  Chairman,  Councillor 
F.G.  Phi  1 1  ips,  Vice  Chairman  and  Mr.  C.S.  Stokes,  Hon.  Secretary. 
The  business  part  of  the  meeting  was  followed  by  an  address 
by  Mr.  S.  Cayton,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  entitled  “Control 
of  Air  Pollution  —  Progress  in  West  Bromwich.” 

The  second  meeting  included  the  showing  of  ‘Clean  Air' 
an  excellent  and  unbiased  practical  film,  made  for  Shell-Mex 
and  B.P.  Limited.  Questions  and  answer  session  on  smoke 
control  followed  and  the  panel  consisted  of  Councillor  F.G. 
Phillips  (Chairman)  and  Mr.  A.J.  Shore,  (W.  &  T.  Avery  Ltd.); 
Mr.  G.  Waldron,  Technical  Officer,  West  Midland  Gas  Board; 
and  Mr.  J.G.  Kelly,  Senior  Specialist  Public  Health  Inspector 
Air  Hygiene  West  Bromwich  Corporation. 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

As  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1961,  the  Deposit 
Gauges  and  Lead  Peroxide  instruments  were  withdrawn  on  December 
31st  1961,  and  were  replaced  by  four  additional  Daily  Smoke 
Filter  and  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  instruments,  making  a  total 
of  five.  All  measurements  from  these  instruments  are  submitted 
to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  (Air 
Pollution  Division)  as  part  of  the  National  Survey.  Unfortun¬ 
ately  these  four  gauges  did  not  come  into  service  until  the 
second  week  of  February,  so  actual  annual  average  values  for 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  concentrations  are  not  available. 
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The  siting  of  these  instruments  was  carried  out  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  D.S.I.R  and,  as  far  as  possible,  areas  having 
different  characteristics  were  chosen.  The  sites  in  the  Borough 
are  at:  — 


Hygiene  and  Cleansing  Dept., 
2,  Lodge  Road 

Central  Police  Station, 

High  Street 

Chest  Hospital, 

Heath  Lane 

Greens  ide  House, 

Yew  T ree  Estate 

Delta  Die  Castings, 

Wood  Lane 


Smoke  control  area  and 
commercial 

High  density  residential 

Low  density  residential 

Future  smoke  control  area 
(from  1 .7.64) 

Industrial 


The  graphs  that  follow  show  the  concentration  of  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  as  daily  average  values  per  month  in  micro¬ 
grammes  per  cubic  metre  for  each  of  the  five  stations,  and  the 
sixth  graph  is  an  effort  to  show  daily  average  value  per  month 
for  the  town  as  a  whole.  It  will  be  noted  that  a  ‘high’  is  shown 
for  the  months  of  March  and  November,  and  whilst  it  is  usually 
expected  in  the  latter  month,  the  early  part  of  March  1962  was 
foggy  and  misty  which  gave  rise  to  the  high  concentrations. 

All  the  graphs  show  a  seasonal  variation  even  for  the 
industrial  area.  The  level  of  industrial  pollution  is  generally 
static  and  this  variation  is  attributable  to  the  decline  in  space 
heating  during  the  summer  months.  Pollution  from  domestic  fires 
does,  therefore,  have  an  appreciable  effect  and  the  only  way  of 
of  combating  this  at  present  is  by  a  vigorous  programme  of 
smoke  control  areas. 

The  formation  of  such  areas  reduces  the  amount  of  smoke 
in  the  atmosphere  but  has  no  appreciable  effect  upon  the  level 
of  sulphur  dioxide  pollution.  This  has  caused  some  criticism  to 
be  levelled  at  the  Clean  Air  Act  but  it  must  be  recognised  that 
the  removal  of  the  sulphur  dioxide  is  both  expensive  and  tech¬ 
nically  very  difficult.  It  is  not  a  valid  argument  to  say  that 
because  we  cannot  do  everything  we  should  like,  we  must  do 
nothing.  The  removal  of  smoke  alone  from  the  air  lightens  the 
burden  of  cleaning  and  allows  the  sun  to  penetrate  to  our  homes. 
Cn  amenity  grounds  alone,  apart  from  the  medical  aspects,  any 
action  taken  to  reduce  atmospheric  pollution  is  justified. 
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Cur  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Welfare  Committee,  Chief 
Constable  of  Staffordshire  and  West  Bromwich  and  District  Hos¬ 
pital  Management  Committee  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year 
in  making  sites  available  and  Messrs.  Delta  Diecastings  Limited, 
who,  willingly  and  conscientiously  undertake  the  daily  measure¬ 
ments  on  our  beha  If  from  the  instrument  situated  in  their  premises. 
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CHEST  CLINIC  -  HEATH  LAME 


GREENSIDE  HOUSE -YEW  TREE  ESTATE 
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Average  Figures 

Average  figures  with  the  maximum  and  minimum  for  summer 
and  winter  are  given  below. 


Smoke 

Concentration  in  micro-grammes  per  cubic  metre 


1962 

Jan  —  Mar 

Ap 

r  —  Sept 

Oct  —  Dec 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Office,  2  Lodge  Road 

181 

892 

48 

72 

436 

8 

236 

1000 

20 

Central  Police  Station 

N/A 

91 

400 

20 

276 

1104 

44 

Chest  Clinic 

N  /A 

73 

356 

8 

231 

984 

56 

Greenside  House 

N/A 

74 

316 

4 

243 

1148 

20 

Delta  Die  Castings,  Ltd 

N  'A 

90 

284 

12 

252 

1012 

60 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Concentration  in  micro-grammes  per  cubic  metre 


1962 

Jan  —  Mar 

Apr 

-  S« 

5  pt 

Oct  —  Dec 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Office,  2  Lodge  Road 

285 

1400 

111 

135 

534 

21 

335 

1484 

83 

Central  Polic  Station 

N/A 

116 

481 

36 

250 

1349 

45 

Chest  Clinic 

N/A 

114 

491 

32 

302 

1497 

92 

Greenside  House 

N/A 

94 

337 

27 

281 

1612 

64 

Delta  Die  Castings  Ltd. 

N/A 

90 

336 

17 

227 

940 

55 

Annual  Averages  (Per  Day) 

Office,  2  Lodge  Road  Instrument 

The  area  in  which  the  apparatus  is  situated  became  an 
operative  smoke  control  area  on  1st  November,  1958. 


Year 

Smoke 

Sulphur  Dioxide  \ 

! 

1958 

236 

227.4 

1959 

193 

225.9 

1960 

170 

224.0 

1961 

145 

208.7 

1962 

140 

222.5 
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Wind  Frequency 

Number  of  Days  (at  10.30  a.m.  Town  Hall) 


Quarter 

Var./Calm 

N 

NE 

E 

SE 

S 

sw 

W 

NW 

Jan  —  Mar 

4 

10 

6 

7 

6 

17 

21 

12 

Apr  —  Jun 

- 

4 

13 

7 

12 

10 

16 

16 

14 

July  -  Sept 

- 

6 

7 

3 

11 

10 

29 

16 

7 

Oct  —  Dec 

- 

12 

8 

10 

9 

16 

11 

16 

8 

Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulations  Act  1906 
Clean  Air  Act  1956  Section  17 
The  Alkali  etc.  Works  Order  1958 

The  number  and  type  of  works  in  the  Borough  for  which  the 
the  Alkali  etc.  Works  Inspectorate  is  responsible  is  as  follows:- 


Chem ica I  Manufacturers  2 

Aluminium  Works  4 

Copper  Works  3 

Gas  and  Coke  Works  2 

Brickworks  1 

Tar  Works  2 

Iron  and  Steel  Works  5 


19 

The  Alkali  Inspectorate  is  a  highly  qualified  staff  of 
chemical  engineers  consisting  of  a  chief  inspector,  two  deputies 
twelve  district  inspectors  and  ten  other  inspectors.  They  are 
appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
to  administer  the  provisions  of  the  various  Alkali  Acts  and 
Orders.  Because  of  the  special  technical  difficulties  associated 
with  certain  processes  their  supervision  is  entrusted  to  this 
body  and  when  the  Hygiene  and  Cleansing  Department  becomes 
aware  of  a  nuisance  from  one  of  the  scheduled  processes  or 
registered  works  the  Alkali  Inspector  for  the  district  is  informed. 


Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 

Several  complaints  about  noise  were  received  during  the 
year  and  whilst  many  were  of  a  private  nature,  it  was  necessary 
to  take  informal  action  in  respect  of  the  remainder,  and  the 
following  table  indicates  the  action  taken. 


130 


Premises 

- - - 

Nuisance 

A ct ion  Taken 

i 

Aluminium  Foundry 

Compressor  noise 

Silencer*  fitted 

Aluminium  Foundry 

Pressure  Die  Casting 

l 

Exhaust 

Silencers  fitted 

Metal  Furniture  Factory 

Fan  Noise 

Occup  ter  adv ised 

Cabinet  Works 

Woodworking  machinery 

Occupter  warned 

Motor  Cycle  Repairing 

Motor  Cycle  Testing 

Occupier  warned. 

etc. 

Practise  ceased 

i 

Legal  Proceedings 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year,  though 
a  number  of  factory  occupiers  and  householders  were  warned 
where  they  had  contravened  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air 

Act  1956. 

Factories  Act  1961 


Factories,  Factories  (no  mechanical  power)  and  Workrooms 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  made 
bythe  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Number 

of 

written 

notices 

Number 

of 

occupiers 

prosectued 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3.4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authority 

1 

. 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  to  which  Section 
7  applies 

441 

195 

75 

3.  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

5 

5 

» 

« 

TOTAL 

447 

200 

75 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Contravention 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector 

Referred  by 
H.M. 

Inspector 

Wont  of  cleanliness  (S.T) 

• 

• 

- 

• 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

w 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

270 

164 

• 

4 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

4 

2 

• 

• 

Other  offences 

4 

• 

4 

• 

TOTAL 

280 

167 

4 

5 
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The  number  of  visits  to  factories  has  increased  considerably 
following  the  appointment  of  a  Technical  Assistant  to  deal  with 
the  welfare  provisions  of  the  Factories  and  Shops  Acts  and, 
it  is  hoped,  with  the  future  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act.  in  the  past,  action  has  been  limited  to  the  investigation 
of  complaints  but  now  more  active  steps  are  being  taken  to 
improvethe  conditions  under  which  people  work. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  CONTROL 


In  the  report  for  1961  it  was  noted  that  the  rebuilding  of 
the  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  was  having  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  as  the  owners 
sought  to  recoup  their  considerable  expenditure.  This  trend 
continues  and  the  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  in  1962  was 
about  twice  that  of  1961,  quite  apart  from  increases  in  other 
anima  Is. 

The  section  of  the  department  dealing  with  this  aspect  of 
the  public  health  inspectors’  work  maintained  100%  inspection 
of  all  animals  slaughtered  but  whereas  actually  its  title  is 
“Food  Hygiene  and  Control”,  it  would  be  more  aptly  named 
“Meat  Inspection  Section”,  for  little  other  work  can  be  done 
because  every  inspector  in  it  is  fully  occupied  with  meat  inspec¬ 
tion. 

Food  Hygiene 

Food  hygiene  therefore  continues  to  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  district  inspectors  and  1,292  visits  were  made  in  this 
connection.  This  is  an  average  of  1  visit  to  each  food  premise 
and  is  one  of  the  least  satisfactory  items  in  this  report. 

With  the  advent  of  the  new  licensing  laws  an  opportunity 
was  taken  to  inspect  all  club  premises  applying  for  registration. 

The  department  continues  to  receive  the  support  of  members 
of  the  public  y/ho  brought  various  complaints  to  our  notice, 
sometimes  with  respect  to  food  itself  and  sometimes  with  respect 
to  food  itself  one!  sometimes  with  respect  to  the  premises  from 
which  it  was  sold.  A  thorough  investigation  is  always  mode 
although  the  circumstances  may  not  warrant  prosecution  in 
every  case.  Even  so,  such  complaints  are  of  great  help  to  the 
department  in  enabling  the  inspectors  to  decide  where  their 
limited  time  can  be  used  to  best  advantage. 

Food  hawkers  operating  in  the  district  increased  from  16 
to  20.  Control  of  such  vehicles  is  effected  by  registration  under 
theWest  Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1949. 

As  the  installation  of  the  deep-freeze  cabinet  has  become 
almost  universal  the  number  of  premises  selling  ice-cream 
continues  to  increase  and  340  premises  are  now  registered  for 
the  sale  or  manufacture  of  this  popular  food. 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  vehicles  selling  soft  ice-cream,  and  in  the 
main,  these  have  been  operated  by  one  or  two  large  firms  who 
enforce  the  highest  standards  of  hygiene  on  their  staff  and 
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vehicles.  It  has  been  noted  that  the  soft  ice-cream  machine  is 
now  available  for  fitting  in  shops  and  although  manufacturers 
have  now  developed  the  mix  to  the  point  where  it  is  delivered 
complete/  sealed  and  sterilised  in  a  can  that  merely  requires 
opening  and  freezing,  the  cleaning  and  sterilisation  of  the 
machine  needs  to  be  complete  and  thorough  if  there  is  to  be  no 
potential  health  hazard.  Shops  selling  prepacked  ice-cream  could 
sell  other  commodities  with  little  chance  of  contaminating  the 
product.  This  is  not  so  with  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  open 
ice-cream. 

The  table  below  gives  a  summary  of  food  premises  with 
which  the  department  is  concerned. 


Sausage  manufacturers  10 

Cooked  meats,  pie  etc.,  manufacturers  15 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  5 

Pickle  manufacturer  1 

Fish  Friers  94 

Ice-cream  retailers  (including  two  soft  ice-cream 

manufacturers)  340 

Slaughterhouses  (including  bacon  factories)  4 

Butchers’  shops  77 

Grocers '  shops  1 15 

Greengrocers’  shops  65 

Confectioners  (including  sugar  confectioners)  80 

Fishmongers  14 

Cafes,  restaurants,  etc.  64 

Licensed  houses  159 

Outdoor  beer  licenses  40 

Sugar  Confectionery  manufacturers  2 

Bakehouses  17 

Ice-lolly  manufacturers  2 

Aerated  water  manufacturers  6 

Brewers  and  bottlers  of  beer  2 

Wholesale  grocers  and  provision  warehouses  6 

General  dealers  184 

Synthetic  cream  manufacturer  1 


1,303 


The  total  of  all  shops  in  the  town  is  approximately  1,150 
Food  Control 

Routine  sampling  of  a  wide  variety  of  foods  is  carried  out 
and  400  were  taken  during  1962. 

Samples  are  purchased  for  two  reasons,  firstly  to  ensure 
that  food  when  sold  is  fit  for  human  consumption.  It  is  possible 
that  food  may  deteriorate  in  the  hands  of  the  shopkeeper  after 
it  has  left  the  manufacturer  or  may  even  be  sent  out  by  the 


manufacturer  in  an  unfit  condition.  Second,  to  ensure  that  the 
food  complies  with  the  various  rules  and  regulations  relating  to 
composition  and  marking  that  are  imposed  upon  manufacturers. 
Misleading  claims  may  be  made  for  a  particular  commodity  or  it 
may  contain  a  substance  which  the  regulations  prohibit  in  that 
particular  food.  It  may  even  be  that  the  shopkeeper  has  omitted 
to  display  a  declaration  giving  notice  of  some  constituent’  of 
the  food  on  sale,  which  he  is  required  to  give. 

Samples  may  be  taken  by  one  of  two  methods.  The  sample 
may  be  a  formal  one  where  the  inspector  has  a  prescribed  legal 
procedure  to  follow  or  it  may  be  informal.  All  the  samples  here 
recorded  were  of  the  informal  type  where  the  inspector  purchased 
the  samples  as  an  ordinary  shopper  and  submits  them  directly 
to  the  analyst  without  any  formalities  whatsoever. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  of  these  samples  is  given 
be  I  ow :  — 


r 

Samples  Analysed 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

1st  Quarter 

170 

161 

9 

2nd  Quarter 

105 

99 

6 

3rd  Quarter 

74 

67 

7 

4th  Quarter 

51 

49 

2 

T  ota  i 

400 

376 

24 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  6.00%  com¬ 
pared  with  9.57%  in  1961.  The  above  table  summarised  the 
adulterated  or  unsatisfactory  samples  of  food  and  drugs  specified 
as  follows:— 


Article 

Nature  or  Extent 
of  Adulteration 

Remarks 

Cod  Liver  Oi  1 

Sample  No.  377 

Out  of  condition  and 
slightly  low  in 

Vitamin  “A" 

Warning  g iven  to 
reta i ler 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  391 

Contained  129  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  dioxide  not 
dec  lared 

d  itto 

Evaporated  Milk 
Sample  No.  449 

Label  not  in  accordance 
with  Condensed  Milk 
Regulations,  1959 

F irm  informed  of 
legal  require¬ 
ments 

Pork  Pie 

Sample  No.  464 

Contained  portion  of 
discoloured  pastry 

Warning  given  to 
manufacturer 
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Article 

Nature  or  Extent 
of  Adulteration 

R  emar  ks 

Boned  Chicken 
Sample  No.  479 

No  name  and  address  of 
maker,  packer,  or 
registered  trade  mark. 

Also  false  trade  des¬ 
cription  —  size  of  words 
“in  chicken  jelly’*  — 
mis  lead  ing 

Article  withdrawn 
from  sale  follow¬ 
ing  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  in  another 
Authority 

Beef  Sausage 

Samp le  No.  516 

Contained  192  p.p.m. 
Sulphur  dioxide  not 
dec  lared 

Warning  given 
to  retailer 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  521 

Contained  147  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  dioxide  not 
dec  lared 

d  itto 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  523 

Contained  179  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  dioxide  not 
dec  lared 

d  itto 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  527 

Contained  96  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  dioxide  not 
dec  lared 

d  itto 

Lemon  Pickle 

Samp  le  No.  551 

No  list  of  ingredients 
given,  and  no  name 
and  address  of  packers 
or  registered  trade 
mark 

Firm  modified 
wording  on 
label 

Creamy  Jersey 

T  offee  s 

Sample  N<5.  579 

Contained  only  2% 
butter  fat.  Emphasis 
on  the  word  “Creamy” 
not  justified 

Firm  amending 
formula  to  justify 
description 

Vitamin  T ablets 
Sample  No.  603 

4000  I.U.  Vitamin'” A” 
per  tablet  declared. 

Less  than  2000  I.U. 

Vitamin  "A"  per 
tablet  found 

Warning  given. 
Subsequent 
sample 
satisfactory 

Lemonade  Powder 
Sample  No.  604 

Contained  1%  Anionic 
detergent 

Warning  given 
to  reta i ler 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  625 

Contained  128  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  dioxide  not 
dec  lared 

d  itto 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  627 

Contained  128  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  d  ioxia'e  not 
dec  lared 

t 

d  itto 

Pork  Pie 

Sample  No.  633 

Contaminated  with  an 
extensive  mould 
gr  owth 

Sample  submitted 
for  information.  No 
formal  action 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  665 

Contained  108  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  d  ioxide  not 
dec  lared 

Warning  given 
to  retailer 
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Article 

Nature  or  Extent 
of  Adulteration 

Remarks 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  667 

Contained  242  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  dioxide  not 
dec  lared 

i 

ditto 

Potato  Crisps 

Sample  No.  690 

• 

Unsatisfactory  label. 

No  justification  for 
the  phrase  “starch 
reduced” 

F'.m  modified 
wording  on  label 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  701 

Contained  280  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  dioxide  not 
dec  lared 

Warning  given 
to  retailer 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  702 

Contained  256  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  d  ioxide  not 
dec  lared 

d  itto 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  703 

Contained  192  p.p.m. 

Sulphur  d  ioxide  not 
declared 

ditto 

Angelica 

Sample  No.  750 

A  Pre-packed  compound 
food  which  should  have 
been  labelled  with  a 
list  of  ingredients 

F irm  mod ifying 
label 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  757 

Low  lean  meat  content 

Warning  letter 
sent  to  firm 

Note  Sausages  may  contain  preservative  in  the  form  of  sulphur 
dioxide  but  it  must  be  declared  by  labelling  or  of  a 
conspicuous  notice  in  the  shop  where  they  are  sold. 


Of  the  24  unsatisfactory  samples  12  related  to  the  non¬ 
declaration  of  preservative  in  sausage;  6  related  to  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  labelling  and  the  others  to  various  other  causes.  The  only 
unfit  samples  were  those  relating  to  the  mouldy  pork  pie  and 
the  lemonade  powder  containing  detergent.  The  pork  pie  was 
submitted  on  the  request  of  a  local  manufacturer  in  an  endeavour 
to  assist  with  a  manufacturing  problem.  The  contaminated 
lemonade  powder  was  the  result  of  a  mistake  by  an  elderly  lady 
who  mistook  the  contents  of  her  jars.  The  inspector  concerned 
realised  this  and  the  product  was  taken  off  sale  before  the 
Analyst’s  report  was  received. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

As  stated  earlier  the  implementation  of  the  Slaughterhouses 
Regulations  in  July,  1961,  and  the  extensive  rebuilding  and 
concentration  which  took  place  as  a  consequence  caused  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed.  Cattle  alone  numbered 
13,018  against  the  1961  figure  of  7,857,  an  increase  of  65% 
and  when  compared  with  1960  the  increase  amounts  to  317%. 
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Cows  increased  by  67%,  calves  by  62%,  sheep  by  11%  and  pigs 
by  26%.  The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  increased  from 
29  tons  to  58  tons  which  is  in  proportion  with  the  increased 
number  of  animals  killed,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report,  and  it  is 
very  fortunate,  that  there  has  been  a  further  reduction  in  the 
percentage  of  animals  found  to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis. 


Carcases  inspected  and  Surrendered 


Cattle 
Exclud  ing 
Cows 

Cows 

Ca  Ives 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

13018 

619 

•  2946 

65572 

96365 

Number  inspected 

13018 

619 

2946 

65572 

96365 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

9 

12 

18 

99 

323 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
surrendered 

3028 

365 

16 

4021 

29516 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

23.33 

60.9 

1.15 

6.28 

30.62 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

•t 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
surrendered 

3 

1 

1302 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

0.02 

0.16 

m 

. 

1.35 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

Carcases  subject  to 
refrigeration 

8 

Percentage  affected 

0.003 

- 

m 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  Food  Animals  Affected  with  Tuberculosis 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Cattle  (excluding  cows) 

2.27 

0.48 

0.35 

0.31 

0.02 

Cows 

15.5 

6.11 

1.87 

- 

0.16 

Calves 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pigs 

2.73 

2.82 

2.77 

1.66 

1.35 
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Summary  of  Carcases  Inspected 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Cattle  (excluding  cows) 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

2,634 

71 

47 

10,030 

62,489 

3,100 

229 

483 

20,122 

63,899 

3,120 

213 

1,034 

22,170 

64,707 

7,857 

363 

1,819 

56,037 

76,446 

13,018 

619 

2,946 

65,572 

96,365 

T  otals 

75,271 

87,833 

91,244 

142,522 

178,520 

Analysis  of  diseases  and  conditions  found  upon  post  mortem 
examination  in  slaughterhouses. 


Weight  in  lbs. 


Abscesses  and  Septic  Wounds 

9,210 

Actinomycos  i  s 

1,411 

Arthritis 

333 

Ascari  s 

4,840 

Bruising  and  Injuries 

682 

Cirrhosis 

1,383 

Congestion  of  Lungs 

9,368 

Cysticercus  bovis 

287 

Echynococcus  Cysts 

3,778 

Fascioliasis 

12,603 

Fatty  Change 

237 

Fever  (Acute) 

3,796 

Gangrene 

732 

Hydronephros  is 

10 

Inflammation  of  serous  Membranes 

26,867 

Jaund ice 

101 

Moribund 

1,336 

Necros  is 

45 

Nephritis 

140 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

5,667 

Paras  itic 

4,337 

Pneumonia 

7,872 

Pyaemia 

1,917 

Septicaemia 

6,368 

Septic  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

1,882 

Septic  Pneumonia 

2,758 

T  e  lang  i  ectas  i  s 

1,995 

T  ubercu  los  i  s 

10,184 

Other  Diseases 

10,421 

130,560 
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Total  Weight  Surrendered: 


T  ons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

1962  total 

58 

5 

2 

24 

1961  total 

29 

.2 

3 

18 

1960  total 

35 

7 

1 

14 

1959  total 

29 

7 

3 

2 

1958  total 

24 

12 

1 

3 

Analysis  of  foods  examined  in  premises  other  tha 

n  si 

aughter- 

houses  and  found  to  be 

unfit  for  human 

cons  umption. 

T  ons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

TINNED  GOODS 

Meat 

1 

18 

3 

7 

Fish 

2 

1 

V  egetab les 

3 

0 

1 

F  ruit 

7 

0 

8 

Miscellaneous 

3 

0 

14 

MEAT 

12 

2 

14 

OTHER  FOODS 

Cheese 

6 

0 

8 

Misce  1  laneous 

5 

6 

1 

15 

Total  weight  surrendered 

in  1962  8  17  2  12 

Total  weight  surrendered 

in  1961  5  9  0  10 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

All  meat  condemned  by  the  food  inspectors  is  stained  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  recommendation,  at  the  source, 
and  disposed  of  by  the  individual  butchers  concerned  to  approved 
col  lectors . 

Other  foods,  such  as  tinned  goods,  etc.,  are  destroyed  at 
our  Black  Lake  refuse  and  salvage  depot. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958 

There  are  48  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council  unaer 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  all  of  whom  are  actively 


engaged  in  slaughtering  in  one  or  other  of  the  registered 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough. 

The  specialist  inspectors  observe  the  technical  ability  of 
both  new  applicants  and  trainee  slaughtermen  in  order  to  assess 
their  suitability  as  “fit  and  proper  persons”  to  be  licensed. 
The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  varies  little  from  year  to 
year  but  the  personnel  change  very  considerably. 

The  Mi  Ik  (Spec  ial  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

Licences  under  these  Regulations  remain  valid  for  a  period 
of  five  years  from  I960,  and  155  dealers  are  registered  in  the 
Borough. 

Ice  Cream 

Ten  •  appl ications  were  received  during  the  year  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  to  sell  ice  cream. 
Two  of  the  applications  related  to  the  installation  of  soft  ice 
cream  machines  which  also  manufacture  the  product  from  a 
complete  cold  mix. 

The  total  number  of  premises  now  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  is  340  and  although  25  are  registered  for  manufac¬ 
ture,  only  7  actually  do  so. 


141 


Just  one  of  the  many  carcases  that  were  inspected  during  the 
course  of  the  year 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 


(Operational  costs  and  salvage  income  shown  in 
this  report  are  for  the  calendar  year  1962) 

The  Collection  of  Refuse 

To  keep  houses  and  their  surroundings  free  of  kitchen  waste 
dust,  ash,  cinders,  packaging  materials  and  containers  of  tin, 
paper  and  plastics  is  the  common  round  and  daily  task  of  the 
cleansing  section  of  the  department.  Though  physically  laborious 
and  frequently  objectionable  this  service  is  still  the  basic 
essential  of  a  clean  and  wholesome  environment.  Indeed,  the 
removal  of  offensive  accumulations  was  one  of  the  first  duties 
of  the  early  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  whose  successors  we  are. 

Every  Urban  community  has  its  departmental  store,  its 
shops,  offices  and  schools  and  they  all  add  very  considerably 
to  the  total  volume  of  refuse  to  be  moved.  More  recently,  super¬ 
markets  have  appeared  in  almost  every  High  Street  and  in  an 
endeavour  to  secure  maximum  selling  space;  storage  for  discards 
from  retail  trading  is  minimal.  In  order  to  maintain  an  orderly 
system  of  warehousing  and  movement  of  perishable  and  other 
goods  a  frequent  collection  is  necessary.  This  may  be  daily, 
but  traffic  congestion  makes  this  difficult,  except  at  great 
expense  in  time.  Town  centre  redevelopment,  which  is  rapidly 
changing  the  style  and  character  of  shopping  areas  needs  to 
have  more  regard  for  the  enormous  volume  of  non-returnable 
containers  and  other  discards  and  waste  which  must  be  removed 
frequently  from  busy  shops  and  also  stored  between  collections. 
Equally,  the  equipment  used  by  the  department  must  be  designed 
to  deal  quickly  and  cleanly  with  the  refuse.  The  year  has  seen 
a  further  extension  in  the  use  of  containers  of  one  cubic  yard 
capacity.  It  seems  that  to  give  greater  flexibility  and  yet  extend 
the  principle  of  mechanical  loading  of  large  volumes  of  refuse, 
much  bigger  containers  are  required  with  appropriate  equipment 
to  lift  and  carry  it  away. 

The  change  in  the  volume  of  refuse  to  be  moved  and  the 
effect  this  has  had  on  the  collection  vehicles  is  illustrated  by 
the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  fleet  since  1955. 

1962 

12  Vehicles  Carrying  capacity  297  cubic  yards 

1955 

13  Vehicles  Carrying  capacity  199  cubic  yards 

Increase  98  cubic  yards 
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2  S.  &  D.  'Pakamatic'  freighters  each  50  cubic  yds.  capacity  100 

1  S.  &  D.  *T’  type  freighter  .  35  cubic  yds  capacity  35 

2  S.  &  D.  ‘Power  press’  freighters  25  cubic  yds.  capacity  50 

7  S.  &  D.  Fore  and  Aft  tipping  freighters  16  cubic  yds.  capacity  112 

—  (including  two  bulk  loaders)  - 

12  297 


1  S.  &  D.  Fore  and  Aft  tipping  freighter  in  reserve. 


Excluding  the  use  of  trailers  the  carrying  capacity  of  the 
fleet  has  been  increased  by  almost  50%  in  seven  years.  There  is 
certainly  some  surplus  capacity  but  to  move  the  equivalent 
quantity  of  refuse  in  smaller  vehicles  would  have  meant  more 
of  them,  not  less  as  is  the  case  and  required  a  great  mileage. 
The  total  distance  travelled  fell  from  153,564  in  1961  to  150,927. 
Between-  1955  and  1962  the  population  of  the  town  increased 
from  89,640  (Premises  26,882)  to  97,050  (29,811  premises 
cleared  of  refuse). 


Ancillary  Vehicles 

13salvage  trailers  each  4/i  cubic  yards  capacity. 

3  vans  for  commercial  salvage  collection. 

2 vans  for  supervisors. 

Collection  Teams 

1  team  —  driver  and  six  loaders 
1  team  —  driver  and  five  loaders 
7  teams  -  driver  and  four  loaders 
1  team  —  driver  and  three  loaders 
1  team  -  driver  and  two  loaders 
1  team  -  driver  and  one  loader  (Bulk  container) 

3  teams  —  driver  and  one  loader  (Commercial  salvage) 

Provision  of  Dustbins 


The  replacement  of  worn  and  unserviceable  bins  continues 
as  a  rate  charge  and  in  most  cases  2Zz  cubic  feet  dustbins  were 
supplied.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  bins  issued 
per  year  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme:- 


1951  . 

.  1,514 

1952  . 

.  1,856 

1953  . 

.  3,325 

1954  . 

.  2,532 

1955  . 

.  3,071 

1956  . 

.  2,856 

From  the  foregoing  figures 
obtained  — 


1957  ... 

2,664 

1958  ... 

2,598 

1959  ... 

2,436 

1960  ... 

2,434 

1961  ... 

2,582 

1962  ... 

2,786 

the  following 

information  is 
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Average  issue  per  year  over  12  year  period  —  2,554 
Number  of  bins  in  use  —  31,241 

Average  “life”  -  12  years  approx. 

The  substitution  of  non-returnable  paper  sacks  for  standard 
metal  dustbins  and  lids  has  occurred  in  some  small  towns. 
Others  are  watching  the  results  of  pilot  trial  schemes  but  most 
authorities  are  still  paying  for  bins  of  a  weight  and  design  of 
very  long  standing  to  be  carried  from  the  house  to  the  curb  side 
and  back  again.  The  substitution  of  paper  sacks  for  metal  bins 
saves  much  time  and  effort  by  reducing  the  amount  of  walking, 
lifting  and  carrying  bins  of  23  pounds  in  weight,  even  when 
empty.  Their  use  has  also  shown  that  hot  ashes  are  not  such  a 
hazard  or  obstacle  as  was  once  thought.  Despite  the  advantages 
which  follow  from  reduced  weight  and  walking  to  and  fro  there 
are  serious  disadvantages  which  outweigh  them.  Nevertheless, 
there  is,  .as  yet,  no  substitute  for  the  man  who  carried  out  the 
bin,  empties  it  and  carries  it  back,  and  anything  which  can  be 
done  to  make  his  task  less  laborious  and  more  pleasant,  should 
be  done,  if  reasonably  possible. 

The  weight  to  be  carried  and  the  manual  effort  could  also 
be  reduced  by  using  polythene  bins.  The  Engel  process  seems 
capable  of  producing  a  satisfactory  container  at  a  higher  cost, 
but  if  the  demand  justified  it,  the  use  of  the  Injection  moulding 
process  would  reduce  the  cost  per  bin  to  something  broadly 
comparable  with  steel.  Such  bins  would  be  light,  clean  and 
noiseless  and  some  practical  trials,  in  co-operation  with  the 
manufacturers,  are  most  desirable.  Vehicles  have  steadily 
improved  since  they  replaced  the  horse  and  cart  but  the  dustbin 
is  unchanged  in  half  a  century. 

Controlled  Tipping  Disposal  of  Refuse 

Tipping  is  still  being  confined  to  one  control  site  with  an 
average  of  five  miles  return  journey  for  every  load  and  10,367 
loads  of  industrial  refuse  and  surplus  excavated  material  were 
accepted  in  addition  to  house  refuse.  Taken  together,  these 
amount  to  approximately  1,300  cubic  yards  every  working  day. 

Substantial  capital  outlay  is  involved  in  acquiring  land 
suitable  for  the  disposal  of  all  this  waste  and  although  the 
value  of  the  land  is  enhanced  as  the  tipping  proceeds,  new 
disposal  sites  are  difficult  to  find.  Should  it  become  necessary 
to  haul  refuse  for  disposal  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  town 
transportation  costs  in  terms  of  miles  run,  time  taken  and 
capital  for  bulk  transporters  would  rise  steeply.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  forestall  such  an  eventuality  by  complete  separa¬ 
tion  of  saleable  materials  and  pulverisation  of  the  remainder. 

Formerl'';  complete  separation  of  useable  materials,  cinders, 
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metal  paper  and  texiles,  which  are  examples,  has  been  followed 
by  incineration.  To  do  this,  and  at  the  same  time  satisfy  the 
terms  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  would  be  very  costly.  Any 
failure  by  the  local  authority  would  be  severely  criticised, 
however,  it  arose,  and  consequently  this  method  of  disposal  is 
no  longer  acceptable  except  in  a  few  special  cases  where  the 
financial  resources  of  the  authority  are  equal  to  the  cost  of 
achieving  and  maintaining  the  best  standards  not  only  for  smoke 
emission,  but  also  the  suppression  of  grit,  dust  and  fly  ash. 


Disposal  Site  —  Plant 

1  -  955  Traxcavator  -  placed  in  service  April  1962 
1  -  Caravan/Mess  Hut  -  placed  in  service  November  1959 


Tip  Labour 

1  —  Chargehand/  Dozer  Driver 
1  —  Labourer  recovering  salvage  (relief  driver) 
1  -  Labourer  recovering  salvage  (part  time) 

Salvage  Equipment 


Powell  continuous  paper  baling  press 
Petrie  and  McNaught  Tin  baling  press 
Lister  Power  Loader 
Salvage  sorting  conveyor 
Dust  extracting  plant  to  baling  press 
and  salvage  sorting  conveyor 
Vertical  Electric  drive  press 
Lister  Prime  Mover 


Placed  in  service 
Placed  in  service 
Placed  in  service 
Placed  in  service 


November  1955 
January  1  956 
February  1  956 
May  1  956 


Placed  in  service  February  1956 
Placed  in  service  January  1949 
Placed  in  service  October  1959 


The  Lister  Prime  Mover  has  been  found  to  be  a  very  useful 
piece  of  equipment  and  has  cut  out  considerable  physical  effort 
in  handling  the  trailers. 

Recruitment  of  Labour 

The  labour  turnover  during  the  year  was  similar  to  our 
experience  in  1961.  Out  of  82  men  employed  on  1st  January, 
1962  as  d  rivers,  refuse  collectors  and  salvage  labourers,  there 
were  still  70  employed  on  31st  December,  1962. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  men  employed  on 
December  31st  and  their  age  groups. 
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Age  groups 


18 

-  21 

7 

22 

-  30 

15 

31 

-  40 

15 

41 

-  50 

25 

51 

-  60 

16 

61 

-  65 

2 

80 

(including  17  drivers) 

(5  employed  by  Transport  Dept.) 


The  number  of  days  lost  through  sickness  compared  favour¬ 
ably  with  the  previous  year. 
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Pupil  Public  Cleansing  Officer 


C.  Burford 
(from  1.4.60) 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors  D.  Parish 

(from  8.9.59) 

B.  Wedgbury 
(from  23.1 .61) 

K.B.  Dorman 
(from  1 .3.61) 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

C.S.  Stokes 

Miss  E.M.  Taylor 

Miss  E.J.  Timmins 
Miss  V.P.  Meredith 


Senior  Clerk 

Shorthand  Typist  and 
Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  Secretary 

Junior  Clerk 

Junior  Clerk 
(from  1.2.62) 


QUALIFICATIONS 

(a)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  and 
Public  Health  Inspectors'  Examination  Joint 
Board 

(b)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for 
Meat  and  Food  Inspectors 

(c)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for 
Sanitary  Science 

(d)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for 
Smoke  Inspectors 

(e)  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Fuel 

(f)  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  for  Advanced 
Knowledge  of  Public  Health  Inspector's  Duties 

(g)  Testamur  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Cleansing 

(h)  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Meat 

(j)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Association 
of  Scotland  for  Inspectors’  of  Meat  and  Meat 
Products 

(k)  National  Certificate  in  Building 
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STAFF  OF  THE 

HYGIENE  AND  CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT 


as  at  31st  December,  1962 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 

Public  Health  Inspectors  for 
Housing 


Public  Health  Inspector  for  Air 
Hygiene  and  Factories 

Technical  Assistant  for  Air 
Hygiene 

Technical  Assistant  -  Factories, 
Shops  and  Offices 


S.  Cayton 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (e)  (f)  (g) 

E. A.  Siggers 
(a)  (b)  (c)  (d) 

F. A.  Oakes 

(a)  (b) 

K.C.  Davis 
(a)  (b) 

C.  Drake 
(a)  (b)  (d)  (k) 

J.G.  Kelly 
(a)  (b)  (c)  (d)  (h) 


Mrs.  G.E.  Cooper 

N.J.  Fearn 
(from  15.10.62) 


Public  Health  Inspectors  for  Food 
Hygiene  and  Control 


Authorised  Officer  -  Meat  Detention 


Assistant  Cleansing  Superintendent 


District  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Cleansing  Inspector 


N.H.  Owen 
(a)  (b) 

G.A.  Lavender 
(a)  (b)  (d)  (h) 

I.  Macmillan 
(to  31.12.62)  (i) 

S.  Johnson  ,  D.F.C. 
(from  3.9.62)  (g) 

C. N.  Johnson  (a) 

P.D.  Whitehead 
(to  31.8.62)  (a)  (b) 

D. G.  Hunt  (a)  (b)  (d) 
K.J.  Bellmore 
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STAFF  OF  THE 

HYGIENE  AND  CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT 


as  at  31st  December,  1962 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

S.  Cayton 

(a)  (b)  (c)  (e)  (f)  (g) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health 

Inspector 

E.A.  Siggers 
(a)  (b)  (c)  (d) 

Public  Health  Inspectors  for 

Housing 

F.A.  Oakes 
(a)  (b) 

K.C.  Davis 
(a)  (b) 

C.  Drake 
(a)  (b)  (d)  (k) 

Public  Health  Inspector  for  Air 

Hygiene  and  Factories 

J.G.  Kelly 
(a)  (b)  (c)  (d)  (h) 

Technical  Assistant  for  Air 

Hyg  iene 

Mrs.  G.E.  Cooper 

Technical  Assistant  -  Factories, 

Shops  and  Offices 

N.J.  Fearn 
(from  15.10.62) 

Public  Health  Inspectors  for  Food 
Hygiene  and  Control 

N.H.  Owen 
(a)  (b) 

G.A.  Lavender 
(a)  (b)  (d)  (h) 

Authorised  Officer  -  Meat  Detention 

1.  Macmillan 
(to  31.12.62)  (|) 

Assistant  Cleansing  Superintendent 

S.  Johnson  ,  D.F .C. 
(from  3.9.62)  (g) 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors 

C. N.  Johnson  (a) 

P.D.  Whitehead 
(to  31.8.62)  (a)  (b) 

D. G.  Hunt  (a)  (b)  (d) 

Cleansing  Inspector 

K.J.  Beilmore 
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Pupil  Public  Cleansing  Officer 


C.  Burford 
(from  1.4.60) 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors  D.  Parish 

(from  8.9.59) 

B.  Wedgbury 
(from  23.1.61) 

K.B.  Dorman 
(from  1 .3.61) 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

C.S.  Stokes 

Miss  E.M.  Taylor 

Miss  E.J.  Timmins 
Miss  V.P.  Meredith 


Senior  Clerk 

Shorthand  Typist  and 
Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  Secretary 

Junior  Clerk 

Junior  Clerk 
(from  1.2.62) 


QUALIFICATIONS 

(a)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  and 
Public  Health  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint 
Board 

(b)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for 
Meat  and  Food  Inspectors 

(c)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for 
Sanitary  Science 

(d)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for 
Smoke  Inspectors 

(e)  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Fuel 

(f)  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  for  Advanced 
Knowledge  of  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Duties 

(g)  Testamur  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Cleansing 

(h)  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Meat 

(j)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Association 
of  Scotland  for  Inspectors’  of  Meat  and  Meat 
Products 

(k)  National  Certificate  in  Building 
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